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Dear \1s Mmg<--c 

'l..walla 1:1eme11lary 
PO Box 4'i 

Lu1u/lu, Texu\ 7."i9811 

December 5, 1997 

fhanl. you for tal..:ing 11me from your busy .,.;hc.ful1 to part1c1patc m 
such a meaningful Y,ay tn our Pimrerr Day 11, /a, :dla r lcmentaf) 
Ha\1ng. the opponumtv to learn about the h1~1orv of Zavalla was 
great for our stu<laib and for u~ adulti. as Y.elt fa en though llUlf1) 

hou~ ofptcparalt()n were put mto the planning of this day 11 could 
not ha\C happened .... ,thout each of our part1c1pants 

You helped mal.e special memories for our students by givmg of 
~our time and talents to contnbute to the succc~s of our Pioneu 
Day celcbratton PletUe l.nmi• that you are ''OJ' much 
appreciated, and that all uf IH here at ZcmJ/la Elementary ~end 
our K'amre<it widrc.for a Merry llrri1tma\ and a 1/appy Sn. 
}ear. 

Smcerd}, 

Sarah Thrasher, pnnc1pal 
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Huntington Herald 
Highlights OJ 1915 
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Also 1D !be Dtwa for that 

• Hl<: "Ho. 868 wtU cure maJa.. ~IIIQ, Geo. J. ,.,. Georp 
11111 loot ..,hl•dut:loaQl'cas111er 
. ... .. • •"' ,._ • .,, to the 

ltao 
·ouJd 
It, II 
cl It 
bor-

rai..t ,...., 
nth~ 
r..i­•...., 

COQ:J­

J)lace 

11.S bJ, 
Htlnc 
Yls!-

d the 

Ml9'ks u.,,.., 
•lat 

;-tom. 
llpa-

ltW'lh 
Olla.I 
Tu­

-40.00, 
B.OoJ 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



~ 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



(!) 

Wh·at's in a name: Two 
'l's' or just one? 

Sec. 8 Pa~e 2 The Lufkin (Texas) News, Sunday, February 22, 1976 

'ZAVALA' PROOF 
An early 19~0s photo raph 
sho"s Bell) Min re stand• 
Ing behind a Zaula road 
sign The &1gn 1s her proof 
that the town name wai; once 
spelled \\llh one I 

'ZAVALA' 
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Thie k is t 
Th Z valla of my 
upplied by many d 

marring oth r old namPa, 
daughtP.r Patti wt it Co 
area. so oft nm re than o 

The busin a plac of Za 
are gon ! In th ir pl are r busi 
pride. We have in or t d. a fi 
system. and soon a yet local 

W1,i11 rs• •-

n w schools to replace the on oat by fire. 
a group of fircmpn und r the chi£. a group of Ame 
have taken everal awards for cleaning up Zavalla 
town ia moving forward after many years of jut h 
A.B.C. group had a fl raising, July 5,1997 a big 
th town. W n arly burst w th pride' Long may a 

I firat started gat 
aeries in honor of th 
week from July 1975 t 
people. I copied th 
to vut this book of m 
of old Zav lla -
book will alway mak 

You will find pho 
grandparents as 
of our echoole, 
two photds of c 
some of th tud 
know so I can a i 

Th peopl hav al 
keP.ping it going fcom 

Th people support 
small town Zavalla hM a 
our schools hav be n burn 
rebuild. They know those ch 
giv tbP.m th bet ducatio 
early Zavalliane I have bee 

As with every thing I do. no au d 
husband of fifty one years. H t th libr 
copy for me. H wasn't born h • t Zavalla i d 
activ in annual Santa parad, Ci Club, City inc 
organization, and in the past act in ic 
teacher at First Baptist Church. n yo d 
was at every mo ting for v ry I t t fi t.e 

So I wi h to dedicat this book to e ~ho 
cbcerin partner to Zavalla for tl 27 Y I 
hack home. Home to Zavalla whP.r my rooto gr0lJ deep! I 
Zavalla on to him and as in all our life together h 
important part of ~ttins thie book togeth r! I could n 
his help. '!'hank you Herman Lee (Leo) Hing . 

Betty Mas y Ming 
BETI'Y,BOK 
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f\ngeu.na L.Ount;y 
Novemoer 1L,lo4o Tax List 

Squire ~rown Assessor-Collector 

James Bridges 640 Acres 

A. Chumnley. Samuel Burris 1. 111 Acr es 

G.T.W. Collins.William Colwell. 2.399 Acres 
Elizaheth C9lwell. 

Robert Walker. John L. Graham. 177 Acres 
Peter Galloway 

John HcGenia. ?. John HcGenis 
agent for Peter Galloway. 
Barney Rhodes. Matilda Cherry 

Jesse McIntosh 

William Herrington 

William M. Moses 

Daniel McInt osh 

W.W. Hanka 

L.L. Shoftner 

John McAnaly 

David Barren 

177 Acres 

177 Acres 

640 Acres 

330 Acres 

300 Acres 

540 Acree 

50 Acres 

637 Acres 

150 Acres 

( 

7 slaves 

1 slave 

1 slave 

A.J . Colwell. Winfield Wright. 
Josiah Martin 

100 Acres 1 lot in Sabinetown 

Elizabeth Stanley 

Samuel Gilliland 

Green Stanley, John D. Step, 
Solomon Step. Francis Hill. 
S. Davis. Micheal Byous 

Joel Banks. John h. Grayham 

A.C. Colwell. James Delaney, 
Nathan W. Gann 

Elisha A. Evans 

John D. Gann 

Georae Massingale 
1846.TAX 

1.100 Acres 

1.476 Acres 

3 lots in Calhoune 6 slaves 

2.813 Acres 

480 Acres 

420 Acres 

2.080 Acres 

640 Acree 1 slave 
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Samuel Gann 

John Evans. Solomon G 

John F. Jones 

John Massingill 

W • G . Lang · 

W.G. Lang agent for I.Martin 

John Clover. R.H. Ogg, Henry 
Massengill. Thomas Crawford 

Archibald Vincent 

Archibald Vincent agent for 
F.T. Brooks, John A. Aldridge 

Joel W. Aldridge 

Elizabeth Griffin.William 
Griffin. Robert Goodwin 

Shurley Goodwin, Joseph 
Goodwin.William Goodwin. 
Ansel Red, Mashack Red, 
Allen W. Red.Samuel Chatham, 
Mesch Red. William J. George, 
Willis Price.John J. Bowman, 

James L. Ewing 

James L. Ewing 

James L. Kwi.ni 

James L. Ewing 

James L. Ewing agent for 
I. Lewis. A. Young, 

Isom Medford 

Fleciance Lopez.Benifacia 
de Asuna. Delons Causes. 
James J.Jones 

James J. Jones agent for 
J.D. Jones 

Isaac IAmagin agent for 
Seth tunagin 
1846. TAX 

320 Acres 

~ 320 Acres 

150 Acres 

640 Acres 

1.265 Acres 

490 Acres 

750 Acres 

320 Acres 

320 Acres 
640 Acres 

320 Acres 
640 Acres 

320 Acres 

1,00 Acres 

1.476 Acres 

320 Acres 

1.107 Acres 

1.000 Acres 

320 Acres 

320 Acres 

640 Acres 
320 Acres 

4,621 Acres 

16 slaves 

29 slaves 

2 slaves 

11 slaves 
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County Judges of Angelina County 

Information by 

James Stanley Commissioner Precinct 4 Angel ina County 

Hon. Julus Gr imes Justice of Peace Precinct 4 Angelina County 

County Judges 

Herrington, Joseph 
Finley, Ephriam 
Herrington, Joseph 
Walker, Thomas R. 
Bradshaw, Josiah 
Herrington, Joseph 
Mantooth, Thom.as 
Cleaver, William 
McGowen. Samuel K. 
Gaineo, J. W. 
Burden. Robert E. 
Herringto.a, ,Joseph 
Wright, Issac E. 
Branton, Arnold 
Granberry, John 
Rush. Charles H. 
Herrington, Joseph 
Maroney, J. T. 
Finley, La.Fayette 
Maroney, J. T. 
Hassengill, John M. 
Maroney, J. T. 
Townsend, W. J. 
Jorden, T. W. 
Haroney, J. T. 
Robinson, John F. 
Robb, K. B. 
Robinson, John F. 
Robb, E. B. 
Robinson, J ohn F. 
Maroney, J. T. 
Court ney, R. A. 
Rolaton, Butl er 
Barge, W. D. 
Rolston, Butler 
Evans, W.L. 
Rolston, H.R. 
Haroney, J.T. Jr. 
McFarland, Edward 
Rolston, H.R. (Hiram) 
Hubbard, Oran L. 
O"Quinn, Joe H. 
Anderson, Clark 
Welch, Claude 
Jones, Dan 
Berry, Joe 

1846 
1848 
1850 
1852 
1854 
1855 
1858 
1860 
1862 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1868 
1870 
1874 
1878 
1880 
1884 
1890 
1894 
1896 
1898 
1904 
1906 
1908 
1910 
1912 
1914 
1916 
1920 
1922 
1924 
1928 
1932 
1934 
1944 
1946 
1952 
1954 
1958 
1962 
1970 
1972 
1974 
1978 
1990 

1848 
1850 
1852 
1854 
1855 
1858 
1860 
1862 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1868 
1870 
1874 
1878 
1880 
1884 
1890 
1894 
1896 
1898 
1904 
1906 
1908 
1910 
1912 
1914 
1916 
1920 
1922 
1924 
1928 
1932 
1934 
1934 
1946 
1952 
1954 
1958 
1962 
1970 
1972 
1974 
1978 
1990 
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Windham, John D. 
Crawford , Thomas 
Evana, John 
Hi ll, Francis 
Fulcher, Joshua 
Gann, Nathan D. 
Sickenberger , Otto 
Stringer, T.L. 
Paschal, John 
Gilliland, Samuel 
Moses, William C. 
Crawford, Thomas 
Anderson, Wm. 
Hill, Francie 
Hill, Joel 
Rabon, Levi 
Walker, Thomas J. 
Stanley, Wm. G. 
Fulcher, Joekua 
~ing. James L. 
Fairchild, Wm. H. 
Hill, Joel 
Havard, Jeremiah 
Mantooth, Samuel 
Largent, W.J. 
Denman, W.L. 
Stern, Charles A. 
Oats, L.C. 
Red, Ansel 
Evana, Jubal 
Aldridge, Jamee J. 
Wood, Henry M. 
Havard, Charles 
Allen, A.T. 
Davie, Harrison 
Perkins, John W. 
Dunn, W.W. 
Wilkerson, John 
Johnson, George W. 
Havard, Jeremiah 
Bonner, W.H. 
Perkins, J.W. 
Richardson, John F. 
Weaver, L.C. 

Commissioners Angelina County 
Zavalla designated Precinct 4 in 1876 

1846 
1846 
1846 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1848 
1848 
1850 
1850 
1850 
1852 
1852 
1852 
1852 
1854 
1854 
1854 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1856 
1858 
1858 
1858 
1858 
1860 
1860 
1860 
1862 
1862 
1862 
1864 
1864 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1868 
1868 
1868 
1868 

1847 
1848 
1848 
1848 
1848 
1850 
1852 
1850 
1852 
1852 
1852 
1854 
1854 
1854 
1854 
1858 
1856 
1856 
1856 
1858 
1858 
1858 
1862 
1860 
1860 
1860 
1864 
1864 
1862 
1864 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1865 
1866 
1868 
1868 
1868 
1868 
1870 
1870 
1870 
1870 
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Neabert,Jas. 
Finley, W.N 
Johnson, F.W. 
Gilliland, J. P. 
Kerr, Joseph 
Bonner, W .H. 
Moore, T.C. 
Cassels, W.H. 
Fuller, B. J . 
Russell, James E. 
Tillery, G.W. 
Collier, Henry 
Brewer, A.J. 
Gilliand, Eli 
Brookshire, W.H. 
Walker, R.P. 
Russell, J.E. 
Brewer, Guss 
Chestnutt, Joseph 
Cassells, W.H. 
Brewer, J.A. 
Fairchild, J.J. 
Havard, W. F. 
Brookshire, W.H. 
Guinn, H.t1.T. 
Arnet, J.C. 
Hill, J.F. 
Sanders, K.G. 
Guinn, H.M.T. 
Havard, J.M. 
Russell, L.C. 
Tredwell, S.J. 
Sumerall, J.A. 
Smith, C.A. 
Arnett, J.C. 
Robb, E.B. 
Richardson, T.F. 
Jordan, Walter 
Russell, A.B. 
Mann, W.T. 
Arnett, J.C. 
Poland, W.F. 
Hill, J.F. 
Finley, R.K. 
Ivy, R.H. 
Hawkins, R.K. 
Bynum, W.D. 
Forrest, J.F. 
Platt, L. 
Jordan, W.J. 
Bingh8JII, W.E. 

Angelina County Commissioners 
Zavalla Designated Precinct 4 in 1876 

1876 
1876 
1876 
1876 
1878 
1878 
1878 
1878 
1880 
1880 
1882 
1884 
1884 
1886 
1886 
1886 
1886 
1888 
1888 
1888 
1890 
1890 
1890 
1892 
1892 
1892 
1894 
1896 
1896 
1898 
1898 
1898 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1902 
1904 
1904 
1904 
1906 
1906 
1906 
1908 
1908 
1908 
1908 
1910 
1910 
1912 
1912 
1912 

1878 
1878 
1878 
1878 
1880 
1882 
1880 
1884 
1886 
1884 
1884 
1886 
1886 
1888 
1890 
1888 
1888 
1890 
1890 
1898 
1896 
1892 
1894 
1894 
1894 
1898 
1896 
1898 
1898 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1904 
1902 
1904 
1906 
1906 
1908 
1906 
1908 
1908 
1908 
1910 
1912 
1912 
1912 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1916 
1916 

Precinct 1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 

------- 4 
1 
2 
3 
2 
2 

-------- 4 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 

-------- 4 
3 
1 

-------- 4 
3 
3 
1 

-------- 4 
2 
3 
1 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

------- 4 
1 
3 
1 
2 

-------- 4 
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Fairchild, J.M. 
Treadwaell, J.L. 
Jones, F.C. 
Bynum, W.D. 
Fenley, J.P. 
Fairchild, J.M. 
Fenley, T.P. 
Ivy, R.M. 
Barge, C.A. 
Davis, J.F. 
Sandera,E.G. 
Scroggins, John H. 
Richardson, T.F. 
Bynum, W.D. 
Locke, J.W. 
Crocher, V.V. 
Allen, J .W. 
Treadwell, J. L. 
Walker, J.E. 
Scroggins, John H. 
Barie, W.D. 
Odum, L.C. 
Conner, W.A. 
Smith, B.M. 
Sayers, D.M. 
Cansler, Charles E. 
Hinsen, W.T. 
ScrogginB, John H. 
Pickard, J.B. 
Nerren, Jack 
Hinson, W.T. 
lvY, W. Dan 
Firdell. Graham 
Cansler,C. E. 
Penn, E. E. 
Ivy, W.D. 
Pickard, J.B. 
Nerren, Jack 
Hinson, W.T. 
Ivy, W.D. 
Fridell, 11.G. 
Thompson, J.W. 
Presnall, J.E. 
Lowe. Joe 
Barie, C.A. 
Thompson, J.W. 
Presnall, J. IL 
La.Rue, Joe 
Barge, C.A. 
Ford, C.B. 
Presnall, J.E. 

Angelina County Commissioners 
Zavalla Designated Precinct 4 in 1876 

1914 
1914 
1914 
1916 
1916 
1918 
1910 
1918 
1918 
1920 
1920 
1920 
1920 
1922 
1922 
1924 
1924 
1924 
1926 
1926 
1926 
1928 
1928 
1930 
1930 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1934 
1934 
1934 
1934 
11-6-1934 

11-3-1936 

11-8-1938 

11-5-1940 
" 

11- 3-1942 

1916 
1918 
1918 
1918 
1918 
1920 
1920 
1920 
1920 
1922 
1924 
1924 
1922 
1924 
1926 
1926 
1928 
1926 
1930 
1928 
1932 
1932 
1930 
1932 
1932 
1934 
1934 
1934 
1934 

Precinct 1 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 
1 
3 

- ------ - 4 
2 
3 
1 
3 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
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Angelina County Commissioners 
Zavalla Designated Precinct 4 in 1876 

Walters, J.W. 
Barge, C.A. 
LaRue, Joe 
Presnall. J.E. 
Walters. J.W. 
Cryer, W.H. 
Stubblefield, J.O. 
Jiggs, Parker 
Vanglabn, W.L. 
Cryer, W.H. 
Stubblefield, J .O. 
Parker, Jiggs 
Vanglabn, W.L. 
Weaver, Richard 
Stubblefield, J.O. 
Finley, W.P. (Pete) 
Vanglabn, W.L. . 
Jones, Karnes 
Stubblefield, J.O. 
Finley, W.P. 
Vanglahn, W.L. 
Jones. Karnes 
Stubblefield, J.O. 
Poe, Sam 
Vanglabn, W.L. 
Boulware, J.W. 
Pouland, Calvin 
Poe, Sam 
Davis, H81DP 
Parker, T.B. 
Parker, W.T. Jr. 
Parker, L.T.(Jiggs) 
Davis, H81DP 
Parker, T.B.(Bassett) 
Till.man, Leon 
Shofner, Bo (Charles) 
Parker, L.T. 
Cryer,C.H. 
Till.man, Leon 
Shofner, Bo (Charles) 
Parker, L.T. 
Colwell, Robert 
Till.man. L. T. 
Shofner. Charles (Bo) 
Parise, Louie 
Colwell, Robert 
Tillman, Leon 
Thollpeon, !CK. 
Henderson, I. D. 
Colwell. Robert 
Berry, Joe 

11-7-1944 

11-5-1946 

11-2-1948 

11-7-1950 

11-4-1952 .. 

11-2-1954 

11-6-1956 

11-8-1960 

11-6-1962 

11-3-1964 

11-8-1966 .. 
11-5-1966 

11-3-1970 

11-3-1972 

11-5-1974 

11-2-1976 
" 
11- 7-1978 

11-4- 1980 

Precinct 3 
-------- 4 

1 
2 
3 

------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

------ 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
2 
3 

-------- 4 
1 
3 
2 

-------- 4 
1 
3 
2 

------- 4 
1 
3 
3 

-------- 4 
2 
3 
2 

-------- 4 
1 
3 
2 

-------- 4 
1 
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Arnold, Frank 
Henderson, I.D. 
Colwell, Robert 
Berry, Joe 

Angelina County Commissioners 
Zavalla Designated Precinct 4 in 1876 

Precinct 
11-2-1982 

3 
2 

-------- 4 
11-6-1984 1 

Nerren, Monroe (Jim) 3 
Henderson, I.D. 11-4-1986 2 
Colwell, Robert -------- 4 
Risinger 3 
Stanley, James 11- -1990 -------- 4 
Delbert Jones 01-01-1999 -------- 4 
Kenneth Timmons 01-01-1999 2 
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~ar1y Zavallians buried 1n the Zavalla C€metery 
by Betty Mingee 1997 

Source Angelina County Cemetery Book 

I grew up hearing that the first body buried in the Zavalla Cemetery was a 
Mexican man who worked on the railroad. If this is true I can ·t find a record 
and he has no tombstone. 

The tombstone is what I had to use to compile this list. If you know of any 
family members or others buried there, give me a call, I am always glad to add 
information on our Zavalla history. 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12 . 
13. 
14. 
15 . 

16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 

Earliest ones I found are as follows 

Johnny McGilbery b. 1-30-1859 
J.C. McGilbery b. unkown 

John Carrie b. unkown 
Cleo Dudly b. 1-1-1903 
J.C. McGilbery Sr. b. 1-30-1859 
Gillie Boulware b. 11-19-1903 

S.N. (Samuel) Carpenter b. 3-25-1850 
George M. Hawkins b. 1-1-1831 
L.G. Carpenter b. 4-27-1850 
Sally Jane Peters b. 1862 
Louis Green b. 1903 
Neiley McGilbery b. 11-7-1891 
Fannie Smi thart b. 10-29-1862 
Buck Rhodes b. 10-20-1896 
Glide Lynwood Jacks b. 9-13-1915 

Charlie H. Miles b. 10-15-1895 
Emma V. Krane b. unkown 
Paul Smithart b. 4-18-1917 
J.J. Smith b. 6-24-1835 
Margaret Rhodes b. 8-29-1921 
Robbie Rhodes b. 9-28-1920 

d. 10-31-1893 
d. 11-30-1902 (Son) on his 

d. 10-2-1902 
d. 9-1-1903 
d. 4-30-1904 
d. 9-3-1904 

d. 3-24-1907 
d. 4-2-1908 
d. 12-8-1908 
d. 1910 
d. 1910 
d. 10-25-1910 
d. 5-8-1914 
d. 10-23-1915 
d. 12-3-1915 

d. 8-3-1918 
d. 12-12-1919 
d. 5-31-1919 
d. 10-17-1920 
d. 8-30-1921 
d. 7- 13-1921 

tombi;itone) 

Son of C.F. and 
O.L.Boulware 

Wife of~ 

(Son of S.D. and 
Minnie Jackal 
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Jus~ice of the Peace Precinct 4 Angelina County 

information by 

Hon. Julus 0 . Grimes Justice of the Peace Pct. 4 Angelina County 
Alvia Barge Sr. Justice of the Peace Pct . 4 Angelina County 

Hubert Cryer 

Name 

Simon Guinn 
Lou Seara 
? Sanders 
J .R. Mott 
Colan A. Barge 
H.C. Meador 
Charlie King Sr. 
A.D. Mott 
Andy 0. Graham 
Char lie King 
B. Fengerat 
William Danile Barge Sr. 
Arnold Marshall 
Andy 0. Graham 
Alvia Barge Sr. 
Julua 0. Grimes 
Claude Marshall Jr. 

Term 

Term Unkown 
Term Unkown 
Term Unkown 
03-23-1928 
01-01-1929 
01-01-1931 
01-01-1934 
01-01-1937 
01-01-1939 
01-01-1944 
01-01-1947 
03-10-1947 
01-01-1949 
01-01-1953 
01-01-1963 
01-01-1991 
01-01-1999 

To 

(Early Years) 
(Early Years) 
(Early Years) 
12-31-1928 
12-31-1929 
12-31-1933 
12-31-1936 
12-31-1938 
12-31-1943 
12-31-1946 
01-27-1947 (only 26 days) 
12-31-1948 
12-31-1952 
12-31-1962 
12-31-1990 (28 years) 
12-31-1998 
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Constables of Zavalla 
i nformution furnished by Alvis Barge Sr. 1997 

Nam 

Jack Poland 
vP~S Fann 
Clarence Marshall 
l1ar·nn RocbUck 
Sam Kinnard 

ence Marshall 
'"'te~e Hopson 

1 be1•t Richey 
. Sill'.mons 

.rg'= R. Gilland 
r,'t.on Lambert 

.o.J. , larshall (Tobe) 
. nr,eth Gascamp 
rentise Courtney 
lilllam Wade 

Term from 

Term Unkown 
Term Unkown 
Term Unkown 
Term Unkown 
Term Unkown 
Term Unkown 
? 
1-1-1929 
1-1-1934 
1-1-1937 
1- 1- 1941 
9-21-1943 
1-1-1947 
1-1- 1982 
1-1- 1992 

H.F. Simmons information from Cansler Trial records. 

To 

12-31-1928 
12-31-1930 
12-31-1936 
12-31-1940 
8-8-1943 
12-31-1946 
12-31-1981 
12-31-1991 
to present 

JUBtice of the Peace Precinct 4 Angelina County 

information by 

Hon. JuliUB 0. Grillee Juetice of the Peace Pct. 4 Angelina County 
Hon. Alvie Barae Juetice of the Peace Pct. 4 Anaelina County Retired 

Hubert Cryer 

Name 

Simon Guinn 
IAu Sears 
? Sandere 
J . E. Hott 
Colan A. Barae 
Char lie King Sr. 
A.D. Hott 
Andy 0. Graham 
Char lie King 
B. Fenaerst 
Wi lliam De.niel Barge Sr. 
Arnold Marshall 
Andy 0 . Graham 
Alvie Barae Sr. 
Juliue 0. Grimee 
Cl aude Marshall Jr . 

Term Unknown 
Term Unknown 
Term Unknown 
03- 23-1928 
01-01-1929 
1934 
01-01-1937 
01-01-1939 
01-01-1944 
01-01-1947 
03- 10- 1947 
01- 01- 1949 
01-01- 1953 
01- 01- 1963 
01-01- 1991 
01- 01- 1999 

To 

? 

(Karly Yeare) 
(Karly Years) 
(Karly Years) 

12-31- 1929 
1936 
12-31-1938 
12-31- 1943 
12- 31- 1946 
01-27- 1947 (only 26 days ) 
12- 31-1948 
12- 31-1952 
12-31- 1962 
12-31- 1990 (28 years) 
12-31- 1998 
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Angelina County Sheriffs 

Of the two dozen sheriffs that voters in Angelina County have elected, 
four served non-concurrent terns; G.T.W. Colline, Thomae R. Walker, RV Watts 
and W.L. Evans. 

The sheriff who served the longest, however, was Pete McBride, who was 
elected in 1964 and served for sixteen years until 1980 when Sammy Leach Jr. 
took office. 

A complete list of county sheriffs include: 

G.T.W. Collins (George Thomas Wharton) 
Thomae R. Walker 
Jacob Davis 
Ephraim Finley 
G.T.W. Colline February 
P.A. Walker 
W.H. Fairchild 
Thomae R. Walker 
W. R. McMullen 
Thomae R. Walker 
J81DeB A. Spears 
H. Davia 
J .W. Davie 
J.C. Everitt 
W. G. Chancey 
B.F. Nerren 
A.W. Ellis 
W.M. Jones 
T. C. Mantooth 
R.V. Watts 
W.L. Evans 
R.V. Watte 
A.B. Youngblood 
W.L. Evans 
HenrY C. Billingsley 
J.D.Conditt ("Red") 
Leon Jones 
Burl (Pete) McBride 
S8JDIIIY Leack, Jr. 
Hike Lawrence 
Kent Hinsen 

1846-1848; 
1848-1852: 
1852-1853; 
1853-1855: 
1855-1856: 
1856-1858: 
1858-1860: 
1860-1864: 
1864-1866: 
1866-1870: 
1870-1873: 
1873-1876: 
1876-1880: 
1880-1882: 
1882-1888: 
1888-1894: 
1894-1896: 
1896-1900: 
1900-1904: 
1904-1914: 
1914-1920: 
1920-1924: 
1924-1928: 
1928-1932: 
1932-1946: 
1946-1950: 
1950-1964: 
1964-1980: 
1980-1984: 
1984 
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Incorporation 
~. _-, 117:r 
-,ote m Lavalla 

( I • ,, I 1 

passes by 41 
Za~alla voted b)' a margin of 41 to 

incorporate Thcrr will ,oon be a meeting 
open ID all "ho arr intierr~ ID lay out 
guide lines and~• a date fur the election of 
a Ma)'Of and ('!y council. 

