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_LuH.:in 1. u n g ~t rolie 
Unit- in~tallafioll on well 
of u, majur oil HI)erutor 

at ,,'est lali:e, l .n . 

. reflection . .. meditation 

. contemplation! We look 

bacl< to the days when such 

installations proved a lmost 

"night-mares" and costs 

were next to prohibitive. 

Such an installation as here 

depicted sends back the re­

Rected glory of progress tha t 

has made possible the inex­

pensive standard ization of 

such leases, to which have 

been added also 

efficiency! 
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An early scene in th e o ld S )indletol) fi e ld . 1n th e foregruund js a lease of a Dlajor oil COlupany, 
\Yeed No.4. Practica lly every installation in the old Spindl e top field 'was equipped by Lufkin, wany 

of which are "is ibl e in this l)hotograph. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE GULF COASTAL AND 
SOUTH TEXAS OIL FIELDS 

By BRAD MILLS, Associate Editor, The Oil Weekly 

IN THE GULF COAST • • • 
The history of oil along the Texas-Louisiana Gulf 

Coast covers a comparatively brief period, yet during a 
short span of 25 years the district has become one of 
the most important oi l reserves in the world. The rapid 
rise of oil production within the a rea has been fill ed 
with excitement, romance_ tragedy and comedy that a re 
characteristi c of a very colorful industry. 

The Gulf Coast became a great oil producer over­
night, in sharp contrast to a very 
gradual development of production 
in man y districts. This sudden flow 
of riches from a vast strip that had 
been neglected for a generation at­
tracted operators from a ll over the 
world and touched off a development 
campaign that had led to one import­
ant discovery after another. As the 
result of this activity the oi l industry 
exceeds every single industry along 
the Gulf Coast in importance and 
there is little likelih ood that thi s 
dominant position wi II be lost. 

Prior to the discovery of oil in 
commercial quantities along the grea t 
coastal stri p, geologists a nd p racti ca I 
oi I men from other di stricts contend­
ed that the flat belt held littl e prom­
ise. Lack of surface indications was 
interpreted to mean a corresponding 
lack of sub-surface co nditions favor ­
able fo r the accumul ation of oi l. 
The absurdity of many of the earl y 
geo logica l reports is very interesting 

and astounding, proving that it is unsafe to condemn a 
district ahead of the drill. 

Spindle Top! 0 history of oil development along 
the Gulf Coast would be interesting or correct without 
direct emphasis on this birthplace of the industry along 
the prolific coastal strip. Spindle Top derives its name 
from a mound located about three miles south of the 
original business section of Beaumont, Texas. The knoll 

or mound originally was ca lled Sour 
Springs Mound because of the char­
acter of water obtained from well s 
drilled there. The water was very 
sour and gave off quantities of sul­
phuretted hydrogen, while wells, 
springs and ponds around the base 
of the mound were strongly tainted 
with sulphuric acid. 

Such indications were important 
to many who knew about them, and 
more or less sporadic drilling had 
been done on and near the mound 
bef ore the real discovery was made. 
Patillo Higgins was one of these 
pioneers. Walter B. Sharp, who later 
organized The Texas Company, in 
company with J. S. Cullinan, was at 
one time a drilling contractor, and 
as early as 1893 contracted to drill 
for oil near the base of Spindle Top 
Mound. He used a light rotary with 
a 70-foot derrick, a 25-horsepower 
boi ler and a 16-horsepower engine. 
After a long se ries of mechanical 

FT)i~R rH , "HO'J 
1'0 ~fn.1 '" e ll pIl)ing o f f . 
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toward the river were full of oil. 
The price of oi l dropped until there 
was practica ll y no sale for it. The 
price touched 10 cents per barrel a t 
one time, with no takers in sight. 

Drilling crew on Atlantic No. 4 in the old S )indlet,OI) field. 1\rnn~r of these ,nen will be 
recognize d a s having l)layed o,n ilnportont purt in development, of th e lust S ilindi e tull field. 

Beaumont boomed beyo nd all ex­
pectations. Thousands rushed to the 
city to pa rticipate in the new pros­
perity. The postoffice couldn't han ­
dl e the business and the "general 
delivery" line was the dread of all 
visitors. 

difficulties, failure of the fuel , water and casing suppl y_ 
and a siege of bad weather, the we ll was abandoned 
at 418 feet. 

Higgins inserted an adverti sement in a trade journal 
in 1899, and a short time later received a letter from 
Capt. An thon y F. Lucas, a mining engineer of Wash­
ington , D. C. Captain Lucas a short time later came to 
Beaumont and became activel y interes ted in efforts to 
develop oil on Spindl e Top Mound. The first Lucas well 
was drilled to 575 feet, but was abandoned after a small 
amount of oil had been obtained . Guffe y and Gal ey, a 
well known Pittsburgh firm, was interested after Lucas 
had exhausted his capital , and again drillin g started 
in earnest. 

The discovery well , Lucas No.2, was spudded in 
October 27. 1900, with Hamill Brothers as contractors 
and Curt Hamill as driller. The well was loca ted 930 
feet southeast of the first Lucas we ll , and on a tract 
leased from McFaddin. Weiss & K yle, with Guffey and 
Galey holding the principal interest. The casing was 
carried or driven as hole was made, but it could not 
be forced much below 900 feet. Drilling was continued 
in open hole to 1160 feet , the final completion depth. 

Oi I was noticed in the ditch_ but the crew was aston ­
ished when the well sudden Iy came in. The bit had been 
changed and about 700 feet of four-in ch drill pipe run 
back into the hole when the well blew in with a 
mighty rush. 

The 700 feet of drill pipe was blown through the 
derri ck. Accurate reports stated that followin g the so lid 
drill pipe string came the co lumn of drillin g fluid; a 
g reat eru ption of mud_ sand and rocks, mixed with gas; 
and a solid column of oil. The oi l immediately spouted 
above the top of the derrick. and with increasing pres­
sure soon forced a solid stream of oil to a height of 
200 feet. 

The well fl owed wi ld for nine da ys_ and production 
probabl y exceeded 1.000_000 barrels during tha t brief 
period. Hastil y constructed levees helped to trap and 
hold the oi L but the waste was enormous. Captain Lucas 
offered $10_000 to any person bringing the we ll under 
control. but the offer resulted in the receipt of hundreds 
of telegrams from peop le a ll over the United States. 
After the well was brought under controL the lake of 
oil a round the we ll caught fire and burned. 

One well after another blew out at Spind le Top, and 
various tal es are told of how they finall y were brought 
under control. Old-time rs claim that it was possibl e to 
go by boat from Beaumont to Orange on oil- the oil 
of course bein g on the waterway. The ravines runnin g 

The world 's smallest leases were 
so ld at Spindle Top. Any number of 
leases were on ly three feet square, 

and man y leases were only two feet by three feet. Pro­
mote rs ca lcul ated the smallest space that wou ld support 
a well , and sold leases on such a basis. A number of 
well s actua ll y we re drilled on these small leases, but it 
was necessa ry to borrow space from dozens of other 
leaseholders before drilling could start. So man y we ll s 
were drill ed in one district that it was difficult several 
years later to find a n undrilled spot for starting a deep 
test. As man y as 500 well s were s tarted on a sin gle 
five-ac re tract, and more than 100 we ll s were dri ll ed on 
the famous " lone acre." 

The peak of ear ly production was reached in 1902 
when the field yielded 17,421,000 barrels of oil. The 
decline was rapid , and in less than 10 years the fi eld 
was producing less than 1,000,000 barrels year ly. Some 
of the first completions were very prolific. Hayward Oil 
Company's No.2 fill ed a 55,000-barrel tank in less than 
10 hours, and a number of we ll s flowed more than 
50,000 barrels dail y. Spind le Top soon became a name 
and a legend, but the effect of the discover y endured. 

A search for new oil field s fol-
lowed the origina l Gulf Coast dis­
covery, and one producing area after 
another was opened. The scrambl e 
to lease other "mounds" resulted in 
a g rea t land play that affected the 
coastal strip from Lake Cha rl es to 
Hou ston. The most intense leasing 
activity centered around Spind le 
Top, since oi l seeps. surface " highs" 
and sour water had been un-
der observation for several 
years. A small amount of 
oi l had been accumu lated 
f rom seeps prior to the dis­
cove ry of the Spind Ie Top 
fi eld in 1901. 

The Jennings fi eld , 

:\lany will recall 
the old .Hio Bravu 
gu s he r fire which 
wrought suc h 
thtrnng'c in the old 
Spindleto ll field . 
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Lufldn Unit No.1 sti ll in opera-tion un n. Gul f Const Lease. l\Iany 
uilits were soh1 to this lua';or OI)Crntor, as t he result of the per­
t'ul" mnnce of this unit. Some idea of the d evelollJne nt of the Lufkin 
unit Jnay be appreciated by a COllll)ari sUll of thi s job with the Illod­

e rn i n sta lintion in the lon er right haml CUT 'f' this I",ge. 

I '!: Ili~ o hl styl 
Uni t " ent 
the fire of the Ui 
Brt}.\,o \\'e ll No. 2 at 
S I)rindletop 30 ' f roln 
the burni w II 
. H 'n 
right hand Ct) rne r of 
lu}.ge 4. T hi s "Ju t 
wns ot>erated irnme­
dinte ly after the fire 
without nttention, 
and was the only 
piece of' eq uip.ue n t 
sulnlgerJ un thi s well. 

The Jennings field increased its 
production steadi ly from 1902, and 
reached a peak outpu t in 1906, when 
9,025,000 barrels reached the mar· 
ket Salt water was a production 
kill er in this field , and many tales 
of woe have been laid to this dread­
ed encroachment. The fo ll owing 
poem, appearing in the Fuel Oil 
Journal, gives an idea of the feel­
ing of some of the disappointed 
operators : 

I blew myself on I sabel, 
With velvet from a flowing well 
At Jennings when the prime was on; 
Nor cared she that the grime was on 
Th e hand that shoved the money 

through 
For ropes of pearl and sunburst, 100-

She wore engagement ring of mine, 
Graved with my name; 

But when my spouter went to brine, 
She jumped the game. 

Again I blew myself on Sue, 
When Benck brought in his No . 2 
At Vinton, when the field was young. 
I held a lease. The field was strung 
With hope's red rainbows, and on her 
I blew myself for silk and fur. 
She pledged me on my solitaire-

And kept the same; 
But later when I busted there, 

She jumped the game . 

The first development at Sour Lake, which is less than 
20 miles west of Beaumont and in Hardin County, was 
in 1893. A small amount of 16 gravity oil was found 
at a depth of about 300 feet, but commercial production 

known as Evangeline, was discov· 
ered in 1901. The first well was 
drilled by Heywood Brothers, and it 
was in this field that these men 
achieved their greatest success. The 
discovery well was a good producer, 
and many 10,000- and 12,000·barrel 
producers were completed. One well 
at Jennings, drilled by Heywood 
Brothers, flowed for six months, duro 
ing which time it produced more 
than 1,000,000 barrels of oil. 

)Iude rn instulluHon of 1), luujor o»erator. Note the impruveluent in the des igon of the 
L ufldn U ni t in this ill s tnllntion us compared with the one above. Lufldll E ngi neers are 

cons tnntl y at work improving the design al1<l efficiency of our equi plnent. 