Do )OU think you qualify as a future 
mayor or coundlman9 Do you want to be 
,;ure it i\ all zoned and planned with the 
v. i~hes of your ne111hbors $liven to p 
pr,onty • If you f'!oel this way, you should 
consider announcing for one of the ,new 
posibons 

I'm sure there will be lots of trials and 
errors as the plans arr fom,ulatied and 
your ideas might be jusl what is neceeded 
to gc1 ow town off ID a ,mooth start. 

C.M. Cryer. Council members, 
Havard, and Charles Oliver . 

11ayora 

1975 to 1977 
1977 to 1979 
1979 t o 1981 

City of 11,alla 
to elect f irsf 
officials Satur~a1 

,. .. 
.,..,_,ilalrst mayy, 
_. • • manhall, S:eur 

eledionwlllbehei 
hm 7 a,m !llld 

.. •'1'f CIW f ed to VOIie ILt C 

.... • GIii .. lldot. The mernt,e 
• ..... will draw up tlJr.! titv 

.-1111-=N•wllt•wlled~~w 
a,e., C.11. Cryer, .am 

ilr mayor'il ~on: 
ClllldaOIIW!l,Sr 

I. MIAaiBy, lldaard 
> Han rd, Ro) 

ilr Idler 
W'i.bon. 

Carter, Hop Hopson, Buster 

C.M. Cryer 
Charles Oliver 
M.E. Crain 
Elton Cryer 
William Brooks Weeks 
Lynn Runnels 

1981 to 1983 Resigned 1982 
1982 to 1983 
1983 to 1985 

John 0. Poe 
Larry Marshall 
Opal Gant 

1985 to 1987 
1987 to 1989 
1990 resigned September 1, 1997 

John 0. Poe Longest member of City Council 

John 0. Poe 
1985 to 1997 Serving aa Mayor Pro Tem since Opal Gant 

resignation 

Present Council Members Sept. 1997 

Eddie Machann, Clyde Hott, Pam Hooks, Laura Mae Terrel. 
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Lights to be Installed in Zavalla 
February 18,1976 

Updated 1998 

The Zavalla City Council met February 18, 1976 with all members present and 
a large crowd in attendance. 

During the course of evening' s ·action the city fathers approved a franchise 
offered by Texas Power and Light to furnish lights to Zavalla. After accepting 
the TP&L offer the council was told that a recent count poll of users. Zavalla 
was classified as a number one user instead of number two. What this means, it 
was pointed out, is that approximately 25 hundred dollars additional revenue 
into the city budget and a slight rate cut for all of Zavalla ' s customers in 
t heir electric bill. 

Also approved was the installation of 14 street lights in downtown to li~1t. 
the area from highway 69 to the school houses. The cost will $2.25 per l i ght, 
per month. TP&L will absorb expense of light installations. 

H.L. Manning of TP&L expressed his thanks to the city for its cooperat1, n 
and for the contract. " We will process the papers and send the city a check -!"l' 

a very early date, " be said. 
John Henry Tatum was hired as city attorney on a case-to-case , and will 

receive pay only for services used by the attorney. 
The collection of the city's garbage took up a large part of t he meet in ~. 

John Tatum and Frank Matchett, each appeared before the consul and asked fo 
the rights to pick up the city patrons garbage. Each man offered two percer! of 
gross per month back to the city in exchange for his privilege. The differ~•,ce 
in the two proposals submitted stemmed mostly to Tatum's request that he be 
granted an exclusive contract. Matchett wanted free enterprise with the people 
free to choose which one of the collectors they wanted to use. Tatums rat es a.re 
&4.00 per month for residents and $6.00 per month for business minimum. 
Matchett offered to collect for the business for $5.00 minimum. $3.00 
residential and a special rate of $2.00 to all seniors citizens. He also s tated 
he would only charge 15 cents per bag if it were brought to his truck as he 
made his rounds. 

Action on the garbage q_uestion was tabled in order to allow the council 
more time to study each proposal. Mayor Cryer invited the men back to the next 
stated meeting to continue discussion. 

In other action. Cryer reported on a block application grant taken to 
DETCOG. He told the council in his opinion the grant would be approved. If so, 
it would be used to install 34 fire plugs in the city and help provide for a 
fire truck. 
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July 4,1968 -- 192 Years 
History Laden Zavalla Preps For Big Event 

Diboll Free Presa Thursday July 4.1968 
. by R.M. (Dick) Donovan 

Zavalla - The community of Zavalla has not always been as we know it today, 
• sleepy hamlet nealted in the rolling piney woods of southeastern Angelina 
'unt y . 

Since its birth as the township of Mexican Empresario Lorenzo de Zavala, 
the community has played an important part in the history of East Texas. 
aval la was originally located in Jasper County in an area now covered by the 

water s of Sam Rayburn Reservoir. History is vague as to how and when it was 
moved t o the present location. 

However, when the Texas and New Orleans railroad tracks were laid in 1 00, 
a post office was granted at this important water atop. It is interesting to 
note t hat a Mexican laborer (Name of Manuel Reyes) from the railroad gang w 
the f irst occupant of what is now Zavalla Cemetery. 

The railroad began a new era for the town and the hardy people of tl1e 
surrounding area. Zavalla became a major shipping point for cross ties, 
pilings, and staves. A short time later sawmills began to appear, causing th_ 
h1lls t o resound to the whine of the circle saw and the air to reek of pung ~ 
dor of burning sawdust. 

Such names as Zarskey, Chick-A-Saw, and Cariton & Cross became household 
words. The "Out of town" companies of Southern Pine and Angelina County also 
provided the local citizenry with jobs and incomes as they moved vast 
quantities of timber from the area. 

As the great pine forests began to disappear, the saw-millers turced thei r 
efforts to the extensive hardwood stands and a different breed of saw-millers 
was born. Anyone of recent Zavalla history has only to think of the cress tie 
mills and the names of such men as Menyard Cryer, Hardy Beard, Nap Boykin, 
Kimbrough, and several othe,s immediately come to mind. 

In the early 1930's, a totally new industry located near Zavall~. Formed in 
its early years as Xact Clays, Inc . , later to become Magcobar, this industry 
was under the supervision of A.T. Donovan. For the past 30 years it has 
supplied a steady source of income for the local economy. It is hard to find 
someone who has not worked at the "Clay Plant" at one time or another. Many a 
trucker has seen Jess Dykes or George Myers wave him out with another load of 
clay for Joe Haskins to make into oil well drilling mud. 

Despite the industries previously mentioned, Zavalla was an agricultural 
community until very recently. Before and during the sawmill era, it was the 
farmer and landowner who hacked out the "new ground" and left hia indelible 
mark on the land. The poll records, deed office and civic records are full of 
such names as Barge, Lock. Cryer, Havard, Harris, Jones, Marshall, Widner, 
Stanley. Colwell. Gibson and Renfro. These families established roots, took 
their living from the land and left a fine heritage for their heirs. 

Crops were varied but, of course, the money crop was cotton and, during 
seasons. it was not uncommon to hear J.A. Barge Sr'a gin running into the late 
hours of the night. 

To the farmers of the surrounding communities of Saron, Sulphur Springs, 
Nancy. Concord, Ora and Shawnee Prairie, Zavalla was "Town". It was the place 
to go on Saturday and Election Day. If the young folks had some way to go they 
might even drive in during the week to see a movie of Bob Steele,Hopalong 
Cassidy. or Buster Crabbe, if one of the traveling tent shows happened to be in 
town. To sit on the "buzzard roost", eat a sno-cone. and watch Bob Steele trash 
ten guys and never lose his hat was excitement at its peek. To some of the boys 
it was even better if they had gained entrance via a "rolling ticket." 
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As any person of rural origin will attest, it is almost impossible to 
reminisce of by-gone days and not recall those political speakings held just 
prior to election day. At those occasion the local funeral homes provided th~ 
public address system and, to the childrens· delight, huge barrels of ice 
water, while the candidates supplied the entertainment. Each candidate was 
allowed a time to enumerate the weaknesses of the present administration and 
how he would handle the issues if elected. 

In a good hot race, this could prove quite interesting, indeed. Probably 
the most accomplished public speaker to arise from these meetings was Cotton 
Gasca.mp, Constable of Precinct 4. Cotton would step to the microphone, mutter 
two or three unintelligible words, a thank you and step down. A few days later 
he would be elected by a tremendous majority. This technique has proven 
successful for over 20 years . 

This reflection back into the past has been to remind those of us who 
remember how good that Zavalla spring water used to be, of this year's Annu-1 
Zavalla Homecoming to be held Saturday, July, 6th. 

Make plans now to come enjoy a delicious lunch, relax, and visit with old 
friends. The proceeds will go for a much needed "Youth Program" and other civic 
needs. Zavalla will be expecting you for the parade at 10 a.m. on July 6th. 
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. EUNJCE AND JASPEI MASSEY 
The 3rd photo is of Lois Eunice Elliott 

and her husband Juper Elmer Maacy 
They were married Oct. 17, 1915 and 
were the JIUellls of S children. Opal Alsiia. 

Elmo Orelle, Garland E11io1t, Betty i.ou 
aadMikeMaclmn. 

Eunice was born March 11, 1886 In 
Shelby ~ aad moved ID Zavalla il6 a 

youaa airl where llbe wortecl In Zavalla', 
tint bUliDea; Carpealer's ~ DDlil lhe 
married. 

Ja1per was born April 6, 1892 In 
Sldplllr Spilwa COIDIIIUDlty near Zavalla. 
He wa1 the IOD of Matthew McGowen 
Maaey and Mar...-et E!lbabetb (Nimols) 

The parents of 
Herman Leo Mingee 
known a Lee who 
married Betty Lou 
Massey. They live 
in Zavalla. been here 
sine 1970 after 
Lee retired from 
t N vy. 

Ma!io.1ey. He worked in the timber irdamy 
for hi~ life time , was tnown for his 
handling of mules and big wheeled carts of 
lhl>9C eerly lalber d■yL He ...-ted for 
the mlU ~ un1i1 it bmned. Tbea 
i,r other hanber companies in the area. 
He mw is retired except i>r his ,-rden. 

OUR GOLDEN HERITAGE-America: In 
this pholo Is Minna Anna Hac:ter Brandt 
and Fl'INIICarJ Br1ndt of Dannille, Ill. 
Mlmawn!JWlfMarch 14, 1885, Fred was 
born March 31, 1881. They married in 
Dannille Illinois on May 7, 1903. 

Fred's and Anna's parenls were both 
German imma,uts. They lived in the 
German Town seclion of Dannille where 
they learned their school lCS9Dns and spoke 
only the aerman languaae until World 
War II and Hitler's takina over their 
homeland Pruslla in bis arup for power. 
Then they learned 1D speak Enalish and pit 
away their German ways in loyality to 
their adoi:ced c:oulllry. 

Fred worked in the ■tecl mills and died 
M■rch 30, 1936, from the heat and its 
pollalion. Minna lived unlil 1952. 

They had one - by bir1h, Wilmer who 
drowned at the age of 21 In a huntidt 
accident. 

Their leClOnd IOU. H. Lee Mlnaee, WU 
of lrilh detcent and yet they adopled lam 
1D replace the IDD they Joa. 

Lee married Betty Maaey ia 1946 a 
Tuan, aad like a modern day pip be 
cho1e Texas as his bome and loved our 
way ofHvinc, 

Thefr two dlildrea ue Midlael wbo ~ 
oae-balf cherokee lacllan adopted la 
CaillJnu and Paid,..-- adllpled In 

~~=: llanea ta 11••••, All of dUllreal 
1 .,._~ ...... ... ..., . 

I'h p'il'ent f 
BP~ty Lou who marr1 
Le Mingee. Th tw 
of them researched 
and assembled hi 
booK on Zav lla. 
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.✓-_'REMEMBERING W/Tll MIRIAM 

.G:ood -vza.- Zillv<illa\ 
... ,\0, \> ••• ,. ' ..... • . •, 

/iBY:f?URIAM TATUM ~ 
0

0ld 'man ot Zavalla, was ' ot food and none ol their klds 
¢.!~7.)'••" '· 1cour~e lhe oldest man there. were coming, so tor us to come 

1 One,mo,re homecoming - and 1Mrs. B. Castle and Mrs. Deltha ,on down." 
I missed Huntington this yeu. · 'Jones ' were the ol •lest ladles, .f 1 put on some steaks tor the 
Our Zan.Ua Olly ,'Mis a success I believe, with IHI le Mechelle iboys and away we went. All the 
as far as we were concerned. Atwood, da11ghter ,,t Mr. and way down Joe was studytngwhat 
Just ,to see people from out ot Mrs. Wayne Atwood, cho,:e:,n to tell them about us not having 

,town once a year Is reason Little Miss Z for 1968.' She Is any food. ' " 
, enough for a get- together. the Byrd's great-granddaugh- I told him, "Okay, ' I didn't 
, ~!he very !lrst person I saw ter. Her mother lsJud·1,da11gh- know • we were golng ·wiW ten 
u I.,carne Up _was Melvtn Simi>- ~er ol Paullne Byrd. · minutes ago, but we never have 

.son' and hls wile. Melvin was The Prison Band performed carrle<I' food, so why rnalce ex­
<1uch a !norlte of mine In his remarkably · well,' playing both cuses'! tor today? • We used to 
boyhood, until Just seeing him old ' and popular songs. It was salve ·our conscience by giving 
11-as worth all-my tired feelings touching lo listen to their music Grandpa : Best a few dollars. 
at the end or the day, . and wonder how long t:,ey have Since' he been gone, we have 
•· Jt seems only yesterday that been shut away from the outside Just gone bllsslullyon, carrying 
he wu deUnrlng my groceries world, and how long they will nothing." ,·, 
from Tlsdale's , Grocery, But <_.continue to be.' It well · could 1: ·,~It•waa beautl!ul there under 
that yesterday · wu almost 15 ' have been our young sons, I was the wlsterlavtnesandcooltrees 
years ago, 1 believe: · Melvin reminded, who had somewhere, at the old home place. But I 
and his brother- grew 11p In the somehow gone astray. miss the old house and well on 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Billy The ladles who organlr;ed and the porch, with Grandpa sJttlng, 
Mott, their grandparents, alter served al the homecoming are smiling, In a rocking chaJr 
the doalh of both their pa.rents. to be commendell /or a Job well nearby. 

Mr. Bllly's Christian home done. Maxie Lee and husban d, 
Influence Is reflected ln Melvin I am looking tor a Job with George Cage, his daughters , 
today, He and hls wile both as- some rival paper. You and I and her son Billy Glenn and 
sured me they were Christians both know that alter DI ck Dono. wile were there. 01 course, 
and attend church' regularly. van's masterplecr on Zavalla, Maxie ls my old love. 

or course, Don and B1111e I will be In the shade as a Free Ida Guinn's sons, c. M. and 
Cooper were there from Hot Press writer. It was a Tery, Andy Quatlerbaum and Joe B111 
Springs, Ark. to Jo~n the othu ver, line storyJ Langston were there, as well 
Zavalla Coopers. · And I was as her daughter Francis. 
through Hot Springs last week The M1oor Best descendanl5 : Emily's daughters, Ida Leo 
and forgot they lived there. i their reUDJon Sunday, July a.nd Juanita, and their children 
Imagine the wee.It . I could have Yes, I was there also. I and grandchildren were there, 
s pent w1 th them. · ' I c e home from church and as well as sister Maxie Lee. 

Ada Vene. La.key (nee Dono- was preparing to llDlsh lunch Grace and daughters Doris 
Tan) was there from Houston, when Joe saJd, "You want to and Bobby Gene and !am111es 
as were the J. T. Lewis' from go to the dinner? Elwin saJll were there; Edna's grandchU-
HaTIJer street In Houston also Rosella had cooked oceans of dren, minus their parents; Ida 

..Mr, and Mrs. Robert WU Lee's handsome twins, Jack 
Hamson and baby, also troo and Mack and girl friends (I 
Houstoo, ga-,e me their sub- thought the girls were bla.ck-
s crlptlons, as did the aloremen- haired last year); and Elwin 
tiooed. i She 1s another favorite, and RosellL 
the older;,daughter ot Gene r Mrs. Anna Easley, an old 

• C00per. ~ 'IbereSls tnie talmt~ .beloTed friend, wu there as a• 
golng to waste In that gal. She peat and Miss Moote Dunk.In, 
ls a true writer andhadJournA-: •a ·cous111, wu also there. ·· 
Usm 1D collece toaccompanylt. · ·I Jlalllta, In her Jaunty lltUe 
•· Mr. and Mrs. James A. Stan- hat, seemed to be talclng plc-

ley :tre new subscribers. She lures for the press, and dld 
ls the former Marie Holltngs.. subscribe to ll 
worth, daughter : ol · the David The l.Drd knows thatls enough 
Hoillncsworths. ""-' .- ·-1;1; • ! reUDJOIIS and homecomings for 

~,JlllllllY'•Salll 'Modlaettandwlfe one spring and summer tor 
, 0pa11ne/one'ot the twto'Mlller .anel- •fln 1D alL I hope I can' 
tctrlJJ'\~ wereLthere.'•.Her twin °l'cam" down for awhile and 
slate~•0pa Lee, wife ol,Bryanl Nad Aprll'sl.Adles HomeJour-
Harrfs, and her family were Dal and January's Better Homes f &190 there. Wbu they were ask-: And Gardens. I'm knee deep ln 

,mrt,lor the wrest famllles, com, though. . ;eryant•• ~ father, Che:id Harrts, l Come to the Museum! Mark 
~lodted ' desperately UOWld and 1• curator, so 11 you are a per-
uked, UWbere ls Bryant?" But sonal l rtmd )'OU had better 
his small family of six tell chose a Ume wh8JI I am here. 
bealde the ' EHtle ten.. Chex•• He charges friend andfoeallkel 

•daupter Lois ~;~ -}}le re-; 
fUDJoa too. ·· • · 

Doris nnd Fr"nk Rooouckare 
1 also new subscribers fro m 

homecoming. They were enjoy­
Ing meeting old friends and rel­
atives and showing oil their 
pretly children. But I Imagine 
when brother Hubert and Joan 
begin showing o(! all five or 

' those lllUe girls of theirs lhe 
Frank Roebucks !eel greally 
outnumbered. 

The W. L. LOwery family was 
there excepl Har;el and farnJly. 
Wlllle also took the Free Press 
and so I can flatter him for 
next year. He Is remarknbly 
well kept !Or the nigh onlo 60 
yet.rs he must bavo lingered 
here. Matte·r ot tact, I would 
call ,hlm still handsome, but 
alter all I am an old womLD 
myself. 

Mrs. Jo Anne May, Tyler, 
Tex., would be Utue Jo AM& 
Carnes. They all fI'O"' ~ and 
of course st,e Is a young ma-

, t roo now. Her father, Wes 
' . Camas, Is till old Irland ol my 

father, and also ol JO,!, 
Mr. WUllam Barge, our rrand jE-

. Alt'.14"'11. 
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The Free Press, Diboll, Texas, Thursday, March 24, 1977 

Reme~-ering~~~:' 
:Dibollian loued memories 
. provided by late co(U'!_l,TJ,ist_ 

(The following article was submitted by 
Richard (Dick) Donovan. He grew up In 
Zavalla and is now a resident of Diboll.) 

Remembering and Miriam are synony• 
mous to me. To remember is to reminisce, 
and Webster defines reminiscing as 
recalling past experiences. Miriam had a 
way of taking you back to a more carefree 
ti.me, a less complicated age. She led you 
down the back roads by the rivers of your 
memories. 

To take an imaginary springtime walk in 
the East Texas woods with her was almost to 
smell the intoxicating fragrance of the wild 
yellow jasmine, to hear the murmur of a 
sparkling stream, the piercing cry of a 
mating hawk, to behold the fresh green life 
bursting forth all about you and to feel the 
glorious warmth of the sun caress your soul 
at the end of a long dark winter. 

On past occasions I have written articles 
which Paul was kind enough to print in The 
Free Press. Miriam made on over these 
considerably and urged me to write more 
often. She and I definitely shared a love for 
many sights and sounds of East Texas that 
we beth knew 110 well: the quietness of a 
summer night, the hauntingly beautiful call 
of a whippoorwill, and the smell of 
freshly cut hay in the summertime. But 
many of our other memories were a 
generation apart. My mind goes back to 
when a well-dressed teenager -wouldn't b,· 
caught in anything less than a pair of blue 
jeans with a neatly turned cuff. Then you 
did your homework with a "fountain pen" 
while listening to Amoa 'o' Andy, Mr. 
District Attorney or Lu Radio Theater. 

Di9Cipline at school then didn't aeem to be 
the problem it is today. A quick visit with 
our principal, Donald Saxton, was all that 
was needed to convince one of the error of 
his ways. You'd usually think a long time 
before making the aame mista.ke twice. Roy 
Wright and I seldom made the same one 
twice, but it seems we continually made a 
lot of different ones. 

Summer vacations were memorable 
events. My feet and legs. still ache at the. 
thought of riding a bicycle down a sand-bed 
road or running. barefoot through a . grass , ... 

,, 

burr patcli7 :A nickle could buy two~dips of 
ice cream at Fortenberry's Drug or 12 fluid 
ounces of Pepsi at McGilberry's Mobil Cafe. 
Hours could be spent hunting birds with two 
rubber straps tied together with an old shoe 
tongue and fastened to a : forked stick. 
Ammunition was cheap and readily available 
for these not-too-deadly weapons;"" 

Then before you were quite ready, 
summer days began to grow short. With 
mixed emotions one realized it was time.to 
begin preparing to return to ··classes. 
Relinquishing summer freedoms'"was never 
pleasant, but those shiny new shoes and 
bright new clothes made it more bearable. 
The first day back at school was alway• a 
happy event: seeing old friends and being 
shocked at how much they hRd grown ; being 
issued new books that were impressively 
thicker and more interesting than last 
year's. My class always made a wild 
scramble to the library for any new books 
that had been acquired between terms Mrs. 
Cecil Widner hod developed in her third 
graders an interest in reading that would 
follow mo~t of us through our academic 
pursuits and beyond. 

Order was finally brought from chaos by 
the ringing of Mr. Tom Richey's bell. I can 
sec him standing on those steps as clearly 
today as I could then, another generation • 
removed. Everyone lined up single· file in 
front of those steps and marched in an 
orderlr fashion to the next class - . 
particularly orderly if that class happened to 
be taught by Mrs. Hazel Townsend -

See Spot run and jump, times tables, 
Texas History, algebra, English - • IIOOn 
those new clothes began to itch and the now 
slightly shiny shoes began to bum . • Alasl L, 
there no escape from these tortures? Your 
head began to whirl, and you slumped . in 
your scat. Visions ,,r the ol' awirnmin ' hole 
filled the mind. Colonel Travis was soon left 
to fend for himself at the hands of the 
advancing horde. ~ .. , ,. 

Yes, Miriam, in our moments of quiet 
90litude we remember, and it gives meaning 

• to our lives. Our memories retrace. where wo. 
have been and give us direction for the 
future. May our riven of memories. always 
floy,_ gei;itle on our minds. -::::-:-;:::...::,_ 

.. ..... _ --.....~-...---·· - -- ---···"' __ ...,._.. .. 
• 1"' · -·- ---
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_ne Lava11a ~air 1~£~ 
by Betty Mingee 1997 

A l ook at Zavalla from West end of main street. In 1928 the street was full 
of spectators as a parade came down the -street. 

In front dressed in white dresses are the Hancock twins . Nettie and Lettie. 
They were the daughters of Albert Hancock. Albert managed the drug store owned 
by Dr . T.W. Hancock. Albert was the brother of Dr. Hancock. 

When Dr. Hancock moved his practice to lilfkin. Dr. Fortenberry and his wife 
Inez bought the practice and drug store out. When the right side of the street 
was burned in 1930, the Fortenberrys rebuilt with brick, large enough building 
to hold a grocery store also. That building stood from 1931 to 1994, When it 
was t orn down and O' Neal wood shop/ Video was built on the corner . 
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Zavalla 1929 
by Betty Minaee 1997 

This photo of early Zavalla was iiven to me by LaVonne Hopkins in 1976. It 
has been reproduced and shared by many of us who are proud of Zavalla and our 
roots here. 

All the business on the left side were destroyed by fire in 1930. When it 
was rebuilt there were less business, and different business. 
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Our Golden Her i t age 
Zavalla 1928 - 1932 

Photo Submitted by La Vonne Hopkins 

A t rip into yesteryear. The phot o of Zavalla of the past. The photo wast n 
prior to a fire that wiped out all of the buildings on the left side ,,f tr, 
picture . 

The photo faces from t he east t o west of main street today in Zavallc ~hat 
doesn' t is the fact that in those days the t own also ran north and aout,. along 
aide the railroad tracks. 

The first buildi ng on the l eft side of the picture was a service stati cn 
owned and operated by Mr. John Crawford, the next service station and c fe was 
owned by Mr. Henry Townsend, next ia the two story hotel . It had a meat matket 
and cafe downstai rs with rooms to rent upstairs. I do not know who owne an ! 
operated it. Next was t he original Fortenberry Drug a tore . I t eat back , ~ 9 

not visible . But t he peopl e are sitting on the board walk in f ront of i . 1"' 
second auto ia parked in front of Mr. Hardy Mott ' s garage just across the 
tracks. 

On t he r i ght ia Barges, same as today, but it was new at t hat time. Note the 
gas pumps out front and the name "Hancocka" on the sign means that the caie was 
open t hen under Doctor Handcock ' a brother. 

Not seen in the photo but a part of the town. to the left the boardwalk went 
f rom t he drug store to Charlie Carpenters general mercantile . .. Zavalla' s first 
business. Also Mr. Aaron Barge ' s cotton gin, a saloon and Mr. Benton McMillions 
grocery store were on that aide of town. 

To t he right was Charlie Canailor store, a saloon operated by Mr. ~ i l ors 
son , the railroad depot, another drug store owned and operated by one of the 
Barge family. 

By t urni ng a mental back to the photo and looking back east in my ruind I can 
picture the Zavalla I knew. I arrived in Zavalla after the f i re, so the present 
drug store was where it is today, & grocery store run by Mr. McMillion beside 
it. I don ' t know the date of the fire, but my e~rt, Lee, tells me the car is 
a 1928 Chevrolet, so either date could be correct. 

As I face back up the street, on my left is Barges store of then and now, 
next his feed and grain building, in those days a it had a sign "Bri ght and 
Early Coffee" a big rooster and the aun coming up over the fence on it. Near 
the feed store was our calaboose, where the bad guys spent a night or longer, 
then the old post office and drug store operated by the Miles brothers . Mr. Tom 
the pharlnacist and Mr. Krnie the postmaster. The store of Mr. l1arion Gibson, 
the house of the John Bentley family, then the house I grew up in, next the old 
county barn, then the two houses where the school principal and superintendent 
lived i n. Our present schools are on the original sites of the old schools, 
then the home of Dr. Alexander. 

Looking up the left side of my memory trip was the drug store. McMilliona, 
Doct or Alexander ' s office, an old tin building that was used as a mattress 
fact ory under FDR program, Mr. Byrds dry cleaning and pressing shop run from 
his home, Mr. Noah Gibsons store and soda counter. I enjoyed my first coke with 
a feller in there and felt quite grown-up. Homes next then Mr. and Mrs. 
Ki nnards cafe where I bought and ate countless hamburgers. Then across from the 
schools was Mr. Joe Hopkina grist mill, located on that pet branch of mine, 
t hat ran so fast and free that it turned the water wheel to grind corn and meal 
t hat made the best cornbread imaginable. 

There is a saying "You can ' t go back" but when I looked at this photo, I went 
back in memory to bare feet on the dirt street, ice cream cones at Fortenberrys 
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Drug Store, grocery buying at the variows stores. The town looked so big t o me 
when I moved here in the fifth grade. I soon knew everyone up and down the 
street as I do today, greeting and being areeted by them. I can taste again the 
cool orange soda water in the Nehi bottle that was my favorite drink when I M d 
a nickel for it. I can see friends and hear their lauahter . . 

Yes, I went back into the paat, to walk again throush town as a young airl I 
knew. I hope you can too. 

by Betty Mingee 
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The Zavalla Depot· 
by Betty Mingee 1997 

,. 

The photo shows Zavalla Depot that was the nerve center of Zavalla for many 

years. Built in 1901-1902 by T & N.0. (Texas and New Orleans) R.R. It offered 
faster and more dependable Mail delivery, telegram service for business and 
cit izens alike. The messages came in and went out by Morris code on a t eletype 

machine . The trains delivered mail and supplies to the town stores. 
Zavalla shipped out lumber from its mills, R.R. ties were made here and 

shipped out by train. The cash crop was still cotton and the bales made at 
Barges cotton gin and Thompkins cotton gin rode the train to other ci t ies and 

ports for shipping over seas. 
Another busy product that went by train was drilling clay produced at the 

Macabar Company. The clay from here went to oil fields where it was used in 
drilling wells as oil discoveries soon made Texas a rich state. 

Also the train made travel to other cities convienent. The train t hrougb 
here connected with other railroads and our people had a much safer way to 
travel than by horseback, or wagon. 

The depot was torn down by W. Bryan Harris who was the last station master 
for Zavalla. Bryan and Bill Poland had bought the old depot for 25.00! Bill and 
Betty Polands home had its framina from the material. It is nice to know part 
of it is still a part of Zavalla. 
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oerore Zavalla got its post ottice in 1~02 the mail was carried by anyone 
passing thru. The various stores passed out mail. plus accepted mail to pass 

The first post master was Dave Johnson a pony express rider who picked up 
the mail in Lufkin and delivered it to the lower section of Angelina Co. To 
Huntington, Zavalla, Yno, Rockland, Nancy, Concord and other communities who 
needed a way to communicate with family. 

On Mr. Johnsons return to take the mail back to Lufkin. How often? !Ale to 
distance he covered by horse back probably not daily - maybe not even weekly. 

Dave Jobnsons son Ira and his wife Mary bought the Carpenter home and lived 
here long enough for the home to become known as the Johnson home. Mr. Ira 
Johnson was architect and designer of our W.P.A. schools Mrs. Mary Johnson 
shared the first photo I had of the Hi&h School in 1976. 
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Mr. John Crawford met the 
train every day and took 
the mail to t he Post Office. 
He also took t he out going 
mail t o put on the t r ain and 
send i t on i t s was t o other 
towns. 

Zavalla freigfifl enc~.0 
Is Closed May 30 ~ 

~ 3l):.,/'/7.3 By JERRY HARRIS~ 

Zavalla, Tex. (May 30) Today, the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company's Zav!-tlla Freight Ag­
ency, passed away. Railroad company officials 
claimed the old station had th dread dfseas( 
known as "The Red Plague. " I overheard one 
company official say that the agency had been op· 
erattng "In the red" for some time. Other ob er­
vers seem to think that apathy, on the part of 
shippers and townspeople, killed the statJon. My 
personal opinion, is that both these factors, com­
bined, i s what terminated the 70 year old agency. 

In its younger days, the agency had many fri- • 
ends. Zavalla itself, depended upon its services 
for the town' s very existence. In its later years, 
the agency grew obsolete and only a few shipper 
used tbA station. When the S. P. held hearings to 
decide the fate of the agency, these shippers re­
fused to come forward and plead a case for th . 
old station. In its hour of need, nobody stepped 
forward to help the agency. Not one per son cared 
that much about keeping the a&13ncy 1n Zavalla. 

So, about 12 noon, Mister A.H. Gilder, re-
-- V -

presenting the Southern Pacific Railroad Comp-
any, formally terminated the 7~ year old agency. 

Most of Zavalla 's residents didn't care, onE 
' way or the other. But Jack Shelton, a local gro­
, ceryman, s aid, "I don~t think the agency 1hould 
' beterminated. You can't make progress by goinS 
• backward. This is a bad sign for Zavalla. '' 

"I really hate to see it go, " said Alvis Barge, 
the local Justice-of-the-Peace. W. B. Harris 
the last agent to work the Zavalla agency, quip­
ped, "I really enjoyed my time at the agency. 
While I wa• associated with the s tation, I found 
out what work was all about. 11 

~urvtvin& the ag~cy•s Wissing, . M.r~ Hw!f 
plans to take a month vacation to "fft-over" wba· 

1 
has happened. Also surviving ts the fr~igbt train 

f_ that will continue to run through the middle of 
i: Zavalla, but won't stop. And finally, the town of 
-Zavalla bas survived, for the time being. Who 
knows, Zavalla may be next to bite the du.at, just 
like the freight age~Y •,· ••• anp _ ~Y.be for the 
same reasons. (-,,,V~) 
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The Last Train thru Zavalla 
by Betty Mingee 1997 

The last train thru Zavalla ran May 12th.1995. The photo taken by Jonnie 
Gibson when she realized the tracks were being taken up behind the train. 

The last customer for the Southern Pacific was the Clay Plant. There was 
one car there to be picked up. Then there would be no more trains. 

There in lies a funny storY. A man waa sent to arrange the car pickup, when 
he came back toward Zavalla he discovered the tracks were already being picked 
up. It took a forklift and $30,000 dollars to retrieve that last car. 
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Zavallas first Poat Office 
by Betty L. Ming e 

Photo taken by Abbie Gascam.p 

Thia waa Zavallaa · first Poat Office. in service from July 1901 to Au 
1947. From 1917 to 1947 Hr. Erna Miles waa postmaster and hie broth r To 
Mil a operated a drug store in the building. 

Hr. Tom Miles lived with his maiden sister Hiss Lela Miles. just acroe 
drive way from Ernie Miles and his family. Some of the Ernie Hiles d cendant 
live in Zavalla today. 

Before 1901 when the Train came to Zavalla and started delivering t.h n 
to the Depot, the mai 1 was passed out in local store a. I know my t r. 
Eunice Elliott Massey, told of passing out mail and death messages as 
customers came into Carpenters· store to shop. 

The first Postmaster was Phillip H. Nolen. Appointed July 3,1901. Je ie 
C. Fondren waa appointed July 19,1901 until November 22.1902. Hrs. Lil l 
Marshall told me the Post Office was first built facing the creek on n w 
Railroad St. The mail was carried by mailman from the depot to the Post 
Office. Lillie was not sure when the building was moved to Main Street. In my 
time Hr. John Crawford went to the Depot and walked the mail to the Po 
Office on Main St. 

James A. Sumerall waa named Post Haater 1902. Robert Hawkins March 19 5. 
William L. Laird November 1905. James A. Mott November 1908. Van A. Cllrpent 1 

April 1912. Gillie B. Hawkins March 1915. Erna R. Mil a was poatma ter f 
May 1912 to May 7,1947. The longest period of any of the 1:,os m st in 
postal history. Leona Mott August 1,1947. Colan A. Barge al Ck. r 1.19 
Our next longest servicP. was David Renfro from May 30.1958 to Jw 7. ate 
him came Doria Pelton June 1987 to February 1981. Then Bob Mahl 
1 91 to January 1996 when Sue Berry became our Post Mistress and is 
Jun" 1997. 

Th Zavalla Pot Offic baa been fran hised from 1 01 to nt t 
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Zavallas Post Office Two & Three 

Photo Courtesy of Opal Gant 

Zavallaa second Poat Office was built on the site of the first one. It was 
built in 1947 and served Zavalla until there was a need for morP- postal boxes. 
In 1981-82 New Poat Office built. 

Zavallas third (3rd.) was built 
in 1981-82 Opened for business 
September 30,1982. 
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ma Mils m.Caasi 

-- --~-... •--■--

Mr. & Mrs. Er:na Miles 
Photos courtesy of Paul Miles 

MIies Final 
I{/ bS 

RJ!f.s_J~Jf:Y 
li'u1J&r11 I S('rvi('PS tor E R 

Alfi~, 76, of Zavalla are sche: 
411/1!(1 f11r 2 p.m Sunday In the 
~valla F11-sr Baptist Church. 
Rev. Dl'<'k!'r S;inde~. and Rev. 
A I,. Thaff 11111 officiate and 
111termt>nt II ill be in 1M ZavaU. 
Cemeiery. 

Th.e body will he In ta te at 
lhf family readence in Z..vallii. 

Mr, Miles was born In Ance-r 
l,n11 C<111nry. January 2T 1 
4114 j11ed Friday He ~IJred 
,.,,,., serving as Po)tmurer of 
i.v.illa for 32 years. He wu a 

IIYII ml>f•r of the Zavalla First 
i;, Pl ~I Churrh 

illl'Vl\.'UOi includt h, wlte, 
Mi ta J Mtl1 of Za\lllla · 
//,,. ~lll( PJul l1U'll of Beau'. 
ITIC1'1 Rober Mi , E. R MIies 
Jr. ~ Id 11, R 1, . all of z.. 
\1111., nd rl 111 of San 
.\uau tine. th d.iugtu!.'rs Mrs 
C \\ . S and Mn. Ion 
t't•lnurr: of &-au n \ and 
~In; De• I , of lar-
qul'7 ; th 1, rers Mrs A O 
Graham and I.(, Miles, 
both of Zina la a rs Mat-
h& Kmr ot : J7 u• dch!J 
dn>n, and one ,:rear-,ral!Ckhlld 

G iJ500 F'ullt'raf Ho 
lora 

Their childr n 
Homer Le ghton m.Anni Maud 
Morris m. lly Ma oode 
William (Toot r) m.Mae Courtn y 
Sybil m.Ben Sharp 
K.R (Bunt) m.Oz 11 Buckner 
Dor~as m.Dewitt Don lson 
Robert m.V~la Ma Graham 
Dorothy m.Solen Fierbers 
Paul m.Effie Heiman 
Surviving childr n are 
Sybil,Dorcaa and Paul. 
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1 y Jroup 

Photo Courtesy Paul Mils 

ront row L to R: Dewitt Donalson Jr. (son of Dorcas).Krni Kay 
of rrie), KffiP. Hiles (wife of Paul). 

econd row: Salone F1enberg (Dorthye husband),Homer Cliff (M rril 
Sal Y Hae (wife of Morrie), Morrie Hiles, Annie Maude Leighton (wif r), 
Dorothy Feinberg Hiles, Erna Miles Sr., Paul Miles. 

Third row: Irma June Miles (Horris da~ter), Dorcas Hiles Fi 
Su Hi les (Norrie daughter), Erna Miles Jr. 

Hr. Erna Hiles served as Zavalla"e Postmaster from 1912 until 1 7. He 
s rved in old (first Poet Office) also in the building was a drug ator, 
B her Tom Hiles was the druggist. 
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As Postmaster 

David R enfro to 
en~ Zavalla ca eer ~ ft '1"t,ll~ "L·1 { 9 f'J 
By DIANA ILL~ a Democrat, appo111,ed under the 

ZAVALLA - When David Ren­
for stepped down as Zavalla post­
master in March, resident.s in this 
East Texas co=unity felt they 
were saying goodbye to an old 
friend . 

But anyone who Ir.nows Renfro 
knows he is not retiring to a 
rocking chair. That's not his style. 

' ' After almost 29 years as 
Zavalla postmaster, I just want a 
little change of pace," be says. "I 
want to become involved in 
politics. Perhaps, I will run for 
county commissioner in a couple of 
years." 

Politics is not a new avenue for 
Renfro. Twenty-nine years ago, 
the position of postmaster was a 
political appointment. 

'' I was a Democrat , a 
conservative one, but nonetheless 

Eisenhower admini~-u-ation - a 
Republic administration, ' Ren­
fro explains. " Because of the 
politics involved, I wasn't confirm­
ed until three e.nd a half years 
lateT. To be con firmed, a 
postmaster had to be approved by 
oo.h U.S. senators from Teu.s. 

"Ralph Yarb<rough was an 
ultra-Democrat, ond he had me 
pegged as a Republican. I could 
only get approv.,,l by the senior 
U.S. senator from Texas - Lyndon 
B Johnson My family knew 
L.B.J .'' 

One of Renfro's !'pefial keep­
sake is a letter frorn the funneT 
President Johnson. 

A9 postmaster, Renfro jui;gled 
Be\'eral pcs1tionl! - Mr Public 
Relations. morriage counselor and 

(See RENFRO, Page Eight) 

Renfro retires at Zavalla 
(Continued From Page Onel 

civic leader. 
''I felt public relation• wu part 

of my reaponsibility," he saya. 
Each day, I came in c:ontacl with a 
large majority of the community. 
They were my cu8tomen and I was 
there to serve them in whatever 
way I could. I cared about the 
community. " 

With tremendou uposure and 
hia willingnea to rela&e to the 
people of Zavalla, it la no wonder 
that his cuatomen, hia friends, 
soupt him ou& when they had 
peraonal problem.a. They knew he 
would liaten. 

A letter written and published in 
the Huntington-Zavalla newapaper 
several year, ago aums up 
Renfro' s character in a nutahell: 

'' My bouquet thia week goea to 
another favorite peraon in our 
town . David Renfro is our 
postmaster and a very obliging and 
competent one, too. In that 
position be daily COIDel into 
contact with more people than 

anyone else in town . As 
postmaster, he is on a first-name 
basis with most of our town folks. 
He is 80 kind to our older citizens. 
He takes time for filling out their 
money orders, addressing their 
envelopes and explaining the cost 
to them. He carefully and slowly 
counts their change.• ' 

Mail arrives in a variety of 
forms, but Renfro did his best to 
deliver it. He recalls one envelope 
addressed to " Bam Bam, Zavalla, 
Texas.'' After much thought he 
remembered that a grandchild of a 
Zavalla resident called her 
grandmother by that nickname. At 
long last, the letter was delivered. 

When Renfro came to work 29 
years ago, Zavalla had one 72-mile 
rural route. Today, there are two 
rural route• - one 127 miles and 
one 47 miles long. Twenty-nine 
years ago, he had 170 postboxes; 
today there are 451 postboxes. In 
1958, Renfro had 400 postal 
customers. In March, he had 1,100 
postal customer,. 

" Timea have changed," be 
aay1. " I did it all back then -

emptying. eorting, boiting and o 
course, the paperwork. Back then 
we had two or three re_ports to f 
out. Now there are 17 reports 
required by the U .S Postal 
Service.'' 

Doris Pelton, a funner Hunting­
ton postmast~r. has been hi!! right 
arm during the past few yoat11. 
Renfro's wife, Joyce, lovingly 
refers to Doris a.s her husband's 
" other woman." 

For the next couple of years, 
Renfro hopes to take it • httle 
easier - at least until he delves 
into politics . Their neighbor 
watche d h im slowly me&nder 
towards the pasture to repair 1 
fence the day after he retired. She 
commented , " Yesterday, your 
pace would have been twice Ill 
fast ... 

Renfro won't be idle. He 1w 
four grandchildren , 100 head o 
cattle and a honey-do list a mil1 
long . 

Joyce and David have thr8f 
children , Patricia MoU, Cecilli 
Flournoy and John David Renfro 
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SAFETY AWARDS. Doris Pelton, Postmistress, Zavalla, Tx presents belt 
buckle safety awards to: Charles 0llv1r and Charolette Husband. Rural· 
carrier Charles Oliver has driven 17 years with no accidents and Charolet• 
te Husband has driven 9 years with no accidents. Both art rural letter 
carriers out of the Zavalla Post Office. 

• • 
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Post Offices 

Acol 

Aldridge 

Aleedo 

Angelina 

Barber 

Baker 

Bonner Hilla 

Bradley 

Breaker 

Poat Offices and Postmasters 
of Angelina County 

Postmaster 

Thoma.a W. McMullen 

Edwin B. McCall 
Rescinded 4 Oct . 1906 

Date of Ap_poinment 

7 Dec. 1934 

3 May 1908 

26 Oct. 1916 
5 April 1917 
27 Sept. 1917 

Seth A. McConnell 
Thoa. W. Dunn 
Birdie Lester 
Discontinued 17 Jan. 
Thoe. W. McMullen 
Edd S. Marshall 
Discontinued 13 Nov. 

1919; mail wfkin 
20 May 1919 
30 Dec. 1919 

1924; mail to Lufkin 

Josiah Bradshaw 
Samuel C. Hiroms 
Discontinued 7 June 1858 
James Parker 
Discontinued 24 April 1867 
Malcolm J. Moseley 
Edgar A. Roberts 
Homer Kilgore 
Henry Baker 

2 July 1855 
2 July 1856 

16 May 1860 

29 April 1898 
9 Hay 1899 
27 May 1'399 
20 April 1900 
7 Jan. 1901 Leonidus B. Foster 

Discontinued 14 feb. 1902; mail to Lufkin 

James 8yrns 31 Jan. 1907 
13 Harch 1908 
28 Sept. 1912 

Edgar T. Hickman 
Joseph F. Fisher 
Discontinued 31 Aua. 1915; mail to Huntington 

Martin W. Townsend 
Discontinued; mail to Pollok 
Re-established 
Zacariah P. Fenley 
No papers 
Martin W. Townaend 
John S. Matthews 

20 July 1889 

26 Oct. 1894 
6 May 1895 
19 Aug. 1895 
31 Jan. 1901 
10 May 1901 Joseph D. Cates 

Discontinued 31 Aua- 1901; mail to Pollok 

Chas. A. Ballentine 
W.H. Bonner 
Discontinued 11 Sept. 1877 

13 June 1876 
2 July 1877 

J.M. Futch 29 Alla- 1881 
Discontinued 4 Aua. 1882; mail to Hcaer 

Geor1e A. Medford 
Chanaed to Ora. 

23 Sept. 1884 
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Post Office 

Burke 
(late Rhodes) 

Burris Prairie 

Carut hers 

Chancey 

Cheesland 

Clawson 

Davisville 

Diboll 

Postmaater 

David M. Stovall 
Dixie Roberts 
Stephen J. Treadwell 
William B. Mantooth 
Daniel B. McCall 
Ina McCall 
Discontinued 31 Aug.1955; 

Joel Hill 
Discontinued 5 Nov. 1866 

Andrew J . Blackburn 

Date of Appointment 

20 March 1886 
23 Hay 1887 
7 March 1888 
11 Sept. 1897 
29 June 1898 
2 Sept. 1914 

mail to Diboll 

15 Nov. 1860 

8 June 130e 
Order r escinded 13 Aus. 1908 

Chas . W. Richardson 25 May 1915 
Disconti nued 15 Aug. 1916; mail to wfkin 

Jacob P. Humphrey 8 Aua. 1857 
Discontinued 4 Aus. 1860 
Winzel Hillenkamp 10 Nov. 1860 
Discontinued 5 Nov. 1866; restored 6 Nov. 1866 
Mrs. Martha Buckalue 6 Nov. 1966 
Winzel Hillenkamp 11 Jw,e 1873 
Changed to Wells (in Cherokee Co.) 29 March 1886 

Wm. McD. Vinson 
Thomae C. Mantooth 
John C. Means 
Horace Smith Jr. 
Robert A. Caruthers 
William Karl 
Discontinued 22 feb. 1906; 
Disrescinded 26 Feb.1906 
James M. Sapp 
Ashley Stroud (declined) 
Discontinued 31 Aug.1907; 
Maurice Bivins 
Edward W. Blythe 
Robert H. Melear 
Andrew Sulser 
Lawson T. Bargainer 
Sallie Hopper 

26 March 1891 
8 Sept. 1892 
31 July 1893 
9 Sept. 1898 
3 April 1900 
26 June 1903 

mail to Keltya 

27 Feb. 1906 
27 Dec. 1906 

mail to Ke ltys 
8 July 1908 
23 Feb. 1910 
9 Jan. 1912 
26 Oct. 1912 
24 April 1915 
10 April 1920 
17 Dec . 1929 Mrs. Ruth Poe 

Discontinued 30 Nov.1935; mail to wfkin 

Wm. G. Herrington 
James S. Smith 
James H. Clayton 
Discontinued 1 Sept. 

William P. Rutland 
Watson Walker 
William P. Rutland 
Frank Farrington 

8 April 1908 
9 June 1909 
2 Feb. 1910 

1921; mail to wfkin 

25 MAY 1897 
25 April 1901 
30 Sept. 1904 
14 Dec . 1908 
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Post Office 

Diboll Cont . 

Donovan 

Dunkin 

Durant 

Durst 

Blysium 

Emporia 

Eudora 

Postmaater 

Zettie Kelley 
Anna L. Powell 
Bernice H. Weeks 
Edythe H. Weeks 

Mrs. Oma Wall 
Bertie Grant 

Date of Appotntment 

11 Dec . 1925 
31 March 1953 
10 Aug. 1953 
29 Dec. 1966 

3 March 1927 
27 June 1929 
22 Oct. 1930 Carlon I. Fuller 

Discontinued 31 Dec .1930; mail t o Huntington 

Harrison A. !Xmkin 
Charles A. Chamber s 
Ralph C. Arnett 
Changed to Nancy 1 June 1926 

14 Feb. 1901 
15 Sept.1902 
30 April 1926 

Louie C. Odum 30 Oct. 1909 
Joseph G. Chumley 29 April 1914 
Discontinued 15 May 1915; mail to Clawson 

John E. West 
Halbert Medlin 
Sargent P. Broughton 
Willie A. Nelms 
Malcom J. Moseley 
Changed to An£elina 29 April 1898 

Joseph K. McKnight 
Charles Ruby 
Discontinued 23 Jan.1867 

Joa. C. Carter 
Willie C. Vinson 
Horace M. Carter 

30 Dec. 1893 
11 May 1695 
3 March 1896 
18 JM. 1897 
26 July 1897 

29 June 1857 
3 Aus.1858 

10 July 1893 
16 Dec . 1902 
20 Sept. 1904 
16 Dec. 1906 Clarence A. Jones 

Discontinued 8 April 1907; mail t o Diboll 

Mrs. Sarah C. Carusler 
Mary C. Guinn 
Charles K. Carusler 
T.H. Weaver 
Discontinued 23 Dec.1898; 
Re-established 

6 Oct . 1885 
2 July 1888 
14 Oct. 1897 
29 Sept .1998 

mail to Homer 

Willie 0. Warren 18 May 1899 
Discontinued 2 Oct. 1900; mail to Homer 
John F. Robinson 28 Sept. 1901 
Discontinued 7 July 1903; mail to funkin 

John W. Bohlseen 
Clyde K. Miller 

5 Oct. 1920 

Mary C. Bohlseen (declined) 
Oscar L. Finley 

21 April 1822 
17 July 1923 
28 Nov.1923 
19 Dec. 1925 
28 Nov. 1943 

Annie J. Honeycutt 
Casper Newton Walker 
Discontinued 15 Dec.1944; mail to Huntington 
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Post Office 

Fort Turan 

Hamlet 

Herrington's 

Homer 

Huntington 

Ivy 

Jake 

Keltys 

Postmaster 

Thoe. B. Windham 
Discontinued 5 Nov.1866 

Martha A. Oates 
John W. Oates 

Date of Appointment 

17 Nov. 1856 

11 June 1894 
6 March 1900 
23 July 1906 wlar Maud Wagstaff 

Discontinued 27 Feb.1908; mail to Huntington 

William Herrington 
Joshua B. Cochran 
Discontinued 5 Nov. 1866 

John W. Martin 
Washington L. Denman 
David S. Carnahan 
John Middleton 
Miss Mary A. Shannon 
Arnold Branton 
George J . Collins 
Casper A. Ricks 
Henry J . Mat hews 
Mrs . Caladonia Brown 
Benjamin W. Borden (declined) 
George M. Collins 
George J. Collins 
Edward L . Robb 

6 Feb. 1852 
12 Dec . 1857 

4 Aug. 1858 
13 Oct. 1858 
10 April 1866 
19 March 1867 
3 Dec . 1968 
21 July 1871 
1 June 1874 
20 Dec.1880 
20 March 1882 
10 Oct. 1889 
29 Oct. 1891 
4 Feb. 1892 
11 Aug. 1892 
28 APril 1893 
22 Sept. 1897 John N. Thompson 

Discontinued 30 April 1924; mail to wfkin 

Robert D. Cha~ 
George W. Herrington 
Laura B. Cochran 
Wm. B. Ivey 
Robt. N. McMullen 
Lila Baird 
Lee K. McKewen 
Bolivar C. Ivy 

Idella J. Kennedy 
Sophie Haley 
Wm. B. Scarbrouah 
Wm. W. Hilliard 
Sebron J. Cowart 
Changed to Odell 23 Jan. 1900 

23 July 1900 
15 dee. 1906 
19 May 1908 
24 March 1911 
15 Oct. 1904 
1 Nov. '1921 
16 May 1930 
16 Nov. 1934 

29 May 1886 
3 Jan. 1887 
3 Jan. 1888 
16 Nov. 1896 
15 March 1898 

Jacob Davie 19 March 1884 
Miss Lizzie K. Chambers 3 Nov. 1885 
Discontinued 11 May 1886; mail to Eason, Polk Co. 

Joseph H. Kurth 
John E. West 
Sam Wiener Jr. 
Joseph H. Kurth 
John A. Odell 

26 March 1890 
25 Nov. 1891 
4 feb. 1892 
27 Sept. 1897 
1 July 1915 

• 
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Poat Office 

Kel t ys 
(continued) 

Lay 

Lufkin 

Manning 

Manton 

Marion 

Postmaster 

otto 0. Munsell (decl ined) 
Geo. T. Kirkpatrick 
David W. Thompson 
Dora Cobb 
Kate Moses 
Louise W. McMullen 
Discontinued 27 Dec. 1968; 

William C. Lay 

Date of Appointment 

15 July 1918 
17 Jan. 1919 
19 dee. 1923 
5 Aug. 1939 
1 Aug. 1940 
25 Aug. 1961 

mail to Huntington 

1 Oct. 1898 
10 March 1899 James P. Dubose 

Discontinued 24 Sept . 
Re- established 

1900; mail to Burke 

Henry Travis 
William M. Outlaw 
Charles D. Renfro 
Di scontinued 12 Nov. 