It was this field that led to the 
development of oil well screen . an 
important invention that has made 
production possible in so many 
Gulf Coast fields . The producing 
zone was a loose bed of sand that 
gave much troub le. The sand pro­
duced with the oil cut out surface 
con nections, and it is reported that 
a pipe line was worn out by the cut­
ling action of the sa nd. 
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All of the first production was ob­
tained from a shallow sand at 375 
feet and a cap rock found at about 
800 feet. Peak production was 
reached in 1903, when the field 
yielded more than 8,000,000 barrels 
of oiL 

Deeper production was developed 
in 1914 by the West and Humble 
Oil interests_ This started another 
boom for Sour Lake and was the 
signal for an extensive drilling cam­
paign that raised production to 
about 28,000 barrels dail y_ On the 
Hardin County tract Humble Oil & 
Refining Company's 0_ 14 Hardin 
came in during the fall of 1916. 
producing 14,000 barrels of oil, and 
made more than 1,000,000 barrels of 
oil before it stopped flowing severa l 
months later. l\lnrine o l>e rations along the _Louis iana Coust have g reatly inc reased oil produc tion in sev­

e ral areas. This picture shows one of the Inajur oil c onlpallY'S drilling and boiler barges 
t hat float or sin),;:, as the occasion delnands. Saratoga is one of the oldest Gulf 

Coast fields, the first well having 
been drilled in 1860. The first test 

showed some heavy oil. A spring pole was used in 
drilling this interesting well. Some time la ter Savage 
Brothers drilled to a depth of 250 feet and developed 
a small amount of heavy oiL In 1901 Ben Hooks 
driHed Hooks o. 1 to a depth of 1000 feet and com­
pleted the well as a 500-barrel producer. The Rio Bravo 
and Guffey interests have controlled the field a lmost 
from the start, with the Sun Company and others having 
smaller interests in the field. Saratoga never was a 
sensational producer, but in 1905 the field accounted 
for a number of 1O,000-barrel wells. 

was not ob tained at thal time. Savage Brothers devel­
oped a small amount of heavy oil in shallow wells in 
1895. and in 1898 the Gu If Coast Refinin g Company 
bui lt a 100-barrel refinery in the field to handle pro­
duction from a number of shal low we lls. 

Deeper drilling was star ted in 1901, a t which time 
the Guffey Company drilled a 1200-foot well on the west 
side of the field. The Great Western Company obtained 
a heavy flow of hot wa ter at a depth of 1500 feet, but 
in 1902 this company struck a natural flow of oil in 
a we ll at 683 feet on the Wirt Davis tract. The well soon 
sanded up, as no screen was set. In May, 1902, the 
Atlantic & Pacific well flo wed over the derrick in the 
presence of representatives of large oi l companies. On 
the fo ll owing Jul y 11, Guffey No. 2 blew ou t, and the 
next day Guffey No. 3 did likewise. On Jul y 18, Guffey 
No. 2 came in as a gusher. A littl e later the Sour Lake 
Oil Company completed a well tha t made about 10,000 

The Batson field was discovered through oil and gas 
seepages, the first producing well having been drilled 
in October, 1903, by the Paraffine Oil Company, which 
later became a part of Humble Oil & Refining Company. 
Several we lls were compl eted in rapid succession, but 
the real excitement did not begin until December 19. 
when Paraffine No.2 came in making 6000 barrels of 

barrels from a sand at on I y 375 feet. 
The usual excitement did not attend 
the earl y Sour Lake development, 
but it arrived a littl e later in a big 
way. Early in 1903 The Texas Com­
pany, backed mainly by John W. 
Gates, bought 850 acres in the heart 
of the Sour Lake field for $900,000. 
The first well was drilled on trial , 
but after a flo w of more than 10,000 
barrels was obtained, the purchasers 
exercised their option. The first test 
well flowed a six-inch stream of oil 
more than 100 feet through the trees. 
the secret test having been made on 
a rain y night. The development that 
follo wed made millions for the 
Texas Company. 

A Inajor oil cornllull .)" uses a s pecial bolte d wood c ons truction for a de rric l,;: foundation in 
Freeport, T exas, wh e re a gouod derri c ',;: f'(twr elevation was important becnuse of dnnger 

from floods . 

Production soo n reached 30.000 
barrels dail y, and the dail y output 
in August, 1903, touched 100,000 
barrels. The price of oil dropped 
from 65 cents to ]5 cents per barrel. 
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30 gravity oil. The same interests 
completed a 15,000·barrel producer 
a short time later , and soon a flood 
of production forced oil prices down 
to 25 cents per barrel. 

, I .. 

Durin g the next few months Bat­
son experienced a great boom, as 
evidenced by a production of almost 
1l.000,000 barrels of oil in 1904, 
the peak year. The danger from gas 
was great and it was difficult to find 
fresh air in the fi eld. Even wild 
geese, a ttracted a t night by the great 
gas fl a res, were said to have been 
as ph yxia ted by the gas. The gas be· 

The fn lnons Conroe Crate r nfte r the w e ll had been brought unde r control. The w e ll be­
lunged to the .Harrison & Abe rcrombie Interests , a nd was purc hased by HUlubl e Oil & 
H.e finin g COllll>uny. Hu.uble broug ht the w e ll unde r c ontrol by drilling dc \'iated h o le froln 

came so bad that a rule was made to burn it as it was 
separated from the oil. One man built his house at 
night by the light of these great natural torches. Guffey 
Petroleum Company's Ril ey No.1 produced 34,000 bar· 
rels of oil in a single day. Batson's production came 
from several sands between 200 and 1200 feet. Salt 
water soon entered the field and ma ny we lls suddenl y 
turned entirely to salt water. Production declined rap· 
idly after 1904. 

The Humble fi eld has been a proli fic producer, and 
is one of the few maj or fi elds that reached a peak pro· 
duction during its discovery year. The discovery we ll , 
D. R. Beaty's No.1, was completed J anuary 9, 1905, as 
a 5000·barrel producer a t 700 feet. An intensive devel· 
opment campaign follo wed and the field produced 
15,594,000 barrels of oil during 1905. Many of the 
sha llow well s were prolific p roducers. In 1915 and 1916 

deeper producing zones were found 
and the fi eld again became a leading 
Gulf Coast producer. 

S uperior 0 i 1 Conl ­
]luny'S drilling- outfi t 
t hat recently extend­
ed a d ee., IJroduci ng 

area at Jennings, 
Louis iana . 

PATENTS PENDIN G 

WELL HOO KE D ON 

t he surface. 

Barbers Hill , Vinton, Markham, Hull , West Columbia 
and many other sa lt domes were opened to development 
between 1910 and 1920. Many fi e lds that later became 
major factors did not yield la rge quantities of oil for 
several yea rs. 

About 1923 geophysics was introduced to the Gulf 
Coast, and during the next 10 years the reserves of the 
district were more than doubled. Through use of the 
magnetometer, torsion balance, and seismograph, many 
important oil fi elds have been found. Most of the earl y 
discoveries were made because of surface indications, 
and it became difficu lt to find new fie lds in the flat 
districts. Geophysics fi li ed this breach, since a lack of 
surface indications in no way affected the location of 
structures. 

Deeper production in severa l fi elds, notably Spindl e 
Top, Orange, and Barbers Hill , between 1920 and 1930 
accounted for a la rge part of the Gulf Coast total. Flank 
production around many salt domes was very important. 

A new type of production has been developed a lon a 

the Gulf Coast since 1931, with the entrance of the dee; 
seated salt dome. Conroe, Tomball , Raccoon Bend, An· 
ahuac, Hastings, Dickinson, Bosco and Tepeta te are 

• CONTI NUED ON P AGE 18 

COMBINED 

BALANCED TAKE-OFF 

WELL HOOKE D OFF 
The Goose Creek fi eld was discov· 

ered in 1906, but did not become a 
factor until 1917 and 1918. The fa· 
mous " Sweet 16," drill ed by Simms 
and Company, flo wed a t a 35,000· 
barrel rate for a short time. The 
fi eld has produced a lmost 70,000,000 
barrels of oil , this crude being de· 
sirable for making lubricating oil. 

The Lufkin Comblnatlun coooteroo ..... ce take off and knockout. 
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W. D . WINSTON, Jl{., 
Secretary 

L ufkin Foundry & l\fac hin e Co. 
The boy who signs and receives the ch e di!>O . 

With the Lufkin ( )ameraman 
On the following pages we present personalities in various fields, 

particularly the Gulf Coast and South Texas fields who have been 
kind enough to pose for the Lufkin Cameraman. Interspersed 
throughout these pages are various types of Lufkin installations 
along si de the men in charge of operations. 

From time to tim e the Lufkin Cameraman will visit varIOUS 
field s and we trust that our good friends will not refuse to have 

their photos taken. 
As a result of photographs appeari ng in th e Lufkin Line, friend­

ships have been renewed by men who have been out of touch with 
each other for as much as twenty years. Your photo in the Lufkin 
Line may be the means of communication with old friends of long 
standing. 

We will appreciate your cooperation very much. 

ANNOUNCING ... 
we have established 
New Deadqua.-te.-s in 

OUR NEW EAST TEXAS address is now KILGORE, 

TEXAS, where we have established offices and ware-

house. Our location will be at the "Y" intersection 

of the Henderson-Longview highway and the Kilgore 

Cut-off, northeast of Kilgore-across from the ware­

house of the Louisiana Pipe & Supply Co. 

We will carry a complete stock of units and auxil­

iary equipm ent, including parts. 

Henderson office will be closed out « 

LUFKIN FOUNDRY & 
MACHINE COMPANY 
KILGORE, TEXAS - 'PHONE 875 



Copied from an original at The History Center.     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2013:023

I Left: l\lr. F. O. O .. an. Right: I\lr. R. B. Knight. 
K & A Oil Co., Talco, Texas. 

TffRU 
LfnSAnD 
SffUTTf R 

llr. J. A. Byrd, uith 
Bradley & Foshee, 

Kilgore, Texas. 
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No. 1409 Lufkin T.C. 2-31-B Unit, 
Ariola X Fee-Republic Production 

& Houston Oil Company, Ariola 
Texas. 

ARIOLA FIELD 
I) ,u·nttllr .. n nd 11.fldll 

I"""u llation .. 

Attractive office and station of Dirl<s Brothers, Tuleta, Tents. 

TULETA OIST. 
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Lufkins Never "'ear Out. This is a typical instal­
lation of about 40 such units transferred to Duval 
County by a major oil company, This unit is pump­
Ing 3 wells by means of back-crank equipment. 

Texas Company, Rlli~ No.2, Loma N.ovia field, Du,'al 
County, Lufkm T.C. 3-22 pumpmg unit. 

Texas Company's R. O. Van Fleet. Dist Engr., left, 
and lV. C. Rump, Res. Engr., Freer District. 

I Lufkin Unit T.C. 3-225 with bell crank take-off. 
ll'elder lease, Loma Novia field, Duval County, 

major oil company. 
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R. A. (Ralph) Noble. Lufkin's 
Gulf Coast representative 

STANOLIND OIL 1/ GAS COl\IPANY EMPLOYEES, South Houston Distriet-Baek, Left to Right: Bull 
Smith, Truek Pusher, English Truck Lines; Lester Bille, Field Clerl<; John Seis, " 'arehouseman; M. C. Kelly, 
Prod. Clerk; R. M. Johnson, Head Roustabout. Front Row: John Huckabay ; B. L. Ragsdale, App. Engr.; F . C. 