Wm. A. Abney 
Joseph Kerr 
Nathan W. Gann 
Benj. L. McPherson 
Winfield L. Vinson 
Joshua Shotwell 
Crockett Campbell 
W.K. Boykin 
Chas. L. Bonner 
otto J. Lang 
Susie K. Lang 
Wm. L. Evans 
Walter K. Hall 
Willie C. Binion 
Clarence H. Green 
R.V. Welch, Jr. 

Charles G. Gribble 
Herbert Moss 
Arthur C. Polk 
Annie L. Thompeon 
Aline F. Ragan 
Dudley L. Gibbs 
Johnnie Mae Hayes 
Harcie Holland 
Cynthia C. Jones 
Hamp Wilson 

13 Feb. 1901 
5 Oct. 1902 
17 Sept . 1902 

1906; mail to Burke 

12 April 1882 
21 March 1883 
7 Feb. 1890 
2 Aug. 1893 
28 July 1897 
23 Jan. 1900 
28 March 1904 
20 Dec. 1916 
12 JWle 1919 
4 June 1920 
22 Nov. 1922 
1 May 1923 
7 tw.rch 1928 
18 Oct. 1936 
31 Aug. 1950 
31 Aug. 1952 

19 July 1906 
6 Feb. 1915 
28 May 1919 
1 Nov. 1925 
22 Harch 1926 
15 Dec. 1927 
8 Oct. 1935 
3 Nov. 1936 
1 Oct. 1938 
1 April 1939 

Discontinued 30 April 1940; mail to Huntington 

William A. Hawke 
Fred Brunsterman 
Phillip C. Burr 
Charles H. Felt 
Frank H. Liers 
Discontinued 30 Nov. 

John D. Gann 

6 June 1903 
7 June 1904 
11 May 1905 
16 Feb. 1926 
19 Jan. 1911 

1912; mail to Platt 

8 March 1847 
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Poat Office 

Marion 
(continued) 

Miami 

Modisett 

Monterey 

Mott 

Nancy 
(lat e Dunkin) 

Odell 

Ora 
(late Breaker) 

Poatmaater 

Rliaha A. Evans 
Ashburn Davia 
William P. Wilkins 
William Wilson 
Jacob Davis 
J ohn I . Shark 
Jacob Davia 
Wm. W. Manni ng 
Hezekiah Hunt er 
Discontinued 9 Aug. 1869; 
Wm. P. Berry 
Discontinued 10 Oct. 1876 

Date of Appointment 

3 Feb. 1848 
31 May 1848 
29 April 1852 
27 April 1852 
16 July 1853 
12 Nov. 1856 
14 May 1857 
22 July 1858 
9 Oct. 1866 

Re-established 
4 Oct. 1869 

Albert B. Seals 12 May 1882 
Mrs. Lulu C. Ross 18 Sept. 1882 
Discontinued 28 April, 1883; mail to Lufkin 

Andrew J. Davis 24 Dec. 1902 
Di scontinued 17 Dec. 1904; mai l to Clawson 

Alfred J. Wigley 
Henry J . Towsend 
Joel Z. Stringer 
Jessi e R. Register 
Discontinued 31 Dec. 

Thomas L. Mott 
Robert G. Dixon 
Thom. L. Mott 
Discontinued 3 Sept. 
J essie C. Henaarling 
James K. Dudley 
Thomas J. Parker 
John T. Henaarling 
Hiram C. Mott 
Jerry M. Havard 
Discontinued 14 Feb. 
Discontinued 27 Jan. 

Ralph C. Arnett 
Thom. W. McMullen 
William A. Chambers 
Discontinued 30 June 

James H. Kirkland 
Discontinued 22 Aug. 

George A. Medford 
Mrs. Elvira Cochran 
Mrs. Sue A. Moore 
Francis H. Cochran 
Lewis K. Baird 
Elvira Cochran 
Calvin J . Cochran 

28 May 1902 
19 Oct . 1905 
2 Aug. 1906 
15 Jan. 1910 

1913; mai l t o Hunti ngton 

1977 

1914; 
1921; 

1941; 

1900; 

7 Aug. 1871 
15 May 1876 
3 Oct. 1876 

28 Sept. 1885 
8 Feb. 1897 
24 Aug. 1901 
10 May 1904 
14 Nov. 1908 
5 March 1912 

Rescinded 
mail to Turpentine 

30 April 1926 
11 April 1929 
10 Jan. 1934 

mail to Zavalla 

23 Jan. 1900 
mail to Homer 

11 Nov. 1884 
14 Jan. 1886 
11 April 1891 
9 Sept . 1892 
28 Sept. 1893 
1 Hay 1894 
8 Sept. 1896 
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Eo.il Office 

Ora 
(continued) 

Platt 

Pollok 

Popher 

Red 

Retrive 

Rhodes 

Shawnee Creek 

Postmaster 

Lewis E. Baird 
Richard J . Hatfiel d 
Joseph G. Russel l 
George W. McIntosh 
Thomas W. Jeanes 
Andrew J . Shofner 
William A. Conner 
April H. Ellis 
David H. Carlton 
Charles C. Mattek 

Date of Appointment 

1 April 1898 
23 Dec. 1899 
11 Oct. 1900 
29 April 1901 
23 Oct. 1901 
2 Dec. 1902 
12 Feb. 1904 
5 June 1907 
25 Feb. 1908 
19 April 1911 

Rebecca Yeates 
Discontinued 30 Sept.1911; 

28 July 1911 
mail to Huntington 

William L. Singleton 
John C. McKinney 
Morris G. McCoy 
Discontinued 31 Jan. 1913; 

James G. McKnight 
Ollie Langi ll 
Homer N. Ki lgore 
William S. Watson 
Chas . C. Dunn 
John W. Dunn 
Mazie Dunn 
Robert R. Sanders 
Gertrude D. Carr 
Nina F. Ruby 

Martha A. Boykin 
Martha A. Ivy 

28 Nov. 1902 
26 March 1906 
3 Jan . 1908 

mail t o Hanton 

9 Nov. 1886 
29 Hay 1902 
25 March 1903 
29 Aug. 1908 
24 Apr il 1922 
18 Hay 1923 
8 Jan. 1926 
5 March 1927 
30 dee . 1963 
8 Oct. 1965 

21 Apr il 1890 
14 Dec. 1894 
29 Jan. 1896 
14 Dec. 1894 

Sarah B. Truett 
Martha A. Ivy 
Discontinued 4 Feb. 1903; mail to Monter ey 

Wade McAdue (declined) 8 May 1906 
Dempeey D. Lewis, Jr. 7 Sept . 1906 
Discontinued 19 April 1907; mail to Wells 

Charles B. Griffin 
C.B. Fairchild 
Discontinued 30 June 1913; 
wrana A. Week.a 
Discontinued 21 Oct. 1922; 

Harris Rhodes 
Homer V. HcMickle 
Wla. D. McMickle 
David M. Stovall 

13 March 1906 
30 March 1910 

mail to Baber 
19 Jan. 1921 

mail to Huntinaton 

25 June 1883 
15 Sept. 1883 
29 APril 1884 
2 March 1886 

Cbanae to Burke 20 March 1886 

Colin H. Barae 
Discontinued 26 July 1877 

26 July 1875 
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Post Office 

Sumpter 

Wilmoth 

Yuno 

* Zavalla 

Postmaster Date of Appointment 

Wm. Herrington 15 June 1848 
Changed to Herr ington 6 feb. 1852 

Nathan W. Gann 13 July 1880 
Discontinued 14 June 1881 

Colin W. Barge 18 Nov. 1905 
John W. Barge 12 May 1906 
Discontinued 11 March 1907; mail to Zavalla 

Jessie C. Frondren 
Phill ip H. Nolan 
J ames A. Summral 
Robert B. Hawkins 
Wi l liam L. Laird 
Jae. A. Mott 
Van A. Carpenter 
Gillie B. Hawkins 
Erna R. Miles 
Leona M. Mott 
Colan A. Barge 
David F. Renfro 
Doria Pelton 
Bob Maylar 
Sue Berry 

19 Jan. 1901 
3 July 1901 
22 Nov. 1902 
6 March 1905 
24 Nov. 1905 
13 Nov. 1908 
17 April 1912 
6 March 1915 
7 May 1917 
1 Aug. 1947 
1 Oct. 1947 
30 May 1958 
6 June 1987 
22 feb. 1991 
6 Jan. 1996 

Source: Phot ostats from the National Archives: Letters from Jeffery C. Warren, 
Office of the Postmaster General, 31 December 1969: 
Additional Research: by Betty Mingee . 
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Tyler MSC 

Name of Office Zaval la,Tx, 

Location of Office: City Zavalla County Angelina State Tux.aa 

Date Established: Month January Day la Year 19.Q.1 

Current Postmaster: Sue Berry Date appt 'd 11/6/1996 

Previous Postmasters ( if known) and dates of tenure: 

1. Jesse C. Frondren 
2. Phillip H. Nolan 
3. James A. Sumrall 
4. Robert E. Hawkins 
5. William L. Laird 
6. James A. Mott 
7. Van A. Carpenter 
8. Gillie Hawkins 
9. Erna R. Miles 
10. Leona M. Mott 
11. Colan A. Barge Jr. 
12. David Renfro 
13. Doris Pelton 
14. Bob Mayhar 
15. Sue Berry 

Appointments 

1/19/1901 
7/2/1901 
11/22/1902 
3/6/1905 
11/24/ 1905 
11/13/1908 
4/ 17/ 1912 
3/ 6/1915 
5/ 7/ 1917 
8/ 1/1947 
10/ 1/1947 
5/30/1958 
6/6/1987 
2/22/1991 
1/6/1996 

Approximate mileage from Tyler: 105 
Stations or Branch Offices 
1. 3. 
2. 4. 

Current employee complement: 

Number of: 
City Routes -0-
Rural Routes 2 
Star Routes -0-
wckboxes 544 

Types of Community Supported: 
Po:i;ulation of Area Supported: 

6 

Rural 
1,100 

Additional Information (pleaae describe anything unwrual or of historical 
significance concerning your office - ie: architecture. paintings. events. 
visitors, ect.) 

A community called Yuno had a post office established 11/18/ 1892, Postmast er 
was Colin H. Barae. It waa discontinued March 11,1907 and mail went to 
Zavalla. Our present rural carrier, Charles Oliver, is a areat- nephew of 
Colin M. Barge and also a great-grandson of John W. Barge who was Postmaster 
of Yuno from May 1905-March 1907 when mail was transferred to Zavalla. 
Charles · cousin, Colin A. Barge, Jr. was also Postmaster of Zavalla from 
October 1947 to May 1958. Building that housed the Yuno Post Office is st ill 
standing on land owned by Charles Oliver, Rural Carrier, Zavalla, Texas. 
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1A!.rtient.er Store 
bY hett.y Mingee 1~~7 

The first store in Zavalla. built 1866 by S.N. Carpenter and Sons: Van A. 
Carpenter. Rielly Carpenter. Samuel Carpenter and Charlie Carpenter. The store 
was built on the street now facing the railroad tracks. but it was built long 
before the train came to Zavalla in 1900 - 1901. After Charlie married Betty 
Elliott he took over the store at his fathers death March 1907. S.N. and his 
wife are both buried in Zavalla cemetery. On the right is Fleta Carpenter with 
her friend Dawn Hott. 

The small store nestled at the left side of the Carpenter store also was a 
Car:penter store! . 

The smaller was the business 01 Rielly Carpenter built by his father store. 
Rielly also built the old Bailey home. that sat back of S.N. Carpenters store. 
Th hou3e still sets there today. showing its age now . It was the home of Mr. & 
Mrs. Bailey and their children. 
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turc-d n their yard below, a1e 
rid Betty Elliott Carpenter. He 
December 24, J8711. She was 
ul~ , 1880, ibe> married in 

d~illc on December 24, 1896 and 
"' and r11lsed their family In Zavalla. 

fh .> had s:x children, Ollie, Acta, Lana 
II Lee Billie anr' Hazel Dell. Three , 
I I ~ Oll C, Fleta and Hazel Dell. 

c Carpcntn family established z.. 
\lllla'1 fir'1 bu,iness and under tbe 
hands of Oiarhe ~- into I much 1 
bu• nc s Their story wlll conun:S::: 
ut re , Their role in the town's 

gr wth aa ercat. 

and on h1~ death his father , Charlie 
Cupc:1 tcr went into the family buslneu 
in 1901 .v. hen h moved here with hi■ 
-.na wife, the former Betty Elliott. 

Gm GOil)' .It IIRITAOB-ZAYALI.A: r.a-aa•, ..... Mir Ill•...--
... a.ru. c.r,..■r. Hl1 .. aAdler, S. N. Ca..,._, ... ,.._, Sea• 

, t-ill• I .. II .. _.,_ 1:torc 
23,_, _l-tll., ~ · 
.... Ola~ ...... ,~ 
... WIil. -· ... , 

c. ..................... . .... . .............. . ............... ~ .. ....., 
Qala ..... r.a-aao..D al:1 M,1111. ...,c I .. ..... ...., • ., ...... ,_--a.a ................. .. 

M, .... ,_, ................... c...-
llllfW•~•tl ,11 .................... ... ....... 
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S.N. (Samuel) Carpenter and wife Laura. last name unkown. came to the 
Zavalla area at the end of the Civil War. The area was under Lorenze De Zavala 
at that time and many Indians made their homes among the pines and plentiful 
springs. arrow heads. pottery shards are still found here today. 

S.N. and Laura had several children, so?l8 Van Carpenter who married Vela 
Gibson. Charlie who married Elizabeth Ann (Betty) Elliott. Rielly who owned 
smaller store beside big one, Don't know who he married, but he built the old 
Bailey home on Johnson St. Van was an early Post Master here in Zavalla 
1912-1915, Son Samuel and daughter Eliza Jane Carpenter married William Thomas 
Colwell. Lee searched the census and could not find the family. Evidently 
they did not want to be counted. 

OU1 OOI.Dl!N IIEIITAGB- ZAYAU.A: 0.. .... 11r__, ,_. _ -• ..._..,,.._.tir~. 'l'lll.,_nilldla'Mof_.._lllaldltla .. 1111 • 
., ...... ..,..,..~ ........... ., ......... If ............... ... ........................... ,.. ......... .., .... __ .. .. 
............... 11111 .................. . ............................ ,......., .................. .. _ ................ ......, .................... . .... ., ... ..., ........................... _ .... °"' ............................. o.s_, __ 

... _.,._ ........ .,., 1111■ ....... ., ......... ... 
... ~ ................. c.,... ........... ... ......... ., ..... ..... 
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The Old Carpenter Home 1900-1910 
by Betty Mingee 1997 

Photo from Fleeta Carpenter 

Thia was Charlie Carpenter home, he built for his wife Betty (Elliott) 
Carpenter. Their children were born here, went to school in Zavalla's lSt. 
school houae 

The photo and stories a.re from Fleeta (Carpenter) Parker, my cousin. Hy 
mother Eunice (Elliott) Massey lived with the Carpenters, helped care for the 
children and worked in Carpenters store. 

Eunice Elliott worked in the store in 1900-1902 when the railroad came to 
Zavalla. She shared many stories of early Zavalla with her children. She met 
Jap Massey in the store on one of his visits to shop from Sulphur Springs 
Community. He told that he told his mother on the way home from Zavalla, that 
he was going to marry that girl, and he did. 
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"The Carpenter Home" 
by Betty Minaee 1997 

Photo from Fleeta Carpenter 

The Carpenter house early 1900' s with a young group of Zavallians on the 
porch. Betty Elliott Carpenter and Eunice Elliott were sisters. Eunice grew up 
here and she and some of her friends posed on the porch with the Carpenters 
kids. Note the rag dolls the young ladies held. Eunice made those dolls for her 
nieces and later she made me one of her rag dolls and a wardrobe of clothes for 
Christmas one year. 

On the porch left to riiht Martha Grimes, Lana Bell Carpenter, Fleta 
Carpenter, Rosa Dominy, Ollie Carpenter, Eunice Elliott, Ettie Massey, Betty 
Carpenter, little girl Billie Carpenter and Little boy Lee Carpenter. 

By the fence left to riiht Dick Douminy, Jim Nerren, Jeb Lily and Matt 
Elliott. 
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Thompkins Cotton Gin and Grist Mill 
by Betty Mingee 1976 

We have two ~ood photoa of Ropr Thcmpkina. This one of he has oxen hooked 
to a wagon and bales of hay, looka to ma lika thara ia A good dwati.ng 0£ anew 
on the oxen, cotton bails and roofs of the b.iildings. 
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Thompkins Cotton Gin and Grist Mill 
by Betty Mingee 1976 

We have two good photos of Roger Thompkins. Thia is one of him in his 
Surrey with the Fringe on top. 

Children on the around were Cue Thompkins, Lane Thompkins and Edna 
Thompkins. In seat are Edna Thompkins and Nell Thompkins, Roger himself 
standing. 
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Lilb.e Thompkins Gertie Miller Roger Thompkins 

The Thompkins Mill 
Photo courtesy Pat Boykin 

In this old photo we have a young Roger Thompkins, his wife Gertie Miller 
and hie sister Lillie Thompkins who made her home with them. Later Lillie 
Thompkin left to go to California and was never heard from again. 

The three stand in front of Engine that ran the Cotton Gin and Grist Mill. 
The mill was located on creek, behind the Miles place. It was bought later by 
the Williams. 

Descendants of Roger and gertie who live in Zavalla today are Grandchildren 
J.T. Boykin and Pat Boykin. 
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Two Pretty Zavalla Ladies 
by Betty Mingee 1997 

The two young ladies are Eunice Elliott and Nell Thompkins. They were 
friends for their entire lives. 

Eunice lived and worked for the Carpenters and married Jasper K. (Je,p) 
Haasey. Nell was the daughter of Roger Thompkins who owned a Cotton Gin and 
i?'ist Mill located on the creek back of the Miles place. Nell married Tom 
Clark. Both had several children who attended school and church here. Some of 
their descendants still live here in Zavalla. 
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.. ~ ,., 'ff!I! "If' J' 
Mrs. Clark's 
Rites Today 
Funeral services for Mrs. :--lel• 

Le Cl.-.rk, iJ, ol Za\ alla "ere 
hedl at 1.30 p.m. Wednesday 
al the Pentecostal Church ot 
(";oo at Zavalla. ~ - A. ;\I. 
Freeze off1c1ated and burial was 
n the Zavalla CemE"lery. 

Mrs. Clark dled !',tonday Ill a 
I....111111 h0!>p1tal alter a long ill• 
:ies.s. ShE' "a~ born 1n Warren, 

pt 2t , ld93 and had res,cled 
Zavalla most of her life. She 

("'as a member of the Pent~ 

! 
UI Church ot Goo 

Sun 1\-or.; include one wn, 
Do)le Clark of Albuquperque, 
!'i Mex • five daught.er.i. Mn. G. 
E Pn e of Hous!Dn, ;\irs, Ger­
trude Brown ot Hones\·ille, La., 
)1rs R V. Johnson of Zavalla, 
Mrs Henry B.illey w Mn. 
\' ug .n Carswell, both ol Luf­
kin three step-daughters, !\in 
Guy Kersh a:1d Mrs. Kyle Haw-

r..s l:oth ot Hununrton, and 
'dr5 Sammy Hickman ol Rich­
.ind Spnngs two bro1h.;r.., Lane 
ro p!WlS and Cue Tompluns, 

t I ol V1,·.an, 1...1., four ~LS· 
te Mrs Mal' To..,11S£'nd ot Za­
' a.Ill )1rs. Edna Oakerson of 
Zv. ll., !..a \fr.,, AMie Keene 
i,t Sl:1 e -port, I..., and Mrs. AJ. 
LJe La•, ot Vivian, L,a .; a nwn• 
ber ot grandchildren, great­
zrandcruldren and ereat-grNt· 
,randchtldren 

AC'll\· pallbt'arers were Roy 
Cr.mer Jack Gesford, Emmel 
Krrsh. Ronald Carswell, Ken­
neth G b:.on and Ro&er Balley. 

C1pson Funeral Home, dtreC-
tors. ~i~ ;J... .I '1 t, 7 
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Volunteer firefighters from Zavalla and Huntington responded to a structure fire early Saturday morning In ZavallL The fire 
destroyed a storage building, but was kept from spreading to nearby buildings. The fire Is under Investigation, according to the 
Angelina County Sheriff's Department. 

Photo from wfkin News 10-27-1991 

This building was once a feed store & warehouse for Tisdales· Red & Whit Store. At 
the time it burned it had been moved directly behind the Old Fort nberry Drug Store. It 
was owned by Alvis Saree Jr. who used it for a stora&e building. 
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"'a~cn1c !ia!.l 
#' /At3 A-,F./il'Yl . 

was ouilt oy members at tne site or an old hotel. In 1~~ tne hotel nad two 
apartments. One down stairs was occupied by R.C. Totten and Opal Hassey Totten. 
The upstairs was occupied by a family named Rigsley. The front part facing 
Railroad street was a library! The apartment building was built by Mr. Jerome 
Pickard. It was torn down in order to make room for the Masonic Hall. The 
Masonic hall was built in 1947 at its present site. 
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Pnoto of old Zavalla Drug Store 
from Images of Angelina County 
Written by Betty Mingee 1998 

The Hancock--Fortenberry Drug Store 

The store was built orignally by Dr. T.W. Hancock, H& aold it to Dr. 
Fortenberry when he moved his practice to Lufkin, Tx. 

Pictured are Albert Blackshire Hancock a brother of the Doctor who managed 
the store for him, Also in the photo are Alberts twin daughters, Nettie on the 
left and Lettie at the table. The photo was taken around 1922. That side of 
Zavalla as burned out in 1930-31 and Dr. Fortenberry rebuilt the with red brick 
store that many of us remember so well. Run and operated after the Fortenberrys 
left by Alvis Barge. 
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Lufkin News. Sunday. February 22 ,1976 

Alvia Barge & wife Elsie May Walker Barge ran the Drug Store after death of 
Mrs. Fortenberry. Alvis worked & managed the Store from December 24,1942 to 
Dec mber 24,1997 . 

Fortenberry Service Today 
November 29, 1968 

Zavalla (Spl) Funeral services for Mrs. Inez Pope Fortenberry, 85, of 
Zavalla will be held at 2:30 p.m. Saturday at Stringer Funeral Home in Jasper. 
Burial will be in Jasper City Cemetery. 

Mrs. Fortenberry died at 2:25 a.m. Friday in Hamiliton Nursing Home in 
Beaumont. 

Tyler County Native 
The wife of the late J.C. Fortenberry, she owned and operated Fortenberry 

Drug Store until her retirement in 1962. She was a native of Pope Mill in Tyler 
County and had resided i~ Zavalla for many years. 

Pallbearers Listed 
Pallbearers will be Warren Bower, Richard Jones, John M. Pope, Ksca Collier, 
O.F. Holmes, Hilton grimes, and Alvis and J.A. Barge Jr. 

Survivors include two daughters, Mrs . Kasie May Jones of Silsbee and Mrs. 
John Blanch of China; a son, James Claude Fortenberry Jr. of Port Arthur; three 
grandchildren, Richard IL Jones and Mrs. Warren Bowers, both of Silsbee and 
Hiss Suzanne Fortenberry of Port Arthur, and four great-grandchildren. 
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Another Old Business 
by Betty Minge 

Photo shows Red+ White grocery Store/Drug store co:nbination. Th 
brick building was built in 1931 to replace an original Drug 
store/Doctors office built at same location by Dr. & Mrs. J.C. Fortenbury. 

The old store was wood and burned in 1930 when that aide of Zavalla 
burn d down and the Fortenbury s rebuilt with pretty red brick in 1931. 

The new one built in 1931 hy the Fontenberry·s contain d the dru 
etor we grew up with and Dr. Fortenberrys office. Later it was halved and 
a Grocery store ~ton the left half by K.E. Woods and run by Mcttullen. 
Known as the Red and White Gro. store. Another canager wao Tisda'e. 

Alvis Barge and Wife Rls1e Mae Walker Barge run the Drug store 
aft r the death of both Fontenberry·s. but never changed th name. 

When Alvis retired he sold the property to Bob & Kathy O Neal wno 
tore down the old building due to its dangerous condition, and now th ir 
Vid store, wood shop is built on the site. 
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The Aaron Barge Store 
by Betty Mingee 1997 

Photo courtesy of J.W. Crawford 

The building was made for a Bank in the early 1920' a. When the Bank failed 
Mr. Barge bought the building in 1925. He operated it as a general Sto~e from 
1925 until his death March 27,1978. 

Many of us grew up buying Groceries, Meat, Canned goods, Candy, Clothes. 
Shoes, Hats, Pots, Pana, Tools, Stoves you could buy it all from Mr. Barges 
store. Nearly everything a housewife or farmer needed. 

When Lee and I first moved back to Zavalla. I went to Mr. Barge and got him 
to order me a wood stove from the Atlanta Stove Co. We installed it, and I was 
soon making homemade biscuits, eggs and gravy for friends I invited to have 
breakfast with us. (In the winter when the heat felt good). 

Mr. Barge was a special person to me with his 
old time manners, warm greeting each time I went Feb. 1989 Lufkin News 
in the store. Zavalla lost a great friend when he 
died. His son Snooks and Wife Mauine carried on in 
the store until Snooks too developed health 
problems. 

They had sold it and Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Miles Sr. 
Who owned the building when it burned February 1989. 

People in the photo were W.C. wng (Math Teacher), 
Berwyn Walker and J.C. Carter. 
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Former Ban.t now Aaron Barges store--Right end contained a Cafe 
These Photos from Opal Gant 

Barges ' store/ cafe, up stairs apt. Was Zavalla ' s largest building ever . 
It stood at center of down town Zavalla from 1926 until his death 3-27- 1978. 
At his death it was run by J.A.(Snooks) Barge and wife Maudine Minton for 
several years. Then sold to Mi:,-. & Mrs. Ernest Miles Sr. 

Barges rent house built for Mr. Kllis Marshall when he was butcher for Barges. 
Toe old feed store and small building was a snowcone hut owned and operated by 
DeWayne and Debbie Durham. 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



Barge Feed Store 
Photo courtesy of Opal Gant 

The old Barge feed store in its later years, it leaned toward the street, 
never had paint except for ads painted on its sides. The building was first 
built facing the Railroad and Lumber Mill. 

It was Mr. Aaron Barges first store. When he bought the bank, and moved his 
store into it, he had hie original store moved to serve as hie feed and farm 
equii;Gent storage, to move it they rolled it on loge as rollers with mule power 
to the location where it eat from 1925 until 1992 when it was torn down. 

Mr. Barge owned the whole block on t1ain Street as long as he lived. Now it 
has been sold and divided up with several owners. 
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BARGE FEED HOUSE 

being torn down in 1992 

::.ar .. Feea Sore 
oy Betty Ming,:,!? 

Photo by Eva Farley 

This photo was taiten in 19~2 when it was being torn aown. 
The feed store was built facing the Railroad tracks and served as Aaron 

Barges first store. He built it near the tracks and the mill then sat on the 
old mill pond. 