Beleau, Supt,; C. M. Bosted, Field Engr. Sitting, Front: Sk<:et Harder, Prod. Foreman. 

L. B. (Larry) Golden, Lufkin's 
representative at Allee, Tesss. 

Stanolind Oil 1/ Gas Company, South Houston District, Lufldn S.C. No. 58 
Unit. 

ATLANTIC OIL PRODUCING COMPANY, Great 
Bend, Kansas-Left to Right: Dewey Jordan (Prod. 
Supt.); Dick Ragan, lUat. Man; S. K. l\lyers, Farm 

Boss. 

lIi.~('f> II(/lIf'o" .~ .~'HlJI.~"OI.~ {,y 

1/'" t,,/I .. ill 
A. B. (Art) Bennett, Lufkin's 
East Texas representative with 
headquarters at Longview, Texas. 

'., 
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Lufkin No. 31 Unit with Lufkin counterbalance 
vertical swing pulling 4 wells, Luling Oil & Gas 

Company, Caesar Pool, Bee County. 

LULING OIL ,. GAS COMPANY, Caesar Pool-Left to Right, Front: C. R. Rees, 
Line Foreman; A. L. Judd, " 'elder; A. lV. Kunitz, Office Manager; "'allace Ril 
Drilling Superintendent. Back: Joe Luark, Production Foreman; lV. C. Lewallen, Tr 

Foreman; Claude Talley, Roustabout; E. N. Jones, Superintendent. 

McAlester Fuel Company, Caesar Pool, Bee County, 
Lufldn T.C. 4-11 Unit. Tom Van Deventer, Pro­
duction Foreman, is the Jrentleman in the picture. 

Luling Oil ,. Gas Company, Caesar Pool, Bee Coun 
Lufkin No. 58 Unit with baek side crank and count 

balance vertical swing. 

Lufkin T.C. 5-7 Unit \lith plain cranks and bea 
balance, Luling Oil ,. Gas Company, Caesar Poo 

Bee County. 

HUMBLE OIL,. REFINING COl\IPANY EMPLOYEES-Conroe, Texas: C. G. Swank, Major 011 eompany installation of Lufkin T.C. 3-22 Unit in the 
Production Foreman; H. Durst, Engineer; R. S. Hendrix. Chief Clerk. Conroe, Texas, field. 
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Green Gulch and Cas.. Grande, beautiful flat-topped peak in the Chisos 
~Iountains, withjn the contlnes of the new Big Bend National Park. 

UN~LE SAM~S N EW EST 

By HARRY VAN DEMAR K 
Editor "Texas Parade" 
to whom w. are ind.bt.d for this articl. and 
the accompanying illustrations. 

Winding its generally lazy, uncertain way be­
tween the United States and Mexico, the Rio 
Grande cuts a wide, eccentric arch southward 
where the Texas plains give way to rugged moun­
tains. Here is the Big Bend country, storied haunt 
of bad men and their dauntless enemies, the 
Texas Rangers. Like a good, benevolent relative, 
Uncle Sam is now going to 
make this, almost the last 
stamping ground of the 
wild west, into a national 
park, replacing the rutted 
wagon roads with smooth 
PW A trails, so that the 
most timid tourist may 
perhaps play golf over a 
territory that was once as 
wild as any schoolboy's 
dream. 

ware and Rhode Island, Big Bend has a scenic 
beauty that is almost an unknown quantity in the 
United States. Railroads have never found it profit­
able to run tracks deep into this section because 
of the scant outlook for pay freight and the meager 
population. Brewster county, the largest of the five 
counties in that section, has an area greater than 

o 

LEGEND: 

the state of Connecticut, 
yet only seven thousand 
people live there. 

Extending over an area 
that is as great as the com­
bined states of Massachu­
setts, New Jersey, Dela-
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As planned the new na­
tional park will contain 
about 1,500,000 acres in 
Brewster and Presidio 
counties. I t is hoped that 
it will be extended into 
Mexico under an arrange­
ment similar to that com­
pleted in 1932 when the 
Waterton Lakes-Glacier 
International Peace Park 
was established between 
the United States and Can-
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ada. The Mexican land 
across the Rio Grande is 
similar to that in the Big 
Bend, having at the same 
time all the picturesque 
atmosphere of Old Mex· 
ICO. 

Top: Paisano Peak. Legend 
says that in the mi.l.Ue of 
the seventeenth centnry 
two Spaniards met here, 
cLaSI)ed hands, and ex­
change(l a greeting, f'~1i 
Paisano" (l\Jy Country­
ntan), hence the name, Pai­
sano Peale. Below: 'Valls of 
Boquillos Canyon, 2000 feet 

high. 

Many years ago the Rio Grande was working 
hard to cut a passage through the great limestone 
barrier known as the "Mesa De Anguila." This 
was at last accomplished and the result of these 
years of labor on the part of this great river is the 
gorgeous Santa Helena Canyon. 

This is the beginning of the big bend of the 
Rio Grande creating that part of the Southwest 
known as the Big Bend area. The river on leaving 
the Santa Helena Canyon turned south rather than 
taking the easier eastward route. It seemed to be 
looking for more worlds to conquer. As it con­
tinued its southward bend, it encountered the 
Mariscal Mountains. Here, rather than turn north 
and go around the barrier, it cut a deep twist 
through this mountain, and we have the center 
canyon known as the Mariscal. Here the river 
starts its northward swing to complete the Big 
Bend. On this journey more obstacles were en­
countered as the "Sierra Del Caballo Muerto" 
(Dead Horse Mountain) blocked its path; but 
having completed two jobs of canyon-making the 
old river dug in and as a result we have the beau­
tiful Boquillos Canyon, marking the eastern point 
of the Big Bend Park as designated by the state. 

This eighty-five-mile river line, passing through 
these three amazing canyons forms the southern 
present boundary of the Big Bend State Park. 

Beginning at the lowest end of Bosquillos Can­
yon, the western boundary line follows up the 
Sierra Del Caballo Muerto and Santiago Moun­
tains ' to Persimmon Gap, where the highway 
crosses the Santiago Mountains. The northern 

boundary line follows along the Santiagos for 
about two miles. Here the line takes a southwest­
erly direction, passing through the Rosillos (Rose) 
and Christmas Mountains to the old border town 
of Lajetas (Flat Stones) at the western end of the 
Santa Helena Canyon. This comprises an area of 
approximately one million acres. 

Almost in the center of this area, there rises out 
of its semiarid surroundings, the Chisos (Ghost) 
Mountains, which attain an altitude of eight thou­
sand feet and are packed full of thrills, are beau­
tiful in design and color and covered with trees, 
flowers and shrubs of many species. 

To reach this wonder spot you leave U. S. High­
way No. 90, and State Highway No. 3 at Mara-

The gateway to the Big Bend National 
Parli". in the Chisos range. eight~' -fl\'(> 

nliles south of Alpine. 
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'1'011 view: The \\'iUe j\fuseum EX lledition in the Big Bend district, 
1924. Center: Caves in Eagle Nest Canyon. Bottom: The Chisos 
(Ghost) iUonntains are so named because of their ~1;raordinary 
coloring at night. This view was taken just as the sun was setting. 
Thc ,)hotogral)hs on this page were tal,en by George C. NaUe, Sr., 
of .4l1stin, and one of the state's outstanding aillateur Ilhotogra,>hers. 

thon, Texas, (shown on the accompanying map) 
alld turn south over a new state highway that is 
under construction from Marathon to Santa Helena 
Canyon. This road is maintained in excellent con­
dition and no difficulties will be encountered along 
the route. Should trouble develop, courteous treat­
ment and assistance will be extended you by the 
highway employees at any of several road camps. 

As you travel southward from Marathon you 
pass through rolling hills, on which graze many 
fine herds of cattle. This continues for some twen­
ty-five miles. Then you enter into the limestone 
hills on which the greasewood, catclaw, Spanish 
dagger and other semi-arid vegetation abounds. 

No timber of any kind is visible, yet on all 
sides rise lofty mountains. Always in the distance 
one notes a majestic range, towering above all 
others. These are the Chisos Mountains in the very 
heart of the Big Bend Park. Continuing your jour­
ney southward you cross the Santiago Mountains 
through Persimmon Gap, from which point you 
get your first real view of the Chisos, some fifty 
miles away. Leaving the Gap you travel along the 
Rosillos Mountains on into Tornillo desert, taking 
its name Tornillo (screw) from the screw beans 
growing along the dry creek beds. 

This desert is one of the beauty spots of your 
trip. Beds of blue, yellow, green, brown and white 
clays catch the sunlight and make a picture long 
to be remembered. Here are great petrified trees, 
some ten feet in diameter and fifty to seventy-five 
feet in length, mute evidence of giant forests of 
bygone ages. 

Leaving the desert you start your climb toward 
the Chisos range. The visitor has now probably 
begun to doubt the existence of trees and shrubs, 
as nothing but desert vegetation is in sight. Climb­
ing ever upward you soon reach an altitude of 
4000 feet, where stately oaks and pines and flow­
ering shrubs and plants greet you on all sides. 
You enter the Chisos Mountains through Green 
Gulch at the head of which stands beautiful Casa 
Grande peak. You continue up Green Gulch, trav­
eling over a new scenic highway, built by the CCC 
boys, until you reach the divide at an elevation of 
6000 feet. From this vantage point the glories of 
the mountains in all directions will astound you; 
for you have left the semiarid country which exists 
in every direction around the Chisos, and are now 
in a paradise of scenery and vegetation. Here in 
the Chisos are preserved fauna and flora of many 
parts of our country. Here you will find reminders 
of Canada, Colorado, the Tropics. Here East, West, 
North and South meet and leave their marks. Here 
is preserved the legends and romance of the Great 
Southwest. 

Rising in spots to a height of 8,000 feet, the 
Chisos range offers a climate unexcelled. Here you 
sleep under cover every night in the year. Cool and 
delightful in summer, invigorating but not un­
comfortable in winter, the Chisos provides a year­
round playground for the sight-seer and vacation-



Copied from an original at The History Center.     www.TheHistoryCenterOnline.com     2013:023

- f I7 1-------------- -----q:]te cf.!ujkin c2iue 

ist, as well as a paradise for the geologist, archae­
ologist, botanist, ornithologist and biologist. 

To the south, east and west of the Chisos you 
encounter the pure Mexican atmosphere, adobe 
huts, burros, good Mexican food and the spirit of 
manana, its str~mming guitars and sorgs and cus­
toms of another race. 

The history of the Big Bend area extends back­
ward into the dark ages of American chronology, 
for here in the rock wall shelters is found the 
handicraft of the Basket-Maker Indians, known to 
us only by the cultural remains preserved in the 
dry dust of these shelters. The rude paintings de­
picting man and beast, some of geometrical de­
sign, are the attempts of early man to leave some 
record of his surroundings and his struggle for 
existence. The true meaning of these paintings is 
still a mystery. 