When he bought the old bank out and moved into it for his store. this 
building became his feed store. It was moved to main street by mules and rolled 
on logs to where it stood from 1925 until 1992 when it was torn down, it was 
leaning so badly it was in threat of collapse. I remember when it had a Bright 
and Karly Coffee sign that brightened its side. 
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Photo Courtesy Orelle Sherman 
Cafe part of Barges Store in Zavalla 

Orelle Hassey and Nellie Miller enjoying a cold Cok 

No paper or plastic cups, you drank from the bottle with mabye n narkin 
around it to keep your hands dry. You could put a nickle in the Juke Box for 
your favorite eong. At the time the photo was taken the cafe ~a.a orerated by 
Auza Williams and wife Lade Massey Williama. 

At the time Photo was 
taken the cafe was 
operated by Auza 
Williama and wife Lade 
Massey Wi 11 iama. 

In photo on left: 

Orelle says it was a 
favorite bang out for 
young Zavallians at 
the time. Photo taken 
Mid 30 ' s 
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Kinnard Cafe 

Photo courtesy of Jane Rider 
1998 by Betty Mingee 

Mr. and Mrs. Kinnard on the porch of their cafe. 

Mr.C. Kinnard was born in Zavalla. Zethel Gibson daughter of Noah Gibson and 
wife Laura Ann Colwell. She married Porter Kinnard and they had two daughters 
Jo Carmen and Vernell. 

Mrs . Kinnard makes her home with Jo Carmen Patterson in Kingland,Texaa. 
They fed all of us when we were in school. Best hamburgers to be had and 

coat $.05. I lived across the road from them, in the old Aunt Sis Johnson 
bungalow and I personally ate hundreds of their hamburgers over my years of 
school and growing up. 

• 
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John Crawford Service Station 
Photo CourtesY J.W. Crawford 

John Crawford and Lloyd Bridges 

The Station was on Main Street, up from the Duncan Hotel. All of that 
side of Zavalla was destroyed by fire in 1931. That Fire changed the face 
of town as many business were not rebuilt, New places grew in the spaces where 
old ones where. 
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The John Crawford Family 
Photo Courtesy J.W. Crawford 

John Crawford m. Eth .. l Underwood 
children are : 
left to right : 

Bonnie. J.W. , Floyd and PrJnte 

Floyd and Printe~ 
both killed in WW2. 

J. W. Cra"1ford m. V 1 r·ginia 
Byrd 

Bonnie m. _____ ? 
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:Morris Shepherd McMullen 
: Servi fvr t.lorris Shepherd McMullen, 84, of Huntington, will be held at 
2:ro p..m tad+~ in the li1pSon Funer.ia,xne Chapel with 1ft Dale Smith offi1·1at• 

• ing. Intcrmem will follov. in the Huntington Cemeter)i 
Mr Mcl\fullen wast-:irn June 25. l813, in Huntington and died Jan. 12. 1998, at 

his home m IJW1tington. I{;, pioneered the bus industry In East Tuxas that hPgan 
in Cr•X'kPtt i11 l!Ol whPn he tarted Mack's Motor Coaches..ffis business inter 
e~ts Inter ex1~·uult'<I into cattlt>, oil and the banking business. 

S11rY1vors: wife ol 64 years, Beth; daughter and son-in-law, Lydia and Dick 
Travis, one grandson and one granddaughter; three great grandrhlldren; lost.er 
!-On. Edv.anl F:arl Dominy and wife. Nelda; sister, Margaret 'Thompson; brothel"" 
in-lnw. Gur C:u-Jton 11nd wife, Edith. 

by Betty Mingee 1997 
Photo courtesy of Dennon Cryer 1976 

The Bus Station Cafe was built 1n 1931-1932 at intersection of Hwy 69 and 
Hwy 63 . 

The bus station was new 1n this photo, in it left to right was 7 Dockery, 
Dennen Cryer, Jennie and Ance Dudley. 

The business served as a regular stop for the bus that ran daily between 
Zavalla and Beaumont. After the train stopped delivering the mail to and from 
Zavalla . The bus did the Job and John Crawford still walked each time to get 
and deliver the aa1l. When the bus got undependable the aa1l started using a 
truck owned by the Postal Service, and does today. 

Many people ran the cafe over the years. Mr. & Mrs. Ira Davis, Mr. & Mrs. 
Ross McG1ll bery, 7 Stanley, W.C. and Evie Wade, Colin and M1tt1e Barge, Murtie 
Grub bs and sis ter Alice Reppond, W1ll1e Earl and Mary Rhodes are the naaes l 
have been given. No idea of order they were 1n there. 

In 1946 a handsoae sailor caae into town on the bus. J aet h1 • there to 
welcoae h1• to my hoaetown and the next day 1- 9- 1946 I aarr1ed h1a. 
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The Lock Cafe 
another Zavalla bus1n sa of the past 

Photo Courtesy of Bonnie uxk Marshall 

Cafe own d and operated by w.cy and Archie Lock. Located on Hain street 
in ,Zavalla on the east side of the Byrds laundry and dry cleaning business. 
Shown with them are their twin &irls Donnie and Bonnie. 
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F ther• oah Gibaon, Mot.her-Laura Anna Colwell Gibeon oldest daU8htA!II', Standi , Zet.hal, bet 
parcnt.a•Vcrba (Wier), Glea (amaller) child m fathera arm.a-Gentra "aon", ma Ruth Lav.:irnti 

Twin Sherman Boys Gar land Elmo and Kenneth Delmo Sherman 
in the shade of Noah Gibsona Store sign 1940 

notice the sign spelling of Noah Gibson 
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Photo Courtesy of 
Ruth Gibson Lucas 

Noah Gibson and 
wife Laura Anna Colwell 
Gibson out side their 
Stor·e and lunch room 
on Main street in 
Zavalla. 
Their children were 
Zethel whom. Porter 
Kinnard, Verba m. James 
Landrum, Glea m. Kl.mer 
Sandlin, Ruth m. Arthur 
Lucas, only son Gentra 
died at 23 years of age. 
The only one of their 
children alive today is 
Ruth Lucas who shared 
this photo of an older 
Noah and Laura Gibson 
with me. 

Mr~,tiioo0

-

Dies, Rites 
Set Sunday 
Funeral seNices for Noah Gib­

.on. SJ. ol Zavalla. a.re scMd 
lied for l 30 p m SwlddY ,.i WI 
~ valla Finl Bapl.1'1 Churrh 
R~ w p Loll will ollu.:Mkl 

,nd 111trrment wtll follow Ill tht• 
~valla C.'t-mclc-ry. 
Mt. Gibson died suddenly F~i• 

LJy a.nc-,,,_, at hi• rcs1d"1Ct" 111 
:avRlla. lit was born Decembrrl 

urn; 111 Trinily Counly and hadj 
- ·vcd 1n Ana:rhna Counlv mo,I ol 

" hfr. llr .. d. R ni<'mbcr ol Ilk 
dVJ Jla &p1 .. 1 Oiun:h I 
11\C' body will he in state al 1hr 

•1p,,on f'unrnol Home until 12:301 
m Suncby. 
Sul'\II\IU:'5 :n..·ludc lour d,uu:h 
n Mro P J.f K1""rd ol z... 
,Ila, Mn; \'trbft 1.Andrum o1 
e~wnont, Ma. J::lmc-r S..ndhn ol 
untsv1llc, and Mr1. Arthw- Luc•• 

An&leton; two brolllen. Elmer 
Id l(ubbllrd C1bton, boCII ol ZA· 
1!11; one, 11,1rr. Mra. HallJC' !law­
ns of Hunllnatan; IIX irand­
uldren and 9 ,nat-gandcluld· 
ll 
Th<- G1p1011 Funeral HOfflC' Is 111 
IRflC ot arr.uiectnfflll. 
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Elton Colwell'a Store 
Moved to become heart of Shawnee Church 

Painted by Grand Daughter 
Beverly Hopkins 

I,, i ' ;- -.•) ,. , ,,. ,,,, ,, ,., ".! r1,, ,, v,(J,(;..c.-
Elton Colwell j; ., oA , M · ,., " 

(7 { ( £~, . ;t_ {J • ' ,? I ., 

Services for Elton Colwelt, 80, of Zavalla, are 
sched.ul<.-d for 4 p m today III lhe Gipson Funeral 
Home Chapel with Rev Fletcher Erwin and Rev. 
R.E . McAnaly olf1c1allllg and burial in Zavalla 
Cemetery. 

Mr ColweU was born March 2, 1898 an Zavalla and 
died Sunday 111 a local hosp1lal. He was a lifetime 
residenlof Zavalla and a retired merchant He was a 
SO year member of the Zavalla Masonic Lodge and 
Eastern Star. Mr. Colwell was a member of lhe Fu-st 
Bapt,st Oiurch of Zavalla. 

Survivors: wife, Norah of Z.avalla , daughters, 
Mrs. Jammie 1l>omson of Groves , daughler and 
son-in-law, Beverly and Cllarles Hopson ol Z.avalla; 
two s1Slers, Mrs. Vara Barge ol Z.avalla and Mrs. 
Velma Jones of Zavalla; brother, W.S. (Sammy) 
Colwell of Zavalla , three grandsons ; seven great­
crandctuJdren; abo, • number ol nieces and 

~ -Funeral Home, darec&ors. ' , 
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Office of Dr. Joseph K Al it 1 · exander 
wan ocated beside the Red & 

White Store on Na1n street 
Now it sits close to the Chctors 
o~d home on Hwy 63. The Dhone f amily 
lives in his home now. located next 
to the Zavalla elementat"Y school. 

Private Rites 
Slatec! fi~1s6 
Dr:1exanaer 

Private funttal arrvlrr• tor Dr. 
JOffph H. ~,andtr, 86, v.ill be 
held Sunday 111 5 :lO p.m gravf'-
1lde, Zavalla 0-mtel"Y, ,..1th Rev. 
W P. Lott officiating 

Dr. Alexandrr died auddt-nly 
SaturdaV oftrrnoon while v,atUnit 
In the officrs of h11 aon, Or. Jamu 
J-1. Alexander. o! CJe,•eland. 

Or. AltxnntlC!T was bom In Wa• 
eo, and was a graduate of the 
Nashville CoJlei:e of Medicine, 
Nashville. TeMe~see. He. had ht-en 
a practicing physician for thf' past 
66 years. 

Or. Alexander bad practiced In 
Zavalla and Angelina County for 
the past n yrars. He wa■ a mem• 
ber of the Methodist Church and 
had bttn a mt'mbcr ol tht- Elk• 
Lodee. Woodmrn of the Worlc1, 
Odd FPllow,. Scottlsh R1tc1, Chf'Y• 
ene, Wyomlni:: member of the 
American )lrtlll'ftl A•■oc,1ation, 
Angelina County .Medical A1socla• 
tlon 11nd an honorary staff mt'm· 
ber of Amtellna County Hospital 
and Memorial Hospital of Lufkin, 

Dr. Ale'<antler ,~ aun·lvt'd by his 
wife, Mrs. lnl'7- l. Alcxandtr of 
Zavalla: two llani:htl'r■, J\fr■• J . 
c. Marshall nf Austin 11ntl Mrs 
W. B. Wnvt'r ol J\f1tllRntl : two 
aons, Fred L. Alc-'<nnclt'r of Zaval111 II 
and nr Jame• I{. Alexander ol 
Clt>Vel11nd. \ Oakley • Metcalf Funeral Homt 
I• In charge of arrana~ml'n\1. 
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Pholoqraph ol a 9o!J>9 CODC9n> and th , 
Mr. and Mn. J. r. '1'nmlt'" Mott , • lolluo who mah II 90, 51w,..,. at,o,,e are 
Moll la HOT a .U..t partner She!1'•i: dealer al II Ho. 7101. Za•alla. Teaaal , •. Mn. 
l.ioa-.d the •ol-. ol 1,...i:,. .. • th•r• pltch1A9 and toqetber the two baH ateadllr 

aa r cleaAllneu, C'OWtHf and conalanl NrYlce IO ....-...L - ------- . ......-

Photo Courtesy of Louise Mott 

Frank and Louise Mott are shown in 

iront of their City Service Station. 
They bought the station and opeMd 
it in July 1945. kept the buBinees 
for 21 years. In 1966 they wilt 
the new modern shop across the street 
on the CemeterY Road. They retired 
in 1982. 

Both I..Duise and Frank have been on 
committees for nearly all improvements 
Zavalla has attempted in their years . 
Louise favorite work has been i;ushing 
and helping on the Christmas Parad. 
I saw ber this year watchirli as the 
Parade made its way thru town. 

Frank Mott and I.nuise 11assey 
on Weddine day. 
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uonald Gibsons Shop 
Photo courtesy of Donald Gibson 

When first built 1945-46, the shop backs onto railroad. Donald operated the 
repair shop. sold auto parts. gas and used cars from the shop for 35 years. 

Donald married Jonnie Quatlebaum and they raised two daughters in the home 
just across the highway from the shop. 
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The 11cGilberrya 

Ross HcGilberry m. Stella Jo s 
They were a part of Zavalla t , 
fed us. 
Stella and Ross worked in nearl 
every cafe in Zavalla and they Wlt 
2 business in Zavalla. Tharu-.s to 
them we could get a cone of soft ice 
cream at thei~ Daiiry Queen. Stella 
made good food. hamburgers ana full 
meals also. 
The places I kn~ they ran wa he 
old Bus Station Cafe, the cafe 
the end of Barges store, the H 1 
Station Cafe they built and the 
Dairy Queen they also built. 
Their children were 
Thelma ttcGilberry m. Freddie Nt.11 
Syble ttcGilberry m. Willie Self 

Below: Stella and !: f'Jl/ H ',ilberry in front of their 11obi J Ry,t.ion 

I 
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Syble McGilberry Self and daughter Billie Ross Self Standing in front of the 
HcGilberry Mobil Station/ Cafe. 

The H Gilberrya built the Zavalla Dairy Queen. It was located betw en Sbeltons 
and Hotts City service. 

All HcGilberry photos courtesy of Syble HcGilberry Self. 
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History of Angeli na County 1992 Edit i on. 
Lufkin Genealogical and Histor ical Society 

Bewl ey Car roll Byrd 

Th arly descendants of Bewley Carroll Byrd were from English origin. Most 
were n Virgini a in early 1600's and then migrating to North Carolina and t hen 

' Georgia and final l y into Mississippi. His mother was a Grandberry and they 
r re lat ed to the Travis family, the Pope family, and others. Most of these 
re in Marion , Per ry .and Covington County, Mississippi. After the Civil War 

three families , grandberry, Perry, and Travis, decided to come to Texas. 1876. 
They had covered wagons pulled by oxen and took six weeks to make the trip t o 
Texas. First set tling in Navarro and Hill County for one to three years, but 
eventually set tling in the Attoyac community in San Augstine County, Texas. The 
Perry f amily did move in 1909 to Cherino, Texas. 

Bewley Carroll Byrd was born October 2,1896 in San Augstine County and my 
mother, Mary Bessie (Perry) Byrd, was born July 30,1899 in same county, Both 
received t heir schooling at the Grandberry school in Attoyac community and my 
m ther di d go to Cherino school some. They were married April 1918 in San 
Augstine County. My father, B.C.Byrd was drafted into the U.S.Army for World 
War 1 and spent most of the time in Panama canal Zone for protecting the canal. 
After eight months he was discharged as the war was over. 

He farmed for several years in Chireno and San Augstine County. He had 
taught himself to barber, so later bought a barbershop at Camp Worth in San 
Augstine County that was owned by Frost Johnson Lbr. Co. of Nacogdoches. Aft~r 
a few years hers he eventually bought a barbershop at camp Nancy three miles 
below Zavalla and that was owned by Angelina County Lbr. Co. He also owned a 
steam press and was combined with barbershop. We moved to Camp Nancy in 1929 
just at the beginning of the "Great Depression". We moved to Tyler County neo.r 
Colmesneil for about four years and then moved to Zavalla in 1938 where he 
operated a cleaning and pressing shop only. My father and mother still live in 
t his same spot (52 yrs.). 

To this union was born, Ray Linden Byrd on April 7.1919 in Chireno, Texas. 
Ray married Mary Ann Lowery January 2,1943 at Mineral Wells, Texas. They have 
one daughter, Lynda Carroll Byrd. Daughter, Rachel Pauline Byrd, was born 
October 12,1921 in San Augstine County. Married Aaron Crawford and they had two 
daughters, Judith )Judy) and Patricia (Patty). Daughter, Virginia Ann Byrd born 
November 22,1924 in Chireno, Virginia married John William Crawford and they 
had two sons and one daughter: Carl, Walter. and Janet (Jan). Daughter, Ettie 
Joy Byrd born November 2,1926 in San Augstine County and died October 6,1979 at 
Orange, Texas, she was also buried in Orange . S}_le married Herbert Simonton in 
Orange. They had: William Steven, Karen Jean, and Jamee Keith. 

My father and mother are still living at Zavalla and he is 93 years old and 
my mother is 90 years old. Her parents were Elijah Lee Perry and Rachel Ann 
(Easterling) Perry. Elijah Lee Perry's mother was Sarah Lee and Rachel's mother 
was Samantha Lee. Half sisters.Most of their parente·s family were located in 
Perry County, Mississippi. They were in this territory as early as 1818. Their 
parents were from North Carolina. Ny father's parents were William Addison Byrd 
and Matilda Ann (Granberry) Byrd, both born in Mississippi and both buried in 
Attoya.c cemetery in San Augstine County. My great great grandmother Nancy 
Granberry was a Travis and she was related to our Texas hero at the Alamo. 
Wllli6111 Barrett Travis. The Travis families and Granberry families migrated 
from Warren County, Ga. to the Perry County, Miss. territory. The families who 
came to Texas were from Perry and Covington Cow1ty, Mississippi in fall of 
1876. 

By Ray Linden Byrd. 
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BYRD'S-EYFYT: 

An Informal Report 
On Zavalla Village 

BY SIGMAN BYRO 

....... _.. .. 

o:-< .... • • • : : - ;.. ..,,-.. _.:- ·.-.- . 
. . . 1,,3i.' 

MAIN STREET-Here's a VJew of Zavalla from 
the front of Bewley Byrd's cleaning i;hop. with 

Bewley's two heedless concrete geese tn the fore• 
ground and the pest office across the way. 
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l'he Byrd Family 
Pho~o Couresy of Pauline Crawford 

\ ~-
. ' . 

' J • 

'.;~ 

The Byras of Zavalla 

Hr. Bewley Byrd marries Bessie Perry of Ch1rno. Tx. Ht: Wad a barber plus 
cleaner ill pressor of clothes. He first c11J11t> to t.his area. a.mi ..,et llP e1 shvp ut. 
Old Camp Nancy the Three C Camp. When the C!IJDI> ww, moved he came to Z.:,.vulla 
r.1round 1938 ciild opened his dry cltanibg shop on main street . 

He and his wife Bessie had four children . .:kK,v. Glendt:n Ray. Vir~inia and 
Pauline. Jtte'1 married Herbert Simonton of Or·&.n~e. 'fx .. RIIY marrieJ Mory 
t:1:ighton. Virginia married J.W. Crawford and Pauline married Aaron Crawford . 

Hr . Byrd cleaned and pressed the clothes of the Zavalla people. His 
cl,ddrt:n ull w1::nt to school rn Zavalla. Pa,1hne :still lives in Zuvalla nPxt 
door t o the old place. 
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Bewley Carroll Byrd 'I.,. Ir., 9 J 
Retired barber 

Services for Bt!wlcy Carroll Byrd, 94. of Zavalla , will be held at 2 p.m. 
oday in 1hc fo~l Bap11s1 Church of Zavalla with the Rev. Mike Hancock 
,mc1atm~. lntc:ment will follow in the Zavalla Cemetery. . 

Mr. Byrd was born in Attoyac community in San Augustine County on 
~1. 2. 1896. and diec! Saturday in Luflt in. 

Mr. Byrd was a retired barber and the retired owner of a cleaning and 
pressing businc5S He wa~ a member or First Baptist Church of Zavalla. He 
~en-ed m the U.S. Arm, m World War I and was a resident of Zavalla for 
more than ,;O years. · 

SuNvors his wife. Bessie Byrd or Zavalla: son, Ray L. Byrd of Lufltin, 
dau~tcrs Pauline Crawford of Zavalla and V1Iginia Crawford of Lake 
Charle~. La : nine grandchildren. 11 great-grandchildren, one great­
er(kl-granJduld. a,id a number of nc1ces and nephews. 

Mr. Byrd was preceded in death by his daughter. Joy Simonton. 
Pallbearers will be Mr Byrd"s grandsons. 
Gipson Funeral Home. directors. 

i~JJeiSJe(Perrv)B d 9,,1,r-,-, 
: Solvices for Mary Beaie (Po;;.y)°B')'ld, ~ Zavalla, will be held at 11 
j am. 6atulday at the Zavalla Plnt Baptist Cburch with the Rev. Mike Han­
• cock aJHI the Rev. Louie lAMCa officialiag. Iotel'IDCIDl will follow in the 
I Za'IW!a G,motOI)'. 
I Ma. B)'ld'WU born July 20, 1899 in San Augustine and died 1bway in 

a local hospital. She had lived in Zavalla for over SO ycan and was • 
~ INlllber of Fu-st Baptist Church of Zavalla. 

Sul'YiYors: son, Ray Linden Byrd of Lufkin: daughters, Pauline Crawford 
of ZaYalla and'Vu-ginia Crawford of Lake Cbarlca, LA; nine grandc:bi)dren; 

' 11 ptal·grandchildren; two great-great-gruidgbildren: DWDCl'OIII ..-, 
nepbowsud other relatives. · 

• ~yrd was preceded in death by her husband of 73 years, C 
Sept. 14, 1991 and a daupter, Joy Simonton in October 1 

' SllJ~will~,a~ 
; · o( usaa1 remembrancos, donations may he made to Fust Baptfl 
' Ch~ of 2.avalla..Building Fund, P.O. ~ 73, Zavalla, Teas 7S!lln 
~ Holle.~ - .. 
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RE!,fE!,fBERING WITII ftllRIAM 

S11 er 111 a11 's 
1narch 

DY MIRIAM TATU~! 

Dcwley Byrd, our former 
cleaner and presser in Zavalla, 
and I have been discussing the 
Clvll War, and es pecially Sher-• 
man' s march to the sea. 

It seems his mother lived 
near Vicksburg and could hear 
the cannons all day long at U1e 
slego of Vicksburg. Her father 
was an o!flcer, and fighting at 
Vicksburg at the Ume. 

After the !all of Vicksburg, 
riders c.ime through t e I 11 n g 
llJCm about the com Ing .1rmy, 

·" 

"Sherman ls comlngl Sherman 
is comlngl" 

Her family had owned about 
eight slaves and their fam111es, 
who still lived w1U1 her mother 
and !allier. They and their fam­
illes ·had been carried to church 
by Mrs. Granberry, Mrs. 
Byrd's mother, and her husband 
ln the years before the war. 
Al this meeting house the slaves' 
o~ners sat on one side with the 
slaves on the other. 

When these same r or mer 

slaves Iearnedo!Shermw's ar>­
proachlng army, Uley gaU1er ed 
all the horses, cows, bacon and 
everything they had for a liveli­
hood, and carried lt to a dense 
c ane break about a mlle away. 

There was s uch a beauti!ul 
bond between the Granberrys 
a sincere Christian man, and his 
form er s laves , that when the 
Granberrys l eft to come to 
T exas the black people Uncd up 
a long both s ides of the wagpn 
weeping. Sadly, his mother r e­
lated how she never did see Uiem 
agaJn, not belnc able to r eturn 
lo M lsslsslppl. 

Where her people were klnd 
to their slaves , there were hun­
dreds of cases where Ule mas­
ters were mosl cruc1. When my 
father, a great student of hls ­
tory, used to recount the tales 
of slavery as heard from his 
father, I would cry bitter tears 
for the fate of tkese poor people. 
For Ulat reason, I a.I ways adored 
Abraham Lincoln for bringing 
freedom to the oppressed. 
George Washington is ccrtalnly 
second to him in my mind. 

The cemetery at Vicksburg 
is a gaunt reminder of all our 
men who were lost over this 
useless war whlch I have come 
to belleve wa:,-.fooght for the 
rich man's ease. 

Of course I love the thought 
of our brave.,Southern fighters 
and love our Southland, but 1! it 
meant slavery for manklnd 1! 
we had won, how much better 
that vie did not. 

My grandfather, Charles Hav­
ard, fought at Mansileld, La. 
and lost an eye, whlch remained 
a cross all of his life. Other 
young men of Angelina n eve r 
came back including anoU1cr 
Charles Havard from the Tom 
Havard clan. 

Ohl What price glory? What 
have we paid ln loss of fine 
young men through the years in 
useless wars? 

''Here, known but to God ••• " 
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Zavalla To have City Park-Guy Husband is shown handing City 
Secretary, Beulah King a deed for 5 acres donated by him and his wile, 
Charolette f lusband The City Park is proposed to be built beside Boles 
Supermarket in Zavalla 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Citizens of z/v:~ , / ~ / C/ j t{ 
We have been critized by some 

of you for asking for a tax 
abatement from the city for a 
new business we ure putting in. 
~. notjustuscan qualify if 
they put in a new business. 
As I see it, there are two ways 

for the people of Zavlla to go. 
One is to fight everyone that 
tries to help the town grow. In 
turn, as our children get to the 
working uge and gas prices keep 
increasing more and more of them 
will be moving away closer to 
their jobs and taking their kids 
with them. Thus, in turn, there 
will be fewer poeple left here, 
but the city, fire department, 
and school wi11 need the same 
amount or more money to &UJVive. 
The remainder of the people left 
will have to meet their needs. 
Lots of our children and 
grandchildren will never know 
what it's like to grow up in a 
small town where there is a fire 
or death, 11nd weryone pitches 
in to help them through it. 

On the other hand, we can all 
work together to crente jobs where 
our kids can make II decent living 
here. There nre ov1•r 37 million 
people that visit Luke Sam 
Raybum each year. Z:lvalb could 
be the main gatewny to those 
people. Every dollnr !>pent here 
has o chain reaction in helping 
o6r community. 

Zllvalln needs II bnnk, low 
housing, places for li!>hcrmon to 
stay, a nursing home, where 
everyone that .becomes unable 
to care for themselves con still 
continue to s tay in their 
howetown. 

Zavalla, needs entertuinment 
for our young people, a pince 
where people c11n get their food 
stamps without driving to 
Huntington. 
I love Zavalla and I would like 

to see the day when each one or 
our kids and grandkids can find 
jobs here where none of lhtm 
would huvt! to move. 

Charolette )lu!>hnnd 
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Clear water of Za alla springs 
draw people from all over area 

By HEBER TAYLOR 
lltalfWrlw 

ZAVALLA - Berwyn Walker of Lul­
~n started gomg to the spring at Moss 
Hill on doctor's order, . 

" The water we have m Lufkin has so 
much chlorine m 1t that the doctor 
dv1sed my wife to dn nk spring.water," 

he said " l was bom and raised in 
valla so I waa familiar with the 

springs." 
Walker realized he could fill the 

Joctor 's perscnption at the spring, 
which 11 about a mile east of Zavalla on 
Highway 147. 

"I run a trucking company and I have 
to eo to J asper every day. So I got a 
ix-eallon plasttc Jug and would stop by 

one or two limes a week. We drank that 
water for years " 

The Walkers were not the only ones 
filling Jugs at the spnng, which has not 
been approved by the state as a source 
of drinking water. JamN 0 . Deu ol 
Broaddus said he 'd seen all types of 
people at the spnng. "Some people 
don't like the chlorine, and some people 
use 1t to make tea," he u1d. " l juat like 
the idea that it's a spnne." 

Hubert Phillips, who was sitting at a 
store near Lake Rayburn, uid some 
people use the spnna waler stricUy for 
coffee. " They aay the coffee tute really 
omes through whea you have pure 

water " 
Peggy White of Zavalla had just 

lirushed waslune her hair at the spnne. 
She had filled up several Jugs 

" The city water here II a httle tugh in 
chlonde," she said " I 'm careful with 1t. 
I don' t like to drink to much of it 

" Somellmet I tum on the faucet and 1t 
Just sprays 1u. I 'm an aller11c person 
and I don't like to wash my hair In it. I 
don't like Um ~hloride. It's kind of 
rough " 

Whlle she wu talkln&, a shiny black 
Camara pulled up to the 1pnn1 on the 
other side ol the tuebway A rock son& 
blared on the radio A youne woman 
hopped out, filled three Ju11 and sped 
oU 

An elderly couple pulled off the road 
tn a pickup truck With a trailer The 
man beaan to syphon water from the 
spnne into a 55-&allon& drum 

" Sometimes the cars will be lined up 
there," Jun Bailey, owner of Rayburn 

Spring water . 
Peggy White draw■ water from the 
■prtng at~ HUI on State 147 ... t of 
Z.v■lia. Although the aprlng la not 
approved by health otflcl■la, many 
county ,..Idem■ NY the water la the 
beet-tut.Ing In the ■re■. 

Lodge, said " I wish I had that kind of 
busmeu People save their milk jugs, 
and you 'U see people out there filling up 
25 or 30 jugs 

" If that little spnng ever dnes around 
here, it 's gomg to be a me11 With all the 
water around here, you wouldn't think 
it'd be hard to get a weU, but 1t 1s 
There's all lunds of eas m some of the 
wells here and there are even crude oil 
deposits m some of the water 

" People use the spring for their 
cooking and dnnlung and use their well 
water to wuh clothes 10 If that spnng 
IN IMWOI, ,.._ 2A 

from Lillie Marshall ' s 
news collection 

►Springs--
Cont1nuec1 from Page t A 
dn es up, either the well digging 
busm~ss will get pretty good or 
there lJ be a lot of people who'll 
h~.v~ to move out of here. 

1 ll tell you another thing 
about that spring. You'll see 
Cadillacs, Continentals and 
Jame of the junkiest vehicles 10 
he world out there. All types of 
ieople use that spnng " 
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Clear water of zµ .. .. .. 
draw peoplt 

H, TAYL 
wmw 

ZA\ALLA lk.rwyn Walker ot 
the aprin at 
n 

ave ln Lufkin ha 
It lhat the d 

dnnk g»at 
born and ra1 

famllar wuh 

could fill 
t the apMJ 

of Zaulla 

and I ha 
I got 
atop t 

We drank tlU 

e not the only on 
ring which has no 
e ataw at a aourcc 
Jamea O Dull oJ 

'd , n all typea of 
nnc • Some people 

nnc. end some people 
ea," aa1d " I juat like 

l ll I a 1pnn " 
pa; \!oho WH Sllllfli at I 

Lake id some 
ap tnctly for 

y a ate really 
b ve putt 

valla bad Just 
Ir at the 1pnn1 

he rat jugs 
bere ii a Little high m 

chlo " I m careful with 1t 
I don't like to drink to much of It 

"Som tum the faucet and 1t 
Just sp I'm an aller11c penon 
and I to w my hair in 1t I 
d 't like tbil ~blonde It'• kind of 

u h " 
While lb WH talldn& a shiny black 

C maro pulled up to the apnn& on the 
oth r a de of tbe hlibway. A rock IOf1I 
bla~ o the radio A younf woman 
bopped out, filled three Ju11 and aped 
off 

An elderly couple pulled olf the road 
n a pickup truck with a trailer The 
man becan to 1yphon water from tbe 
spnn1 into a M-1all0111 drum 

• Somehmea the cars will be lifted up 
there,' Jam Bailey, owner ol Rayburn 

I 

' 
~ 
II 
26 

_ •• .,. anes around 
here, 1t'1 1oln1 to be a meu w,111 all tbe 
water around here. you wouldn't tbiDk 
it'd be hard to &at a well, but It la 
There'• all kinda ol Pl an aome ol tbe 
wells bere and there are nea crude oil 
depoeata an aome ol the water 

•· People 111e the 1pr1111 for &bear 
c:oolun& and dnnklna and UN their well 
water to wub clatbea an U that apnq ....... ,,.. 

from Lillie Mareha11· 8 
news collection 

n 
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A. T . DO NOV AN 

l:.,a or Sambo Forlty 
Route I, Bo, 382 

Za,alla, Ttu~ 75980 

It. ronovan was Plant M:mager from 1943 until he 

retired in May, 1961 . 
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than ever". Zavalla, the town, 1s st ill a 
q~1et little village; clay 1s still being 
mined out of the surrounding forest the 
new equipment added 1n 1956, with 
add1t1onal improvements is humming 
right along; the plant, with the passing 
time, is now more of a pioneer company 
operation than ever before; BUT, they 
are no longer sacking nine products. 
Instead, during the past year Zavalla has 
sacked twelve Magcobar products in­
clubing the newly developed XP-20~On 
top of that, there is a new muller and 
curing shed, spec1f1cally installed for 
XP-20~roduct1on. 

Another major change since the last 
report on Zaval la 1s in the personnel 
area. A. T. Donovan, plant manager since 
the 1943 beginning was retired 1n May, 
1961. Taking his place is Harvey Hin­
shaw, formerly manager of the Kos­
ciusko, M1ssiss1pp1 plant. Harvey, a five 
year Magcobar veteran, is a mining 
engineer out of Alabama who has already 
demonstrated his determination to keep 
Zavalla at top production. 

The twelve products turned out during 
the past year are a mixture of industrial 
clays and drill ing muds. Filter clay, 
mined out of open pits near the plant, is 
used 1n petroleum refining, vegetable oil 
refining and the production of insect1-
c1des. East Texas bentonite, also mined 
nearby 1s the base ingredient for Hi 
Yield drilling mud. 

Another raw material, lignite coal, is 
brought in from North Dakota by rail to 
Zavalla where 1t is processed into 
TannAthin or mulled with the proper 
chemicals for the production of XP-20~ 

Zavalla personnel are j ustifiably proud 
of their long record of service and pro­
duction with Magcobar It has been nine­
teen years since Magcobar took over 
the production of the Xact.,,Clay Products 
Company and began sacking clays and 
muds under the company name. During 
that time Zavalla has expanded and 
d1versif1ed, always growing and contri­
buting more to Magcobar leadership. 
From the look of things they are good for 
many, many more successful years. ► 
.,,, ~ I " IJ11d,·m•rl of \1-..:"<' I ( ' '"" U.af.lUOI ( o f'l",•r•IIOn 

, 1 n o\th,n t- onn ,i\rh,~. \.ac1 aad ti~h , .c:IJ art re ~ctt.d lrlld<' 
m., ._, o t .\1.,nr t l O\oC H.tnl,lm l ,1,y'k1~ 1.on 
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Ont" uf , .-~cr,11 open pll mme, ne.ir the plant, Huge. dtc,el heated dner can turn out 
15 ton , of cl.t} or 7½ wn, of hgn11e 
coal per hour 

th" hl't l c ,.i, hentonitc pit ha, hccn mined Imm 
,c, t·ral different le , cl, 

Zav.illa plant offi ce ,1h among the pme, and oul,., 
,ome 100 }anh fro m produc uon building. 

Stockpile, of Ea,1 Tcxa, hcntunnt: <lcfl\ and filter 
cl.1} fnghll are draghncd mtn butldmg t rearl. run 
through grinder then fed tnll > dner 

Leon Mott i, shown 
here ru, he operate, 
the au1oma11c 
~acl-.mg machine 
which filb. seal,. 
and sends sacked 
products on 10 be 
~hipped or ~tored. 

En or Sambo Farley 
llotile I, Box 382 

ZavaUa, Texas 75980 

Lool-.mg down 
lrom atop the 

plant there 1, a 
good view of 

worker, loading 
hopper Wllh 
hgnnc coal 

brought up from 
1he ,tucl..p1lc in 

I he bac 1..grou nd 
The coal is 

earned h> 
mo, 1ng hell to 

lht' drier ·1 anl,. 
al right aho 

feed, mto the 
drier can he 

u,ed fo1 
storage 

One of two big 
Raymond Milh 
gn nd, raw ore to 
powder m 
prepara11on for 
the m1xmg. 
curing. or 
fi ni hing which 
precedes the 
bagging or bull-. 
shipping The 
mill 1, fed from 
the hopper al 
right. 

28 

1 hl'I want muller. 
mst.illcd wuh the 

comm!! or XP-20, 
m1xe, t ht: lignite 
coal with proper 
chcmicab. then 

,end~ the product 
on to the 

cunng shed. 
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Proc.Juct,on and ,1dm1nJS1r.,1 1vc pcr,onnel p,he inform.ill 
l'tc1"ccn ,halt ch,mge,, f-ihh fn>m righl, ,1anding 
i, Rohen ( hamhcr,, t,cnernl f·oreman 

'f" e H d VC) Hin,ha" loob up from 
. r111u, r .. ,c .. , ~n An acu,·c man. has 

• U ' .. hci:I. of planl opcrauon, 1,.eep, hrrn 
r>cl\\ ecn office. planl . a nd mine 

1r hou1 1hc c.J,I\ 

T "-Cnl\ 'IA }ear, of 
con11nuou, ~erv,ce are 
repre,enied h> Joe 
Ha,1,.,n\ r oreman 
"ho "a, employed h> 
the old Xac1 C'la, 
Produc1, Com pan} . 
the forerunner of 
J\.fJgcohar al Zavalla 

Another the 
} cur veteran. 
~amho Farle, 
Plant 
Accountani 
1,.cep, h" hoob 
,1r.ugh1 \\-hile 
,crv,ng 
occa\lonal du1} 

~ 

a~~ 
l :- .. 
Flhcn Dav as llefl > and 
J 1 Mc<.,Jlherr) grah 
>,. P-'.!O hag, •" 1he, 
roll on produc11on hnc 
1 he hi1g, arc ,1aded 
on \\Olldcn pallet, and 
,1orcc.J w ,l\v .111 

,h1pmcn1 

,- a~ lab tcchnic,an. 
__.,~ mint over-~ccr. 

" or lilhng 1he gap 
~ ..,_ "'herev_er 
~~ needed 

Herherl Harm lat, 1cchn"i.,n, h," a 
nea1 "-Clhtocl,.cd lahorallln from 
"'h,ch he keep, a do,c c,c ~in quaht} 
control of all 7.1\ all,, produ.:11on 

29 

Ev.t (,a} Serr} planl 
,ccrcl.ir} for five , ear,, 
run, her l,ffice "uh 
the calm effic,cn,, ot 
,me "ho unc.Jcr-1,inc.J, 
..:omplelc plant 

£•• or Saabo Farley 
Roule J, Bo" .W 

Za•alla, Teus 75980 
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SAMBO FARLEY 

Sambo joined Magnet Cove Barium Corporation (Magcobar) 

a, July 23, 1956 as Accountant . In 1964, he \'ent to 

1-buston Plant as Assistant M:lnager. Fall of 1969, he 

returned as Zavalla Plant Manager and was in this capacity 

mtil he retired Octol::)er 31, 1986 . His Dresser Magcobar 

service spans thirty years . 
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Farley 

Herbert Harris 

Couglas l'btt 

Elbert Davis 

H. L. Marshall 

Warren f-bpkins 

Leon l'btt 

Earl Bryan 

Van "Rip " Havard 

J . T. McCilberry 

Eugene Bryan 

Cl aud Marshall 

Kal ey Roberts 

Murray M::Broom 

Earl Miles 
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Magcobar Crew 

Standing (left to right) 

Photo taken 10-31-1958 

Van Havard, G.W. Davis, Robert Chambers, Dick Donovan, Elbert Davis, 
Claid Caples, Warren Hopkins, Alvin Varnon, Mack McGilberry, Sambo Farley. 

Front Row (left to right) 

Joe Haskins, Vernon Lakey, Claud Hamilton, James 'fullas, Kva Gay Berry Farley, 
J.T. McGilberry, Bonnie Donovan. 

• 
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John Gilcrease Mack Massey Kaley Roberts Vina r.onovan 
(Mrs. A. T . ) 
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Service awards 
Magcobar Miniscrals Inc. honors Zavalla plant employees 
Oen to right I E ugene Bryan, Sambo Farley and 11.L. Marshall 
for continuous years of service. 

Nlagcobar plant 
· honors employees 

Magcobar Minerals. Divi­
sion or Dresser lndu!-lnes, 
Inc ., held a service awards 
dinner for its Zavalla plant 
employees at Crown Colony in 
Lufkin Tuesday evening. 

Employees Sambo Farley, 
H. L. (Red) Mars hall and 
Eugene Bryan were recog­
nized for years of continuous 
service. 

Farley. plant manager for 
the ZavaUa facility, received 

· an award for 25 years service 
with Magcobar. Farley was 
graduated Crom Henderson 
High School and received his, 
Bachelor of Science dc~ree 
from Stephen F . Austin Uni­
versity. 

He t,egan his career as . 
plant accountant at Zavalla in 
1956 and held this position for 

, eight years before being 
promoted to assistant plant 
manager of Magcobar's 
Houston .plant. After I Ive 
years in Houston, Farley re­
turned to Zavalla as plant 

manager. Sambo and his 
wife , Eva, live between 
Zavalla and Lake Rayburn. 

Marshall, general foreman. 
was recogmzed for 20 years 
continuous service with Mag­
cobar. Marshall, a native of 
Zavalla. began employment 
with Magcobar in 1961. Red 
and his wi(e, Bonnie, live in , 
Zavalla. 

Bryan, lead man, also re­
received recognition for his 20 
years o( service. Bryan, 
another Zavalla native. 
attended Zavalla schools and 
was an equipment operator in 
the local timber industry until 
his employment with Magco­
bar isn 1961. Bryan and his 
wife. Ina, live in Zavalla. 

OUicials attending the 
occasion from the Houston 
Corporate omces were Mel 
Wells, Magcobar's manager, 
U.S. Grinding Plants; Gary 
Ray, staff member; and 
Keith Olson, manager, Inter­
national Operations. 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



Bob Murphey Speahs 

Hundreds Attend 
Fete At Zavalla 

ZAVALLA - With the overall Renfro &nnoonN'd that W. D. 
I J)WJ>O&e of raising fund.~ to flnancc1Ba~. Sr., and Edgar Fann, both 

the building al a recrea11ona1 R.5, were the oldest person., at­
youth center, hundreds of l'P~i-1 lendmi: the homecon-Jn,:. 
~nls and Conner residents turned fu~ldl'nl of the Z,n-alla Ct\ic 
out to the Second Annu.aJ Za,'Blla il11d Df.\'elopment Ori:iUl.lzallon ta 
Homecoming Saturday jRichard Donovan of Za,·alla. Of-

The hornecomlng. 51J011Snred by ficials have del'id~ to ha~ve the" 
Zavalla Civic and Dt-,·eJopment annual homt'('OnlJng on the b.rst 
Oraanlzation, ,,.u held on the Saturday 111 July ol. each :year, ii 
spacious campua ol. Zavalla High was announced. 
School. . .._-•_ r .~ . 

Hundreds ol pttsons gathered l' .. "t ~ • IOI MURPHEY around the tall campus pine trees l · -~ ·. -
f ,. to bear the princjple address by ., • ~ & 

· • • 
1
S>e•ur bwnorist Bob MUIJlhey of Nae--

Zavalla Sets First I--;::,_., ......._ .... -1 
'l~red mainly on commending thf' 1 

~~
Corn,ing :;::e":.:~o11~ ~:111.!~ 
/ 1/o/ /, 7 :cued chicken luncheon. I ,. ~••-~ ' Zavalla merchants d o n a t e d 

/,a,·1111-A former Unrttd funds to J)Ul'Cbue the c:hkkens. 
,1.itt• toncnuman and a Other Aneehna County husu1e~es 
fnrmpr stat, Pnatnr ,,.,II hf' pl'O\/ldNI the trimmi~s 
pr n<'rpal •~•ken her, Sat- AC11VJtles held du~ the hornt~ 
nrda~ durtni Za\'alla'll frnt i com.inc includPd Bantam Roosrl'r 
annual hom~m,ni. , raN&, greuNI pill n1a:s. dr.u,.•-1 

The 1pe1kers will be Mar- 1np for turileys, and numei~ ' 
tir. D11"1, Sr . nf Lufkin. frrst ridea f« the youngsters 

• <"h:iirman or thr House l ' n•' A popular attn.~ at the·i ., 
American AMivities <'ommu-1 ~ & ,..as a "dWlklng 
tee. and Ou,~ Lock. ■lso of, booth" • -here buel.oalh h1ttingJ1 . ~ 
Lurk,n and a formr r leg1sla•1 tariet 11,ould aend a you~tcr 11 l"!t"'. 
tor. ,plungine into a tank of wate_r. ' 

.

Other actn·iti•• •ill lDClude l Of oourw, visiting o( old fm~ 
1 <.acl.. nc-r. h0&<1llin1 een-

1
..,... an :l,aportant part o( the days 

tr•t. blind ~ncens, dMa . actMties. - --

re11 n1nns at Znalla H11h I lluttt ol Cm!mxil~ _ Dav!d HA~D \\..ORKt:RS-'These are the corn-
School and a bu~_• cc Jun<'h• rntttc~ ()('Opie \\'h~ wor_k ed lo __ ng .an? hard 
eon bt..~lfi-~t for fhe ?'.avalla Civic Orgamiat1011 s r_rrst 

Tl'\~ hom• .cnm,ni • :Ill ltf, lowni homeeomi~. Left lo right an.' Rtc:h-
hrltl nn ,,h,. ~r hnnl ernund• 

1 
1 Donavun, Da, Id Rcnfro!.._Mrs._Thelma 

~ ----~ 
~ -

from Lillie Marshall's 
news collection 

~ 
Gibc;o_ n, Ellis J\faMhall and Arthur Fuller/ 
Marshall ic; president of the civic groupj 
Possil.lly 1,500 people attended the fir:.l 
homl'Corrung last Saturrtay. 

· (Frc!e PN'ss Photo). 
~--~~ 
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OLD Tnn:1:,;;-T1w,,c an• but 1h1·rr of tlw 
of the rC'al oh.I. lime rs 11 ho attended the 
Zavalla hornrcoming Saturclav. Left to 
right ar<' ,\. 0. Craham, .Juc;t irr of t hl' 
Pe.1rl' who hac; l11·l'cl 111 I hr town '.)::\ of hi~ 

- R rr ·a, ... . . 

81 1·r irs~ A J\1 Hawlcins, a Zavnlla rc•si­
dcn1 II of his 70 year-;; nnd \\'. D. Barge 
Sr. "ho was born near Zavalla Prairie' on 
Jn11 '1, 1877, manv years before the pres-
rnl town P'\istrd. · 

- -----------
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OLDTIMERS AT HOMECOMING-W. 0 . Barge, Sr. lleftl a"d Edger Fann lriglit l 
f,nd they have quite • few thing1 in common es they talk with David Renfro lcen• 
ter I muter of ceremonie1 of Zavalla Homecoming. The two ere both of Zavalla, 
both are 85 yean old and both were the olde1t to attend the u,cond ennual 
homecoming Saturday. ( Lufkin New1 Photo l 

.. 
PRESENTED GIFTS _ Pidur d - : • • '-. . • at the Zavall H . e ere several rec,p,enh of some of the 9 ifh aw~ded 
Ian 80 olde ta tohmecom,ng held Saturday. From left, front row, are Mrs. Tom Pou-

' • 1 mo er and al1 · f • h M Ed f ' ther with the moit child O •.n -a . ,e :"'t r1. na Mot♦ (center front) or mo• 
( husband behind herl ren wh,ch is nine for each; Mrs. Mot♦ ; Mrs. James Eaves 
est father · M J ' ::'0 'ht recent newlywed,. Back row, W. D. Barge Sr., 89, old­
---- .:..' ' 1• oyce "u!J._n9, 17, ~~4lH.!_!!,other; and James Eave1. 
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RIDING HIGH IN ZAVALLA 
way looks as if he's about to practice hi& 
fast draw on the crowd of 700; John David 
seems to have spied a desperado in the 
throng; and Mahan is just giving a hp of 
his hat to everybody who attended the day­
long Zavalla celebration. 

TOP COWBOYS at the Zavalla Homecom­
ing last Saturday were (left to right) Joey 
Galloway, three, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Galloway; John David Renfro, two, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. David Renfro; and the Number 
One Cowboy, Rodney Mahan, five, aon of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Mahan J r. Young Galler 

- (Free Press Photo) 
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Zavalla Whoops It Up 
At Big Homecoming 

ZAV ALLA-Mlss V1cld Mar• 
shall, 13-,-r-old daupter or 
Mr. and Mrs. a L. (Red) Mar• 
ahall w as preaented u tbe 
Homecomla, Qoeeo here Sat­
urday atternooo, capplne day­
loug acttvtucs or the t9e8 za­
ftlla Homecomlnc. 

Miss Marshall received the 
crown trom lut year's relp. 
in, homecoming queen, Doro­
thy J011es. 

'Ibe afternoon queen's coro­
nat1011 wu the final ennt at 
the day that saw about 700 
people gather together to enjoy 
a big parade, tried chicken, 
the PnlOII Rodeo Band, CIUS 
relmloos, drawtll(S tor prizes 
and plan Old.f asbloned vlsltlng. 

For the kids there was tun 

aplenty With aaclc races, 
scrambles tor llet,tnlcr-qulclc 
pip and bactam roosters and 
the Ulce. 

Mechelle Atwood, three­
year-old dau,hter or Mr, and 
.Mrs. Wayne Atwood, was named 
Little Mlss Z 1n morning ac­
tivities. RUMers-up were Gica 
DollOV&ll, dau,hter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dlclc Donovan, former za­
vallans; and Tam 1 e Tarver, 
daughter at Mr. and Mrs. James 
Tarver of. Zava.llL 

Top cowboys were Rodney 
Mahan, SOD o! Mr. and Mrs. 
Johll Mahan Jr.; Johll David 
Rellfro, soc ot Mr. and Mrs, 
David Renfro; and Joey Gallo­
way, SOD ot Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Galloway. 

How Sales Tax Will Work 
AUSTIN- \\'hen the Increase 

1n the state sales tax roes into 
effect on October 1, shoppers 
1D cities Whlcb hne adopted the 
city sales tu Will begin paJlcg 
the nrst of the tour peDDles 
when they apend their nrst lS 
cecta. 

Tu applicable to clty-sates­
tu-COYered sales: From tC to 
12~, DO tu; UC to S7~, one 
pemy; sec to e2~. two pec­
Dles; es~ to 87C, three peDDles1 
and 88C lo $1.12, four pencl•. 

Shoppe rs 1n ueu where 
there la DO city sales tu are 
faclne this scbedule1 1~ to 1ec, 
110 tax; t7~ to 49C, one permn 
soc to 83C, two p811111es; and 
84C to $1.18, three pennies. 

However, the Legtslat1D'e did 
klclc In a fflW more exceptlocs. 
Olle exempts sales through a 
coin-operated velldlnr machine 
when each sale ls for 1 e cents 
or less, and another Will exempt 
shlpptcc char,es when they are 
nrured separately from the 
price ot the commodities, 

A third Will uempt machlo- · 
ery used exclustvely OIi fUIII.I 
or ranches 10 the bulldlnr or 
matntalJllcr ot roads and water 
fac!UUes, and exempted from 
the new third state J)8IIIIY Will 
be sales 1'9Ult1Jlc from a wrl~ 
ten contract etered lnto before 
October 1, and sales for which 
bids were sd>mltted prior to 
October 1. 

w1111am 1,arse, a~ 'Vl, and 
Mrs. Bea Cutle Ilic Mrs. ~ 1-
tha Ann Jonu, both ~ . w..re 
named the otdt!,rt peraons In 
attendance, and J.fr. IJJd Jilrs. 
Hulflll Miller were the ~est 
newlyweds' at the hoa:ecomlnt. 

Mrs. Oempste Eifett of Za­
valla also won a pn ~ tor 
being the mother O! thi most 
chlldrell - ten. And Patsy S'W). 
ley, four •eeks old, was th& 
yom,est person present. 

The Yoacr Homemalce1 s of 
Zavalla won n rst 1>lece In the 
momlnc parade ll'lth tllelr co:,,. 
cept:1011 at Bonnl• & Clyde. See• 
ood place went to Roger Boul­
ware and Debra :tt,ott of the­
Country W•Coll, and th!rd pllce 
was WOD by Jalce li:>Uandot Hol­
land Hlrdt,-ard, H'.mt!nt,1on. 

T, F, Boulftre, PNlaldent 
at the sponsorinc Zavalla Civic 
League, Wll5 muter of cer~ 
moDles for the day's l'Ve!l!s, 
assisted by l~-ttme Zavalla 
civic worker David Rentl'o, 

other officers at the C!Ttc 
League this year are Rot-trt 
Dhooe, vice prl!llldent; Mt'$. J. 
L. Mott, secretary; and M. :s. 
Galloway, treasurer. 

All Ill all, It WU ttne ... -ea­
ther !or a homecomJcg, and U 
you weren't there, you should 
have baec. EverJbOd)'badabalL 

SUM!lfERTl\lE IS 
VACATION Tl"1£­

DRJVE C,AREFULLY 

~ I 
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Huntingt,on - Zavalla Hearld 
July 1973 

1973 Homecoming Termed a Success 
by B111 

The Zaval l a Homecoming waa the best one so far. in the opinion of all I 've 
ePok.en t o all. 

The Homecoming is sronsored and planned each year by the members of the 
Zavalla Civics Organization. Hr. <Atten Gaskamp, president. he and his wife 
fibby were greatly missed in this year' s festivities aa they always help and 
eDJ0Y it so much. Theirs is the driving spirit. 

The vice president Mr. Wayne Oliver took over and did a splendid Job. Mr. 
David Renfro made a very good t1C and Hr. Buddy Moore waa a one-man 
entertainment committee all by himself. I have heard many compliments on his 
performance . Zavalla is grateful to him. 