On the south bank of the Rio Grande, where it 
reaches the point farthest south, stands the · ruins 
of the old Mission and Presidio of San Vicente. 
Old records tell us that all the men of the Presidio 
were criminals, sent there to labor in the develop­
ment of mines. Consequently there are many 
legends and stories of buried treasure and lost 
mines in and near the Chisos Mountains. 

The great war trail of the Comanches came 
out of the plains country and through the very 
heart of the Big Bend. It crossed the Rio Grande 
near San Vicente and reached into the distant state 
of Durango. Early American travelers tell of this 
trail being lined with the bleached bones of thou­
sands of horses and cattle taken in Mexico, which 
perished of thirst as they were driven north by 
the red man. 

In thi s Big Bend area the secrets of geology 
open before you like the pages of a book. The part 
played by fire, wind and water is told in the torn 
and twisted masses of lava and stone which are 
exposed for your inspection. Fossils, many of rare 
and beautiful pattern, ranging in size from a 
quarter of an inch to more than three feet in di­
ameter, are found. Skeletons of monstrous pre-

historic animals, petrified trees and stumps of 
enormous size, all tell the story of ancient times. 

Along the river, hot water springs, with tem­
peratures as high as 105 degrees, gush from the 
rocks and in some places bubble up through the 
cool waters of the river. Years of usage have 
proved these waters to be of a curative value. Near 
by you find deep bedrock mortars, with evidence 
of much use by the Indians. No doubt the medicine 
man worked his magic with the aid of these 
waters. 

The bird lover will find more than two hundred 
feathered species in the area, among them the 
rare wild pigeon, the beautiful golden eagle and 
the colima warbler. 

The botanist will find some five hundred plants 
to study, as well as the tall Ponderosa pine, the 
Douglas fir, many oaks, aspen, willow, mahogany, 
ash, Arizona cypress, and junipers, all growing 
side by side with cacti . 

Deer, black bears, coyotes, pumas, bobcats, 
foxes and numerous other animals roam the for­
ests. Beavers build their dams along the Rio 
Grande. If you are interested in reptiles you have 
some forty species to greet you, including the 
green and pink rattlers. 

The State Parks Board, working with the Na­
tional Park Service, is planning a development of 
the area, to provide accommodations for visitors, 
construct trails to make the area accessible, and 
at the same time not destroy its natural beauty. 
It is the desire of all concerned to preserve thi s 
storehouse of wonders as nearly as possible in the 
way nature built it. 

Late in 1934 a CCC camp was established in 
the Chisos Mountains to begin the work of making 
the area accessible to travelers. A beautiful high­
way has been constructed up Green Gulch, cross­
ing the divide at an elevation of 6000 feet, then 
winding down into the "Basin." There are many 

Below left: EXI>loring an Indian cave, Chisos ~Iountajns, Big Bend 
National Parle B e low right: A hardy tourist ]>e netrating the rug­
ged Big Ben(l district. The conlpletion of r08(ls ,vill soon Jlulke 
th.is a·rea easy of a ccess to lnotorists. 
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miles of fine trails for horsebat;l( riding and hik­
ing. An ample water supply has been developed 
and everything is now ready to start a program 
of establishing accommodations for visitors. If 
you care to camp out, there are many beautiful 
spots now available. But you should provide plenty 
of cover for the trip. Gasoline is available at a 
point midway between the Park and Marathon, 
and also at several points on the river. 

The ideal trip is to drive from Marathon or 
Alpine to the Chisos Mountains. Spend a few days, 
or perhaps a week, seeing the beauties of the 
mountains. Take a one-day trip to the Santa Helena 
Canyon, v,isiting the mining towns of Study Butte 
and Terlingua en route. Return to camp or con­
tinue down along the Rio Grande through Castalon, 
Johnson's Ranch, San Vi(;cnte and into Boquillos, 

where you may secure the finest Mexican food. 
Here you will see the beautiful Boquillos Canyon 
and the towering Del Carmen Mountains, one of 
the most glorious views to be seen on the continent. 

Alpine will provide the tourist with fine hotel 
accommodations and friendly assistance in arrang­
ing your trip. Hotel accommodations may also be 
secured at Marathon and at either town or else­
where in the area you will meet genuine western 
hospitality. 

In the Big Bend area the visitor will find pleas­
ure resting among towering peaks and beautiful 
trees. The student will become wiser in the knowl­
edge of nature's handicraft. The invigorating cli­
mate in both summer and winter will provide rest 
and recreation for those who seek a secluded spot 
for health or pleasure, or both. 

IN THE GULF COAST • CONTINUED FROl\1 PAGE 7 

structures of this type, and their discovery should be 
attributed to geophysics. Fields of this type produce 
exclusively from above the salt, and in no instance has 
salt been found. . 

The first Gulf Coast production was very shallow, but 
the trend has been toward greater depths from the 
beginning. Perhaps the deepest commercial production 
in the world has been developed at Bayou St. Dennis, 
Louisiana, and Old Ocean, Texas, where wells recently 
were completed just above 10,000 feet. 

The history of South Texas has been one of consistent 
expansion over a wide area. Following successful drill­
ing along trends in Duval, Webb, Jim Hogg, Live Oak, 
Bee and Goliad Counties, the area around Corpus Christi 
Bay rapidly fell under development. 

South Texas has been regarded as one of the most 
promising "poor boy" drilling areas in the United 
States, due to the comparatively low cost of operati'ons. 
Many small but substantial operators have played im­
portant roles in the development of good fields in sev­
eral counties. Although a high percentage of wells in 
several fields has been placed on the pump, pumping 
installations compare favorably with those in larger 

. fields in other districts. 