Judges for all events were Mrs. Morgan Flournoy, t1r. Hullen McClure, and 
Mr. Paul Selman. Zavalla says thank you to them. 

The Queens ball was held Saturday evening after Queen, Vicki Harris. was 
presented at the Rodeo. 

The Rodeo is sponsored by Zavalla Rodeo Club, President, Mr. Julius Grimes, 
vice president. Doug Shives. They had a gross income for the two nights of over 
$1800 and an estimated crowd of 1300 present. The senior class had the 
concession stand at the rodeo and they too showed a profit. 

The profit from the rodeo is used to maintain the rodeo grounds and they 
also sponsor a roping club each 1st. and 3rd. Saturday of the month that is 
open to anyone who wishes to come. 

The proceeds of the whole homecoming also goes for a good cause. The 
Zavalla Civics Organization sponsors the little league and pee wee league, 
their uniforms. maintains the youth center and ball park. Congratulations to 
them for a good job and gratitude for their interest in our young people. 
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COME ONE 
COME ALL C • 

ZAVAUA 
OW-FASmONED 

DAY 
APRIL29TH 
Beginning at 

10:30.A.JI. 

ZAVAUAISD 
.MSE&UL PARK 

FREE BBQ WNCB 
GOSPEL SINGING 

BJSTOJUCAL SPEAKERS 

BRING rov.R lAWN CBAlRS 

.l'OR IIOR£ IIa'OlUIAffON CAIL: 
897-2058 
897-3295 
897-9023 

:(i 

J._ 

ii 
,____,,~ 
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COME ONE 
COMEAf.L 

ZAVALLA 
HERITAGE DAY 

APRIL 27TH 
Beginning at 
10:30 A.M. 

DOWNTOWN 
ZAVALLA 

BBQ PLATE LUNCHES 
WILL BE A VAIi.ABLE 

ADULT $5.00 
CHILD $3.00 

GOSPEL SINGING 
HISTORICAL SPEAKERS 

Bring Your Lawn Chairs 

For More Information Call: 
897-3239 
897-9023 
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The Flag 

Preceding the 1997 Homecoming 
July 5th. We had a Flag raising 
The flag pole is on the Coleman 

bill and tall in the air. So it 
can be seen from many directions. 
It is beautiful and heart 

warming at night when the lights 
shine on it. 
The Flag waves high and tell all 

that we are patriotic people. 
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Slaff p/Joto tr, OVll1ine Samford 
A FlAG measuring 25-feel ll'f 45-fQet was raised oe a 121-foot pole in 
Zavalla on Saturday. ~ 

·zavalla residents 
dedicate large flag 
at vets memorial 

By JOHN F. MARTINEZ 
Sl.a,/Jwriter 

ZAVALLA - All veteran Brady M. 
Jones of l.avalla knew was that the 
U.S. flag would never touch the 
ground. 

The lanky senior, still wound up 
with emotion, talked about pis part in 
holding up portions of the 00-pound 
flag that was hoisted 5aturday during 
dedication ceremonies of the Veterans 
Memorial Flag in Zavalla. 

"For the people of l.avalla and for 
all soldiers, particularty those from 
World War II, this Is a big honor." he 
said. "You can see the flag from miles 
around and It looks beautiful." 

Jones and several veterans held up 
Old Glo~ measuring ZS.feet by 4.5-feet, 
as It took Its place on the 121.foot pole 
located at Coleman's Hill near the 
intersection of state highways 63 and 
147. 

''There was no way we were going to 
let that flag touch the ground," Jones 
said. "If it did, I would have had them 

Zavalla 

burn it on the spot." 
Nearly 500 East Texans includini 

state Rep. Jim McReynolds, 0-sa1 
Augustine, attended the ceremome~ 
The $13,000 memorial was made po~1 
ble by the Zavalla Beautiful Clean. 

Patriotic songs and prayers ushere< 
in the fly-over by veterans Col Bol 
Dunn and Neal Clifton. The sight of 
the vintage 1942 P'r.19 primary u-aine1 
brought cheers from the crowd. 

A spirited crowd pledged allegiana 
to the flag and smiled through the ded 
ication. 

Mary Hams, ZBC member, said thr 
memorial Is a way to honor service­
mflll and women who fought for 1hcu 
countr,! 

The nearly year-long effort to mist• 
money for the flag memonal was cum 
pleted this ~ she said. There an­
more than 500 veterans m Angdina 
and the surrounding counties, ~tn. 
Harris said. 

''This Is only phase onP of what we 
hope to do for our veterans," she said. 

S. ZAVAL.I.A, Page 4A 

Continued from Page 1 A 

Joyce Coleman Todd said havtng the flag 
memorial on 1ier property Is a btg honot 

''I was going to piil a flag pole up here 
myself, but it was just too expensive," she said. 
"When I found out about the Dag, I said 'veah. 
let's put it up here."' • 

Sunday, July 6, 1997, The Lufkin Daily New: 

She expects the memorial to be seen by 
thousands of people who drive through the 
area. 

A resurgence of l.avalla Homecoming Day, a 
yearly summer celebration was also started 
5aturday after the Oag memorial dedication. 

Jamie Dykes said she loved seeing her 
father-In-law Henry Kenneth Dykes, who was a 
prison of war during World War ll. participate 
in the parade and ceremoni 

She said Dykes rarely particlpa1es In any 
memvrial ceremonies because of his modes!J( 

"Many of the veterans were saymg they 
wouldn't ride in the parade If (Dykes) didn't 
ride." she said. "When he did decide, 'They 
said it was OK.'" 

Mrs. Dykes said many veterans respect her 
lathel'ln•law for what be went through and the 
way he's handled ll 
· "He pulls them tegether and that's a gn,at 

honor," she said. • 
Winners of the best parade floats were 

Carlene's Cafe, Dalry Queen and ZBC. 
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Zavalla brings back 
homecoming festival Sunday, July 6, 1997, The Lufkin Daily News 

By JOHN F. MARTINEZ 
Sta,6 wrlltr 

ZAVALLA Revellers a t turday's dodica• 
tlon of the Vetcrnns r,icmorlal Fla& In Zavalla 
walkod only a hort d ce to continue their 
di play of jXJtnOtism 

Emotions and spirits were 6tlll high more 
than liOO 1o the back of 7.nvalla 
High School for I.he return of' Za\'alla' Home­
coming Om: 

Mnry Hrurls, membrr of Zlr.i!Dn BeautlM 
Clean. said the brntlon, which topped 
nearly nine , will be held evl'I)' f~ 
Saturday or Jul)! 

"It topped for reason but now everyone 
wants it • aeain: 5he id. 

Howe,.-a; the dny was more than tun. :Mrs. 
Hams id the brntion was also a fund. 
nwcr for another veterans war memorial 

an the 
Organlz.ers 11.'3llt tp raise nearly $40,000 for a 

memorisJ that will list the names of the more 
than veterans of wnrs &om the area. The list 
of names are l'rom Angnllna, Polk. Tyler, Jasper; 
N'ac01i:!10C:ties. San bUgµstlne and Trinity 
OOWltif.'S. 

M k, food and pm hlgb]ightoo the da>: 
11.hlch fi tu.ml suverul 5klts Including onn in 
wh ildren recited Aura.ham 
Lincoln's vtt:tystJw-v.-;!d 

Ch:u1 Cooper ZoYalla h enjoyed the 
FESTIVAL, P-a,e 4A 

Slal p/loi) bJ Onlllne S,mbd 

CHILDREN RECITE the Gettysburg Address dunng the Zarcllla Homecomr~ Day. 

Conllnuecl from Page 1 A 
celebration and, as a veteran. appreciated the 
honor given to him and other fellow veterans. 

"This gi\'eS )'OU a good feeling," he said. 
"Seeing that flag go up and 10 many people 
makes )'OU proud." 

Red, white and blue balloons and ribbons 
adorned several booths and tables at the ceJe. 
bration. Many people donned patriotic colors 
and swayed to the fiddle playing of the 

Shawnee Band. 
Genevieve Carter said seemg fl\'el')'Oll(I 

excited about 1.avalla made her proud 
Mr wanted to see old school mates arMl just 

enjoy the fesuv!Ues." she sauL 
Her daughter, Lindsay Carter, 13, also 

er\)oyed the events and said YoWl8 peopl 
should celebrate the country's independence 

"Celebrating that the US. is celebrat111g 
another birthday Is fun,· she said 
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I SP I 
Seasonal Pageantry 

PO Box 350 - Zavalla, Tx. 75980 
Home Phone 409-$7-3481 - Email m machann@lnu net 

cS8Q,.5(')va.l f a.sr:a,,;f-.ryj 
f"'8381J"t.:J: 

l.JtU8 J'11:Jt8r a,,;as /'11:J:J ~t> 

&H M , J.99~ a.t. tva 
Za.ra.lla. ~ Ha.II 

a.t 1.iOOpro 
A»dJ1,;8: Apr,11 ~ an entries NaMd afur tNs date lrt 9.bject to Q Iott fo: 

Dlvf :,f 0,;:,: 

I nfant Baby Miss: 0-9 months Little Miss: 5-6 years 
Baby Miss: 10-17 months Young Miss: 7-9 years 

Little Toddler Miss: 18-23 months Pre-Teen Miss: 10-12 
Toddler Miss: 2 years Teen Miss: 13-15 

Tiny Miss: 3 years Jr. Miss: 16-19 
Dainty Miss: 4 years Sr. Miss: married and unmarried over 20 

Competition will be in Sunday Best: easter attire or Sunday best. One winner will be chosen 
from each age division with the highest score in facial beauty, personality and attire to receive 

crown scepter and sash. There will be 2 runners up who will also receive tiara crowns, 
participation trophies and sashes. 

All contestants will receive a participation trophy and a CROWN!!! 

OptJ~: 
Pageant attire! this is pageant dress or tux. Jbjs score is separate and is not included in the 
division queen/kj~ NOB io sivemc Most Beautiful, Best Personality, Most Photogenic,Best 

Fashion,(best fashion Is the highest score out of the sunday best outfit), Best Pageant attire, Best 
Western Wear: this is the contestant with the highest score in each catogory in each division. You 

must sign up for the optionals to be included in the awards. They ore $5 each or enter the 
dlstounted prite for Supreme and r«elYe all of the optlonals except talent. Competition wlll 

begin with Sunday beff, then Rodeo attire, followed by pageant attire. 

Talent: one winner io each division will receive a crown and sash one overall grand talent will 
recen,,: $50 sayj~s bond (with 7 entries) and a custom sash .. bond will be pro-rated if less than 7 

compete. 
1bs,,a -.,Ill N A ,.,. 04JTJa:k1o ,. ~;..) .,,J. JJW.,..,., ~ .,,J. 111)/W' Jr-. 
1bs,,a -.,Ill " bJ«. p-1,,.Jf XJ.a """ p gsl A tJaA.f. 'Wl)so p Pol/ 04JTJ~~-

RMJvw JrJI 4'Jf.ra wit.I; i ~ poJd. r,f«'l'O,/a/ 
tit' ull tJtJMt.a fer 100 4AN)l 

1'1;1a ~t. AC!~ t.e at.t.s ca.oct Na,i-J"'J'W ae1Dp6t.rt.leol 
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Flying with the Blues 

Captain Arthur R. Hawkins 

Arthur RO) Hawkins ~-as born m Zavalla, Texas, on 12 December 1922, 
son of Aha M. and Gillie 8 . (Russell) Hawkins. He attended Lon Morris 
College 1n Jacksonville, Texas, had cadet training at the naval air stations 
in Dallas and Corpus Christi, and was designated a naval aviator and com­
missioned ensign I January 1943. Subsequent service included extensive 
operational and staff duties ashore and afloat, and he advanced in rank to 
captain, to date from I July 1963. He was placed on the retired list ejjec­
tfre 30 June 1973. 

Dunng World War ll, Captain Hawkins served as navigator and gunnery 
officer of Fighting Squadron 31 based on the USS Cabot (CVL-28). He par­
ticipated m all nav1I engagements from the Marshaii isla:uis operations 10 

the fall of the Japanese Empire, and was awarded the Navy Cross three_ 
times/or extraordinary herqism in ~erial combat against the enemy. He was 
credited wiJ_h shooting dpwn.Jourteen enemy airc , sinking various enemy 
ships, and assisting in the sinking o t e Japanese ban eship Ise. 

Captain Hawkins :S operational and staff assignments in the postwar 
years included command of the U.S. Navy :S Flight Demonstration Team, the 
Blue Angels, Arrack Squadron 46, Carrier Air Group 1, USS Caloosahatchee 
(A0 -98), and NAS Atsugi, Japan. 

- . 
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======= 46 ======= 
CAPTAlN AR'fllUR R. HAWKISS 

Comdr. Artlwr R Ha'll,iiru, 
formLr co,runandutg off1ur. 
U.S. Navv flighl [Nmon· 
stratum Ttam. w Blut 
Mgtls, /yj/-54 

( 

Captain Htm•kins :S ,uu,wrous decorot1ons 111Clwde tht Navy Cross with 
t;.:o Gold Star.•. tM D1sting11islttd Flving Cross with ,-·o Gold Stars, and tM 

Air Mtdlll with tltru Gold Stars . 

After my discharge from the navy 10 .:)ctober 1945 l went back to college. 
the University of Cincinnati at that ume. l got word that l had made regular 
navy and in November 1946 l swted flying for the navy agam. ll 
Jack.sonv1lle. Aorida. Oymg OS2U and SC seaplanes. I dido ' t make the trlD" 

s1tion then from fightm to scout planes; the navy did. Accually, each baltle· 
ship and cruiser had an aviation unit on board. and so there were usually four 
aviators on board ship-a senior aviaror a...i three junior officen plus a CJC9I 

of about twenty-two who maintained the"" , airplaneS--ffiC batt)eships car­
ried three, but the crwsen carried two usually. 

After the war was over. the t,rownsboes (av1a10CS) and the blacbhoeS 
(nonaviators) didn't get along too well, I guess. and they just got fed up. All 
the senior av1at0rs got out. They'd had it. and it ended up they had no seoi« 
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OUR GOLDEN RERJTAGE--Salphur Sprmp: Wbea dlt ..... 
aathered at their ~me for a family photo the photoa, ..... 
needed• wide 1J111e lens.. M0tt of the older ones are .- - · 
Mr. aaron, Mr. Tommy are boch t1i11 widl •and-.,. isoud to 
na this wnily photo iJr them and all of the 11af11 deceada-. 
In our area. 

Ta.ken in front of the old Sarp home at Zavalla, die pnmir 
~meofSnoot.sandhiswife. Maudlne Sarp, 11>11ofMr. Aaron 
... r,e. 

Front row. Ina Aldred,e, Brian Aleftdte, ?, W. D. t.rae bad: 
of Junior Bar~ (e&nillfJ on his s,andralhen knee, Fidler of dJe 
danUnde Wilham (Will) Bar,e, his aecoad wife Jhmy 
(Rochpus Bar,e. Will Barae's modler, Aunt Mandy• Bup, 
M,l~ed Bar,e, Laverne Sarp, Verma Sarp, p Barae and 11oy 
in front is Billy BafF. 

5-- row, Mary Havard UJlle Mae Barae, Byroe Barae, 
Miriab (Havard) Barae, William Barte and wile JemJ CMa-J> 
SafF. Bud Hambricl and we, BBe <Ba?F> ~ Charlie 
8afF holcilll baby Chulene Sarp, Ida 8arF, Veraoa Barge 
ud Opal Barp. 

11md rvw. Dou&lu Akkidaa, ,._ Barae, ~ommy ..... 
Colin Sarp. M-.1ne Barae, Jacuoo Sarp and•· LIiy, L J. 
Havard and wile Irene (Barp) Havard. Bonnie (Fin) Barp • 

Four1hrvw, lonnie Hambrid: Bllffll BarpJ. M. Couunanller, 
behind him is Ollie Barae, Ruby Barae, Jumor Barae, 8tOIMDIJ 
0wellL 

Bad. Dan and Ladlle Euley behind Ima, Pansy or Violet. la 
(Hamric:lJ Akftc18e, MlUie Barae, M:,rtle Bar,e, 

..... CINS1a1 Ida Barlel4 
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Doctor C.11. Barge married first wife in Ga., married second wife on way t o 
Tx. married Handy in Tx. 

First wife had 1 boy and 2 girls. 

Second wife a short marriage. 

Wife Handy ___ . had no children. 

Their Son; 
John William Barge m. 1.Mary Ann Cryer .2 :fe.nnf e,vi,.,.a...J 

Their Children were; 

11 thru 15 by 
f irst wife, 

1. Miriah Barge m. Larkin Havard 
2. William D. Barge m. Jennie Viol a Massey 
3. Charlie Barge m. Bonnie Furr 
4. Vernon Barge m. Mittie L. Segrest 
5. Tommy Barge m. May Louise Segrest 
6 . Aaron Barge m. lat. Bell Lock, 2nd.Bill Fontenot, 

3rd. Vara Crawford. 
7. Colin Barge m. Mittie Jones 
8. Andrew Jackson Barge m. l.at. Nora Thompson, 

2nd. Lollie Crawford. 
9. Effie Barge m. Lonnie (Bud) Hambrick. 
10. Anne Elizabeth Barge m. J.M. (Johnny) Commander 

11. L.H. Barie by early m. to first wife unkown 
12. Mary L. Barae except for name. 
13. J.H. Barge 
14. R. Barge 
15. Ralph Barge 

m. 2. Jenny Rodriguez 
1. Irene Barge 11. 1st. L.J. Havard, 

2nd. Bill Ennes 
Irene Barge m. L.J. Havard 

children; 
Robert Havard 
Dolores Havard 

Irene later m. Bill Ennis 

-- L Hiriah Barge m. Lar;~~-~~~~d 

Children: 
Mary Havard m. Jessie James 
Lennie Havard m. Arthur Noel 
Eula Hae Havard m. Nick Jones 
Amie Havard m. Alford Brookshire 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



., 

2. William D. Barge m. Jennie Viola t1aasey 

Children; 
Lillie Ethel Barge m. Robert Lock 
Nora Barge m. J. Leon Havard 
Burton Barge m. 1. Nellie Boyinton 2. Evelyn Carter 
3 . Carrie Arnold 
Margaret Allie Barge m. Br onson Owens 
Lloyd Barge m. Leona Redman 
Nelson Barge m. Ruby Womach 
Ruby Barge m. Walter Ogden 
W.D. Barge Jr , m. Annie Ruth Davis 

3. Vernon Ward Barge m. Mittie Louise Segrest 

Children; 
Lill i e Vern Barse never married 
Mi ldred Barge m. ____ _ 
Vernon Ward Barge Jr. m. Mittie Segrest 

4. Charli e Barge m. Bonnie Furr 

Children; 
Charlie Barge Jr. a. 1st. Annie Burnes 
Charlene Barge 

5. John Thomas (TOIIIIIY) Barae m. Hay Louise Segrest 

Children; 
1. Doris Barge 
2. Billie Barge 
3. Roy Barae 
4. Eula Hae Barae 
5. Dorothy Barae 

6. Aaron Barae m. 1.Bell Lock 2. Bill Fontenot 3. Vara Colwell Walker 

Children; 
Opal Barae 11. Ray Oliver 
J.A. (Snooks) m. Maudine Minton 
Patsy Barae m. Corky Lopn 

7. Colan A. Barse m. Mittie Jones 

Children; 
Otia Barge•· Bonnie 
Ida Barae •· Jaaea Barfield 
wcille Barae m. 1. Dan Kaaley 2. Jay Pittman 
Ollie Barae m. Louin Jacke 
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8. Andrew Jackson Barge m. 1. Nora Thompson 2. Lollie Crawford 

Children; 
Lillie Mae Barge m. L.D. Bellamy 
Myrtle Barge m. Odis Casales 
Byron Barge m. Viola Spayris 
Claudia Barge m. Doris James 

2nd. wife; Lollie Crawford 

Children; 
Jessie Alvis Barie m. Elsie Mae Walker 
Andrew Jackson Barge Jr. m. lat. Lola Mae Wolfe 

2nd. Uneita Ragland (Lou) 

9. Effie Barge m. W.D. (Bud) Hambrick 

Children; 
1. Lonnie Hambrick 
2. Charles B. Hambrick m. Louise?. 

10. Annie Elizabeth Barge m. Lonnie Commander 

Children; 
0

J .t1. Commander 
Louella Commander m. Charlie Mott 

11. Irene Barge m. lat. L.J. Havard 2nd. Bill Ennis 

Children: 
Robert Havard 
Deloris Havard 
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Vote tor 

• 
for 

• 

COUNTY 
JUDGE 

A n:itive son of your c-ounty 
The man th.it h s und wall 
continue to give you a bu i ­
ness dmmastr=ition. Reduced 
your county government ,x­
pcnscs S76,0j7 93 th•• first 
)ear Reduced your hospital 
expenses $11,850 93 lhe t,n.t 
year, with only seven p:iti­
ents m nre In 193:? than 1933 
Chartty work done In 1932. 

J0,628 :Ill Charily work 
done m 1933, ~10,351.20. 

BARGE 

I am mnking this race on my records When I ~ the 
dut1H as your Count> Judgt' January l , 1933, the county records 
&ho1•,ed D book balance of $!13,479.28. On checking at h bank 
r found the county to be overdrawn $750.00. Your county bonds 
and warrants were s.-llmg at 60c and ICS6 on the dollar. • All our 
county bonds and warrants are now selling above par. 

Do you want a m:in to .i,r.rve you as County Judie that has 
su~C'd 1n restt.rt ur county's credit, or do you want to 
expenment with a man t t hDs had no experience m financing 
a county government? 

One at my opponents has made • complete failure in financing 
our county govc111mcnl, ::met the other has had no ex1,er1rnce 
:it all 

Whom do ,>ou want lo be your County Judge? 

r ~line 1n 11nd supported the Old Aae Pfflslon amendmtnl I 
have 11nd will continue t.o aid and lllSlst nU old 11e pension 
apphcants. I ,ull cununue to g1Ve )OU a carefully planned 
budget tor the expcnd1tu1l' ot the county rund1. (H\'e me a 
e.hanre to fully rntore your <"Ounty credit by eleet1111 11'\1! your 
County Judge. You ma, tickle me, but please don't acrakh me. 

Those who ronstituu- go,·ernment •hould kttp 1n cl01e touoh 
\!oit.h those cntruatrd with Uie rei;pona1b1hty of 1u mana&ement 
&ipecl11lly I th is true when It cumea to authonza&ion ol public 

pendllurC$ and tht> levy of tax• with whieh to 1117 them, 
both or which a r.- leg! lat1v" fundlona Yow- 00fflmiUionen 
court I th I i;WJll\ u body ol your county and the County 
Judi~ b the pn~ldlng olllc't'r o( that bod1 Much dependa upon 
the cxecuthe ab1Hty or ,our County Juda" 1n d1rtttm1 \he 
train ot your rounty 10,·ernment My experience, qua.lifle■ me 

o render )OU • better .ervice m the future than I have in the 
).Ut 

by B.L.M. Aug. 1995 

Served as Coi.mty 
Commissioner Pct. 4 

1926 - 1932 
Elected to office 32-34 
as Angelina Cotmty Judge 
Served as Juetice of th 
Peace Pct. 4 Zavalla. Tx. 
Married Jenny Viola Maseey 
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90 Year Old Zavallan 

Law, 'Doctoring' 
Easyr{cf/ 1

8~rge 
1-::c, r., w·as a <lender farm- ,,as profound 

~ 1 " •1; thC' 1500 s and \\ . 0,1'-'dS s1mplC', but his in,;truu ic,n 

hny i:rowlni; up in lhe pme flat• Hr. l,'lught hts studPnts the in­
~~- id,; of i;o111'1r n Ani;elin:i Coun-1flur>nc-r. ,,r 11lc'()f10I on the human 
. · hrart. the dang1>r,; or caflE'in<' 

Fl"l'f! t..mr> on thf? farm was a t,1 thr systl'm, and t:iP !'!feels 
lu: 11ry. but occa<ionaUy hP of nic-otine on tllP lunj?s. 
fou.nd the opportunity to sUp1 "AflC'r John Mas.,•ni:i' l fin­
a\\ay to his grandfather"s gl'n- ished I\ 1th me, I decidl'II ne,·er 
era! store. ,to smoke, drmk coffee, or touch 

•·Granddaddy was a doctor, alc-~hcll," !Says Ba rge. 
too. and he k••pt a lot of medi-_ Life was hard, but simpll',I 
<'inl's and medical books ln tllP in 8.uve·s early years. 
E-'ore," remembers Barge. "ll "When I got married, l bor-
gue-ss it was natural tor me to See Zaullan, r~" 10 
J11c-k up ~ me doctoring know- (Continul'd i,·rom Page 1) 
Jedgr .'' l'O\\MI S'.!O tu start fa rming," 

Bccau."<.' of what he learned, a he rem~mbers. ' ,\!most half of 
11:c11eratiC'n or two in Zavalla it, :,ix dollars, was spent for 
may o,r. e its existeDcc to Barge. a cooksto,•e: · 

Barge, who et>lebrated his 90111 Shoes we re fifty cents shiMs 
h ,rthday .last we<-k, fl"'Ver forgot ,;old for tlnriv-Ci\'e and good 
,,.hat he learned In his grand- bacon " as four and ·a hlllf cents 
father's store. a pound 

" Bui wa gM w!'n- low. too," 
A public reception for W. D. remc.>ml>ers Ba ri;<'. "1 worked a 

Barge , ~r., 90, will be held lot for fifty cents a dav and .. -...:.~,,... 
toda3 from % to 4 p.m . at the wa s glad to J:<'I 11 " · 
home of ,tr. and Mrs, OUl9 In 1927, the polt1cal bug hit 
Lock. Jm.t IIOrth of the Lufkin Barge. He ran for county com-
city limit& mL'\Sioll('I' of Pre<'lnct 4 and -

The Lode home cu be won. 
n-Mbed by travelling north I One or his first arl, in office 
on Timberland Drhe and wa~ to buy the rounty"s In-st 
turning casi on Lowry trttL rood machinl't"Y to replace cum­
Tht> Da,ls,Ule Road ~nnects bl>rsome mule-drawn equipmenL 
,. Ith T,otu). He worrif'd about thl' vot(>rs' 

Barge·s friends and acqualn• acceptance of tht> machinery un­
tances are- in,lled to atleml til he pemiaded the precinct's 
tbe rect1>lion. most influential citizen into tem­

porarily wonanr with the mu1e-1 
" I was fascinated by medi- drav.11 graders. 

rinc. r think r could ha\'e passed "That fellow work@d thoae oldl 
" medical examination ii I mules for ~ day;• remem­
had \\anted."' ~ Barge. "Ht was dog-tired. 