Early development dates back to 1905, but the most 
important fields in South Texas are comparatively new. 
The Refugio field was indicated by a gas discovery in 
1920, but commercial oil was not developed until 1928. 
The Greta field is one of the newer producing areas in 
South Texas, and perhaps the largest oil reserve in the 
entire district. This area was discovered in 1933 by 
Smith and Seagraves, and it is estimated that the field 
ultimately will yield more than 75,000,000 barrels of 
oil. Tomoconnor is another important recent addition 
to Refugio County fields, being about two years old. 

The Government Wells and Lorna ovia fields in 
Duval County are major producing areas in every way, 
and together represent an oil reserve of more than 
100,000,000 barrels. Seven Sisters is another important 
Duval County field. 

The Saxet and Saxet Heights fields near Corpus 
Christi are interesting newer fields along the coast, and 
the Plymouth field in San Patricio County is regarded 
as a major area. 

Dozens of small pumping fields in South Texas are 
being profitably operated by both major and inde­
pendent companies, and the district offers unusual 
opportunities for development on a modest scale. 
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Lufh:in, Texas 

This Bow-Wows 'Em 
Pedestrian: ( to boy leading skinny 

mongrel pup) "What kind of a dog 
is that, my boy?" 

Boy: "This is a Police Dog." 
Pedestrian : "That doesn' t look like 

a police dog." 
AL E . CUDLIPP, Editor 

DISTRICT OFFI CES 
Boy : "Nope, it's in the secret H OUSTON, TEXAS 

806 2nd Nation al Bank Building 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

1504 Magn olia Building 
KILGORE, TEXAS 

Phone 875 
ODESSA, T EXAS 

LONGV I EW, TEXAS 
131 Sidney S treet 

Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
5959 South Alameda 

BAKERSFIELD, CALI F ORNIA 
30th & M Sts., c/o V alley 

T ULSA, OKLAHOMA 
1305 P hil tower Building 

SEMINOLE, OKLAHOMA 

NEW YORK, N . Y . 
149 Broadway, " Luffo" 

W a rehouse 

. " serVIce. 

"McDonall, will ye not have a 
cigarette ?" 

Vol. XV 4th QUARTER, 1936 No.4 

"Thank ye, no. I never smoke wi' 
gloves on. I canna stand the smell 
0' burning leather. " 

T he Rightful Owner 
A man who had not been very 

good during his earthly life died and 
went below. As soon as he got to the 
nether regions, he began to give or· 
ders for changing the positions of 
the furnaces, and commenced bossing 
the imps around. One of them reo 
ported to Satan how the newcomer 
was acting. 

" Say," said Satan to him, "you act 
as though you owned this place." 

"Sure," said the man, "my wife 
gave it to me whi le I was on earth." 

~ 

Falling Allowed 
Diner: I see that tips are forbidden 

here. 
Waitress: Bless your heart, sir, so 

was the app les In the garden of 
Eden. 

Blind 
Irate Fan: Hey, ump, where's your 

dog? 
Umpire : What dog? I haven't a 

dog. 
Fan: Well, you're the first blind 

man I've ever seen that didn't have 
one! 

~ 

Not Interested 
Senator : What did the audience do 

when you said you never paid a cent 
for a vote and never wou ld ? 

Congressman: Well , a few of them 
applauded but the rest of them got 
up and walked out. 

~ 

Modem Proverbs 
Tell the truth - and shame the 

family. 
Many are cold, but few are frozen. 
A fool and his money are soon 

spotted. 

Hot Cha! 
A girl met an old flame who had 

turned her down, and decided to 
highhat him. 

"Sorry," she murmured when the 
hostess introduced him to her. " I 
didn't get your name." 

" I know you didn't," rep lied the 
ex·boy friend , "but you certainly 
tried hard enough." 

~ 
" I'll be frank with you," said the 

young man when the embrace was 
over. "You're not the first girl I ever 
kissed." 

" I' ll be frank with you," she an· 
swered. "You've got a lot to learn." 

Visitor: 
ington ?" 

~ 
" How far IS it to Wash-

Native: "Wa'al, I don't rightl y 
know, but I'll call Eph. Eph' ll know. 
He's traveled all over. He's go t 
shoes." 

~ 

A careful driver ap proached a rail­
road ; he stopped, looked and listened. 
All he heard was the car behind him 
crashing into his gas tank. 

-tc 
Uncle and niece watched the young 

people dance about them. 
" I'll bet you never saw any danc­

ing like that back in the nineties, 
uncle ?" 

"Once- but the place was raided." 

Slness 
The happiest business in the world 

Is that of making friends, 
And no " investment" on "the street" 

Pays larger dividends. 
For life is more than stocks and bonds, 

And love, than rate per cent, 
And he who gives in friendship's name 

Shall reap as he has spent. 
Life is the great investment, 

And no man lives in vain 
Who guards a hundred friendships 

As a miser guards his gain. 
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Believe it or ~¥OT! 
(with apologies to RIPLEY) 

1. It is \OT necessary to send a truck to the tool house, or 
supply store, for extra weights if crank pin is set out one 
hole. 

2. Two men are \01 required to put on or take off weights, 
when well conditions change. 

3. Thirty minutes to one hour is (n required to change 
counterbalance. (Only five minutes with a Lufkin-Trout 
crank!) 

4.. It is ) 1 hazardous to workman to increase, or decrease, 
counterbalance on a Lufkin-Trout crank. 

5. Lufkin-Trout cr anks do 
parts. 

consist of a dozen or more 

6 . There is 'J excessive crank shaft bearing strains due 
to a long radius of gyration. 

COMPARE THE LUFKIN-TROUT CRANK WITH ANY COMPETITIVE CRANK ! 

" LUFKin uniTS ARE mAnUFA[TURED AT LUFWln, TEHA5 BY LUFMln 
FOunDRY ,mRCHlnE [ompnnY, QUALITY mACHinERY SinCE 1900:' 
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