Bui Barge always seemed too And I n('Ver had any more 
busy caring for his neighbors to trouble buymg machilll'ry." 
won-y al>out him.'IC'll. Arter thl"f'f' hffi-Y"llr tt>nn, as 

Doctors wrre scarce so his CQlfflmissioner, ~ ran for 
rtpu111tion as a heale; !'J)l'Cad oounty Judge. Again, he won 
quickly. and mo\'ed to Lufkin, the coun-

He set bones, del.t"ereJ bab1e:., ty 5eal. . 
bound wounds. a.nd helped visit- To pntpare htmJelf for the 
ing ('hy ician.~ J1Crfo1m oprra- Job, Barge qu!Nly enrolled in a 
two • ma1l-0rck-r law t'OU~. , 

Ourini: UIC in!luc.>nza <'Ptdrmic Attonw-yi; who appral't'd be-I 
of the l'llriY l~. Barge I u~h_.,ron- him wrre amazed at the ex-

1 

NI from home to home to work fann,•r ·s comprehl'n.'lton or the 
I.ts mr<llcal magic law. Ont> atturnt'Y told him hr 

"The d tori, l!''Cf'Y"' h~ \\"85 th(- t:,r,,;t-infonncd judge in 
v. rre bu-y." he ~IL• "And. East Tex;i,; 

l[lllCC "' " had nonf', I V.llli called \ 
d1" 11ml mthL"' 

'THE JUDGE': W. D. BARGE, SR. 
••. pi~neer Zavalla civic leader 

from Lillie Marshall's 
news collection 

/'\ ---~ ( ~ ~ ~ Barge stayed in the oHll'e h ill 

(; 

~ ~ - terms and fa:ll'd to loi;e a rast' 
"&rgr.'s ov.n kin often werr In his two years. 
•1;1llcnts. 111• onc-c Nl\'<'<I a grand In 19:\7-by now. hr was 1,,nov.-n 
... m·s life hy fel'llmg 1nm the as "thr Judge," a nlclmamt 
1'."cc of Jn 11111011 and ~ulphur. t!1nt has ~t11c-k-Bargc left poli• 

j II ta~ICII terrible, but it \\Ork- lie-" to return to 7.avalla. 
ed," he n-membc1s. Follov.mg thr d<"3lh oC his 

[ Barg<' had nc.•11het· a high wtfr l',trly _l:t I yc,1r, he n-turn• 
sdlOOI or t'Olll'g'-' diploma wh<'n rd to Lufkin lo makr hl-. ho~ 

( hr began trc.>atmg h1S neghbors. with a daw:hlrr. Mrs. Ruby 
But he had the bell<'lit of a Braly, onc- or 5C\'C'n h\'~ d ul 
k'gendary Sulphur Springs teach- rlrt'n. 
l'r, John ~Rf..,tngill. lhs activity has diminished 

"He had a 1prat mflu.:"l<'I' on >hly slightly. He maintains a 
my lifC'. ·• say~ Ban,:<'. '"HC' v.a• ::arck>n, does some carpentry 
one ol the ftn, -i,t mC'll 11nd ltn<'5I work, and enjoys quif't stroll" 
k'at11ers r,e known." with his dog, George, a constant 

Ma!l.'<lngill's rountrr 11Chool comp!lnion. 
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XA YAll.'a AREA 

w. D. Barge Sr., Mrs. Spears 
Honored At Recent Parties, 

11ft. Robart MIUlll'd s,-eal'!I, 0 " 
)tin Barbara Ann C !well, wu 
honored with a mi«-PllanN>us 
•bower ThW'IKl~ afternoon Jan­
vary 11, In the horn• of Mrs, W, D. 
Bar.. w:ith Ml"!I, J. A. Barge Sr. 
and Mra. I. D, Colwell aeting A~ 

eo-h~. 
Rf'freshmenlll were scrwd to 

appnr.umately twenty-five irue~t!I 

Wade a nd Clyde Harris. 

Mr. and Mr,. w. w. Martin and 
son, Billy, of Ktmnard, spt"nt Sun­
day in the T. V. Guthne home. 1 

JfArolcl Rominger began his 
dutie, u business manager of the 
An,:,-lina county hospital on Jan­
uary 1. 

A nPw busmeu establishment 
.A number of triend1 extended wn, o~••ned for business last Sat­

bir1ttday ,reebnl!S to W. D . B!!rge urday in Zavalla. Mrs. (Trahey) 
l!r. In his hror e Wednesday m,iht, Starr bas installed a beautr shop I 
January 4. I in her store building and IS now . l Games of 42 we~ play. ed and ready to render flrst class service. 

~ n ,e..-- n treshments were served to Mr. 
1 J e !' and M!f. W. D. Barge Sr., Mr. The commercial chicken (broil-

•#• o \ V and M'"~--V. -cnarn.t! and er) nusing business Is proving 
V dau,titers, J ean and Jamee, Mr. successruJ and profitable for sev-

,.i1 _ {l<t11 and .lrfn. W. I. J ohnson, Mr. and era! families in and near Zavalla. 
/l K) /_ Mnr. J . A. Barge Sr., Mr. 8nd HenrY Fox and the Miles bro-
~ y-4e_ Mn. B. T. Townsend, Mr. and th<'rs market 8000 broilers every 
/)()I /. Mrs. Lloyd Barge and 50111, Lloyd 10 weeks and F. c. Warren mar-

Neil "nd BHly. kets 5000. Jap Massey i~ also be-
--- ginning the broiler project and 

~ · B. Oliver Jr. was hon- has poultry houses under con- , 
1 \ __., a stork '<bower Monday struction. 
a.. ·- <I. .•poni_orcd by members 
o~· Like You Sunday ~rhool Then will be a stated rneeti ng 
class. The shower was given in of the Angelina Lodge 1263, Za­
the home or Mrs. C. A. Barge Jr. valla on Friday night, January 13. 1 

5(-atN!. games were played and Refreshments will be served by J 
silts were presenW to the hon- the Zavalla chapter Order of the J 
Orff, after which refreshments Eastern Star 11112. 

1 wett served. J 
.Approximately forty 1uests The Aftaellna eounty and East! 

11,ned the guest book. Texas slnelng conventions will b,. 
___ held In Zavalla on Saturda.""l 

A large crowd attended the night, February 11, and Sunday, 
beoetlt 42 party sponsored by the February 12. 
Zavalla chapter Ord~ of the --- I 
J:astem Star, on Monday rul(llL A• baptlstry la beln1 placed in 

Hlgh scores were won by Ha-- the l'int Baptin church. Weather 
die Widner and Mrs. Burns, with permittlns. the work will aoon be 
low 1core1 going to \.fr•. W C rornpletedi __ f 

from Lillie Marshall' 
news collection s 

t.t~J~!q~ 
F• I R·t 1na. 1.es ..,_ 

Held Today 
Flw·al ae?Ylces tor Mrs. W. 

D. Barge, Sr., 85, :-en held 11 
2 p.m. Thun:day In tht> First 
Baptist Church ot Za Valla with 
the Rev. Dl-clcer Sa:iders and 
the Re\• A. L 'Teaff oftlclatL,g. 
with Interment •n the Ba -ge 
Cfflletery. 

!>L"S. .Barge, of H04 Lark, 
di~ at her rt'Sideo~ Tuesday! 
&r.ttn00:i She V.'U born on Jan. 
:n, l8li!l, fa Mi!.un Cour.ty andl 
had resided m Angelina Count,· 
most of ht'r life. She "11S 11 
member of the r~t Bap~t 
Church of Za,·allit a.'ld of the 
Zavalla Chap!er of th!' Ord!'r 
of the Eastern Star. 

Sonivors indude her husband. 
W. D. Barge, Sr. of Lu!ldn; th.-ee 
llCll1S Buron Barre of Luflci1J 
Loyd Barg!' of ZavallJ., a11d W. 
D. Barg!', Jr. of Crosb): fo~? 
daughters, Mr£. l,illi11 Maubofous 

• • of Sa., Antonio. Mrs. Allil· Oll:el!S 
of S.-awnnnt, Mn;. Nora lbv~:-d 
of Huntlnfton, and Mrs . Rubyl 
Beaty of Lufkin; tia'O balf-ru:m;, 
Mrs. Ladt' Wlll!IJ!lS of z ~vf.1111 
and Mr::. DOOi' Moffl'tt ot Hous 
ton. 18 grandchildren, 22 i:t'C1'1· 
gra,;,dchlldren and four ~&.t 
great-gnndcr.lldren: a numoer 
o! n!ece.s and ne!)bcv.-s. 

Pa.llbeal"t'rs were Ronald 
Bal-it>, Llo~d Neal Barv. 
Claude Hava.:tl, Srmny Oweri•. 
Uo\d \':ame OrdeD, N. L 
St~P, Roscoe Ivy, Jr., and 
Jaml'I Mott. 

Gr-at • cnndSOIII a'l'Ved a.Ji 
hoMrary pall~a!W!I. 

Oakwv-Mc~I!. du'l!CIOrs. 

from Lillie Marshal ' s 
news collection 
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News and Views from Farkleberry Hill 
by Betty Mingee 

Aaron Baree 

b. September 27. 1890 Angelina Co. Tx. d. March 27 , 1976 

October 29, 1991 

You cannot think of Zavalla"a early years and not remember Mr. Aaron Barge. 
He had a ereat influence on the growth and developnent of Zavalla. Aaron Barge 
wa horn in the Sulpher Springs Comrunity near Zavalla on September 2,1890. He 
gas the aon of William Barge Sr. and Jinny Rodrigous Barge. Aarons brothers I 
have know were William who married Jenny Massey, Colin who married Mil lie 
Jone.s, Jacknon who married Lollie Crawford and Taimy who was a butcher in 
Aarons store for years. I Ellll not sure who Tcnmy married. 

Aaron Barge grew up and i.ent to school in t he Sulpher Spri.np,s Commmity. He 
married three times, first wife was Bell Lock, his second was Bill Font enot and 
thJ.rd was Vera (ColRell) Walker. 

He 'Went on in schools to become a t eacher and taught in Angelina Co. schools. 
Concord, Johnson and Sulpher Springs, plus he also taught in schools in Tyler, 
Hadiaon and Jasper Counties. 

In l.925 he bought out the old bank buil ding when the bank failed and made it 
into a grocery store, that was under his management fraa then until he died 
March 27Lh. 1976. He carried people on c redi t from one pay to t he next or for a 
farm f ily, from one crop until the next. 

I went to Barge·s store as a child for my mother, I went there aa an adult 
for love of the tradition and a very deep affection for the Barge fami ly. 

Aaron Barge married first Bell Lock and bad two children by her. They lrere 
Opal Barge who married Ray Oliver and J. A .Jr. (Snooks) who aa.rried Haudine 
Minton. 

By his second JJife Bill Fontenot be bad a daughter Patsy. !'a sorry I don' t 
know more about Patsy (ie) who ahe aarried or if she bad children. By Opal and 
Snooks he bad f our grand children. Opal and Ray Oliver bad eona Wayne and 
Charles. Snooks and 11Bnd1ne bad daughters Jessie and Sue. He never left any 
descendants bearing the Barse naae - bit his descendants are still 1n our area 
helping to do anything that aakee our town a better place to live. 

Mr. Barge gave l and for our Civic Club and helped organize i t . He gave land 
for our Roedo grounds, for aany years be save the fruit that Santa peseed out 
:in town. His daughter - in - l.aM, HmxUne, Louiee Massey Mott and nephew Alvis 

ge were the starters of our Santa parade and it goes on today. 
Both Oliver grandaona have been active aeabers in the organization of the 

Fire Departaent, Charles eer9ed ae fire Qtlef, Mayor and <:amcilaan. Olarlea is 
a now a 118.il carrier for the Poat Office in Zavalla. Charles bas four children, 
ll!lvilyn, Charles Jr. and Leab all by his firet wife Vivian Lee. They all 
live elsewhere. 

Son J ayson is a Jtmior in 1.avalla h1o school and hie aother is Debby Mott 
Oliver. Debby works at our h1o echool ae secretary to the principal. 

Both Barge granddangbt..ers also served. Jeaeie Ann a. Wayne Gillis pie and 
lived in Huntington where she died ae a young aother of two. Sue Barge ie the 
110ther of three eona. two by her firet aarriage to Billie wtt. Sue is now 
married to Wee Morrell and youngest eon is by hi.a. She bas been a City council 
woman, and is now President of the Civic Club. She and Wee live here in Zavalla 
and hel p on the bcae etm.ing parade and Santae visit to Zavalla every year. 

Wayne Oliver aarried Donnie Coleaan, they have two sons and one daughter. 
Wayne helped organize both the City incorporation and the Zavalla Volunteer 
Fire dep&rt.aent . He bas been an active aeaber of the Civic Club ever since we 
110ved baclr. here twenty years ago. He ie a board aeaber of the Civic Club, at 
the preaent tiae Wayneea eon Ri cky Oliver ia one of Zavalla's newes t teacber o . 
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Ncwa and Vlowa from Farkleberry Hill 
by Betty Mingee 

Son Robby in an X-ray technician at Nacoedocbea while he continues hie 
education to become a Nurse. Daughter Jennifer is in College learn Ill! to be a 
school teacher. 

We can cmmt on Mr.Anron Bargen depcndentn into our future. He bruJ twelve 
great grandchildren to carry on for him. They are Aaron Wayne Gillispie, Terri 
Gilli.spic, Rodney Lott., Rona]d wtt, Phillip Horrell, Davilyn Oliver, Charles 
Ollver jr., Leah Oliver, Jayson Oliver, Ricky Oliver, Robby Oliver and 

Jennifer 01 ver~-~-~-~---~========;;;;;;;--

Aaron Bar.It 

Bsth birtbd,iy 
Aara ...... -.5 I' T 

wubonlill .. S....­
Sul,._.Sprllwl_,.. 
Hellemme ■ atioaf-■-­

~ID'J'yllfC.-, 
COWIIJ OIi■ ,._, ■--
Comllllllli&J ......_ 

He __ ta_la 
~--•--'I'll■ 

---■-----.......... ,..., o.r...-. ...... ............. ,,.. ------­....... 
•• 3 tr 
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Alvie Barge family Photo courtesy of Alvia Barge Sr. 

Alvie Jr., Alvis Barge Sr., Kloie May Walker Barge . 

Alvis Barge shown inside the old Fortenberry drug store. Alvis bas 
served Zavalla Rell all of his life. An active member and Deacon of First 
Baptist Church. Fifty year member of Angelina Lodge AF & Al1 1263. He helped 
build the Lodge with volunteer labor. He ha.s helped with the Santa Parade 
since i~s early e~t. He helpe with the Zavalla home comina and he served as 
our Justice of the Peace for 28 yrs. I owe him a personal thank you for all 
hie help and memories aha.red in this book of Zavalla history. 
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Coleman Service Station and Store 
Located at intersection of Hwy 63 & 147 

Both Harold & Gladys are both gone, but the Coleman family still operate a 
Service Stor e & Convince store at the same location. 

Harold Coleman at his Gas Pump. 
Store behind him · 

All photos courtesy Donnie Coleman Oliver 

His f amily in photo below 

Photo above: 
Dwan, Harold , Donnie & 
Gladys Snell Coleman 
Dwan m. Sharon Shives 
Donnie m. Wayne Ol iver 

Photo on left 
Gladys Snell Coleman on 
inside of store showing 
shelves full and waitina 
for customers. 
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The Byrd Family 
Photo rteay of Paul1ne Crawford 

The Byrde of Zavalla 

Hr. Bewley Byrd marries Bessie Perry of Chirno, Tx. He was a barber plus 
cleaner & preeeor of clothes. He first came to this area, and set up a shop 
at Old Camp Nancy the Three C Camp. When the camp wa.e moved he came to 
Zavalla around 1938 and opened hie dry cleaning shop on main street. 

He and his wife Bessie had four children. Joy, Glenden Ray, Virginia and 
Pauline. Jcy married Herbert Simonton of Orange, Tx. , Ray married l:1ary 
Leighton, Virginia married J.W. Crawford and Pauline married Aaron Crawford. 

Hr. Byrd cleaned and preaeed the clothes of the Zavalla people. His 
children all went to school in Zavalla. Pauline still lives in Zavalla next 
door to the old place. 
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OUR GOLDEN HERITAGE- Zavalla: 
llu week's Golden Heritaa,e features the 
Cryer family. They are an old family in 
Zavalla•, history. datina bact Into the 
early aetding of Sulphur Springs area. 

Wecl Cryer known u Uncle Willy wu 
born May 10, 1887. The photo taken 
above la ofUnde Willy inor In 1903 when 
he was appronmately 21 years old. He 
Uved to be 92 years old, and died July 11, 
197'0. 

Willy wu one of the i>unding fathers of 
the Cryer line . There was Cal Cryer, 
fadw:r ,f Cecil Widner one of Zavalla', 
own and one of our school teachers, 
Georse Cryer was the father of Meynard. 
Cll.l' ID.a)W, he alS> was a brother of Willy. 

Willy's children living are Hubert, 
Did., Demon and Sis Moore. Thet1: are 

,c:rand children and e,-eat grandchil~ 

OUII ............. J:AY.U.. 0 '1111,.._.._ ... u .. _.aM,1 
'nlc.,.'■....Sa.111.._II !Su,._.__. ......... ._._ 

n.o,e,,,,..... ............ ,..., .... __ .... ..,). ... 
May 11, IIIZ. .. ...., II, Jffl . ...... a. ........ d l D, pa ....... 
~ t,1963. 

Tbelr d6ha .. Olli, ..... a-..... ftl ......... 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



• fl 
·1- 1 if . 

. ' . :;~i,• ~ 
. , .• ,, 

1uJ,ir •. 
'l.Ji ... if·• t· Jfflf Jr. 
IUfiff P nrb1,, ,~,1-1 

f 'Ji ..... t1!r 

'11•! 11 if f I rt . 

OUk GOl OEN HER IT AOF.-Za~·alh! · Hubert. left. s n:! Did, •~ the s:on;. of Uncle Willy 
Cryer anJ Clo.: {Maioncyl Cry"r. &tl1 of tber.c men still liw: in Zavalla. 

l'roal l."l>'J1'11:5y of LUiic Msrnll 
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oua GOLDEN HBO'AGE-Sulpla SJl'UIIE Lela ud Dalla..., er,.. 
Lela ud her mocher, in du 50 pl• year old pbolD. are ..U, ........ Lela CS.-.,) ~ 

.._. ,Iva here In Zavalla and re'- tD .... ,_ .... 
,._, ~ ol Ella Mae Moore 
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OUI GOWEN HEJUTAGE• ,...._. Another al :za,,alla'1 t,nner ~ no ~on,er 
aaM: n a nd placa near Colmesneil and die river• Tbe IIDll ,vu Uled ltl1he l()llll)r on 
many of lhe area blnldlng,;. indudma om 9CiloOl1,, of wNch we ltill have the fenoe left 

The phOlO was taken in l9J6'alld if you ao\iCC the tDOl ln y~ DellllOG Cryen )land. H 
is lhe haodle of a 5h0vel, the sand w&1 llaaled bJ ftlOO « ll"lll'k to lb needed *· 
Manpower loaded ,t. 

~~'!:~~--..,. ............. ..., ....... __ .,. ...... 1,., .,=--=~~:.~-- , ................. ., ... . ...... ~~- ............ -.... ., ..... ... - ...,.................... . .:;t:..._ .,......,o1A1aa.~--.c-. ... ....., ..... 
.=~:11~._ ............ ccea-,-- s. _, ...... .... 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



UR GOLDEN HERJTAGE ..• ZAVALLA:Thls photo was 1uen late in the life of Mr. 
nd Mrs Edgar M. Fann, He was born February 6, 1877, at Smith1 Ferry, Teu■ la 
)ler County. Mu. Fann was the former Sar,h Elizabeth Cryer. She wa1 bora 

November 22 1876, in Zavalla in the Sulphur Sprinp community. 

They had nine children, seven of whom ltill live. Their children were Peart, wbo 
mamcd Man Elliott, Jessie V., who married Ethel Locte, Gun who 11 - married to 

arley Rake of Zavalla, Evan, who married Sarah Greer, Velma (Billie) who married 
to Sam LaRocca, Josie (Jo) married to Jact Gowan, Carmen whose husband was Johe 
Johnson of Shawn,.e Prairie area, 1-'erauson married Velma, and Dorthy married J .O. 
Baker. 

Mr. Fann was a lifelong farmer In Angelina County, He lived at Shawnee Switdt 
u:itd n-tlrement when he moved to Zavalla and built the home Gun now livea in. He 
left 18 grandchildren, numerous great arandchUdren, and several areat·areat 
grandchildren in and around this area. 

One of our oldest families with ties by marria,e into tho9e early tettJen famillel. 
(photo 111bmitted by Gu• Rake) 
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G<JW HERn'AGE: ZAVALLA • This .,oap pldln wu ..... aeady 40 
ve 1 , Pictured, left to nght, bact row, are: PNdla (GNer) J-. Ced1 Jones, 

arah IGrc .) Faun. Evan Fann and from are: Carl F-. 8emmQ Cr,- ud Wanda 
tfl ppcrl F.111n. 

Tiie Fanfl'" ·11 hve here today in Zavalla. Carl )lllt Clllelalld1~ ....,, Denalln is 
rctm .. -d from the Army The Jones' are aone, n., ......... .._. tbat 18ruct 
their mobile h.,me m No\cmber, 1972. 

Jc,ucs.. F;iun, Cryers, all are tuniliar - tD a A 
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/nOrvt , e.. tic,.uJ Y,,,, s C 7e r ~f'ld- IJ t< bP.r/ CV} e r-

W, fh '111 e 1, -F~ IA v' d..J- U. rt r'e. V' > 

Jfa,,,d-, nt I. '{"o Tl. . 
.jec,.-fed N ~ 'her r (; r, e. I"' (). ~d, w' ,t:'~ W1 a~ IQ_ 

5 tju..c..t1n1 ,rlor7 C't'f er t>t 1h" kr ( "ipr~, ,5 

,:f otJe,, a 'Yne.n,,ooa./ In 1/,,; .J&o)(' 1o -1.'~bel'T<!...r')ter,. 
J!e 0-J_u>a-ys ah Sk>ere-d !) u,t,!.Jf, C>f? S' (-u r l'h ,e. /).1,<t he.~ 
I d e. n .,-. 7 r:,) a. e 6t .>' f O /d. /1") le.. t.J.) h () ma. (I', e. ,A, w h • r'>'I ,· £ ), 0 > I-
{)_ ,tUJ./ , r,e nd whe. n. he d,e.J 11,,;(~ 
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Zavallas' First Mayor 
(C.M.) Menyard Cryer and Family 
Photo Courtesy Willie Mae Cryer 

Seated: Willie Mae Herring Cryer wife of Menyard Cryer 

Standing behind them are three children and mates 

Gina Brandon m. Calvin Cryer, Mary Lou Hollingsworth m. George Cryer, Shirley 
Carson m. Willie Dell Cryer, Ray Nell Cryer m. Steve Ransom. 

Mr. C.M. Cryer served our area as Commissioner, was Zavalla 1st. Mayor. 
Elected 1976 when Zavalla Incorporated. He guided the city in its first effort 
to stand and walk as a city. Mr. Cryer also served on the New Fire department. 
He saw the start to our growth and progress. Progress that has continued until 
today. 
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The Johnny Cryer Family 
Photos courtesy Jonnie Sue Massey 

Photo t o left 

John Cryer & wife 
Frankie (Dot) Mathews 
Son El t on (in mothers 8.I""..;l.8) 

married Linda Sue Moses 
& Daugh ter married 
John Lewis Maeaey 

Johnny Cryer Wcl.S a logte 
all his ""°rk•ng life. He 
lives now o~ first street. 
Johnny had og trucks and 
many men in Zavalla worked 
for h im. My dad, Jap Hasse-:,· 
worked for Johnny many 
years . In thoee e!l.rlY ypars 
trees were la.r ge and 
plentiful. My dad waa a 
mule skinner and the old 
way of harvestiQS trees 
was pulling the cut traea 
by mule t o the 
transportation - no 
clear cutting and no 
destroying of other "\..reee. 
A logger protect ed the 
forrest and his future j cb. 

Johnny was a su~rter of 
any project to help 
Zavalla. He served on tb.e 
Water Board, he always 
bought pies and cakes at 
any fund raiser Zavalla 
had. Fire Department. City 
home comina. renovatina old 
Gym, Church projects a aood 
citizen of his home town. 

Photo to left 

Johnny and Dot Cryer 
later in life. 
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'JlliNtll, tbiri were •boat a doaea 
-----••dlsdlbeaulll' 
~ •• ..,..... ,_. ... -- ol 

~~------~---;-~----' die• dlarter •••ben an ltlll lMa, 
.... ,.&--, ......... ...,1ae 
liallwbo ..._.._aplltolltalowr lie 
,..,., we woald Ill:• to take this 
oppucllaky 1D ., ...... u. dlllrdi do 
...-n,loftud--.dateoar-. 
bers who have llvedand shared God's 
bleainp over many years. 

Our oldest member, Mr. Elmer Gibeon, 
who is pidlred. will be 93 years old on his 
birthday, the 25th day of July, and is a 
delight to know and vllit. Mr. Gibson 
quictiy tdls thoe who Yilit with him that it 
is bec:a .. of God's p,daea that be bu 
enjoyed his life, his dudl ud his bily 
11> completely. Olea. ID ~ to him, 
one notices bl■ man, reference■ ID 
favorite Bible aa;lpture1. May bis life 
continue In joy a■ we all appreciate the 
drde of ldlueace that bis life ID Cllrt■t had 
~ _apoa ~Valla. 

Many oClier iiiim11in lave lbued ID 
God'■ ,oodnea ove,rr ~tfle~.,,.~•;-;.•:_:-'::_:·,:··::.;--=--=----
omalDly a ~ -
TbneiativeZ 

----93tlaJ..,25 

llaile, .... Ult 
maa,Mailt ..., 
.... cl&,reat 

modena CXlllftl I 

at retiremeat · 
"« JI 11111 

Tbl1 ,roap 
JacboaBar~ 
John BeldteJ 
ao.lware, M1 
Bodwue,Nn. 
Mn.AIBndl 
■Jtd, Mn. W. 
J.B. Colwell. • 
Ida Cooper, M 
111meraa...1 
Velaa.J-.M 
..... Mn. ... 
C.Nena.Nr .• 
Nra.M.B.,.. 
Nn.n..uw, 
..._Mn.Lille 
..... --> ... 
,J. "· wooa.,. 

...... aalNra.0..1a1 
TNaJ, .. --· lib to tab ... 1.oa .. DO .... I 

IS I Pt·•• kJ I .. __, __ .., .. ......, 
... ,,, ......... a.dl,,,~wbo ......... .... ........ ....., ............... ., ... 
............. ,, ............ a... .. ,..._c...-,,.._.,_ ... L plll. ........................... ...,cw..,. •• ..... ., ....... 1, ........... ...., .. .. 
...... .... OIi jl t I ... 1971. ............. .. 
....... • .. cul,. ,,...., .... w • 
....... ............ OolaAaa ... li 
1 ... -,., ... 11r ......... ...... .......... ' = ........ ... ....... ,... .. . ,........... .... ....,.. ... 
a.: S S -111111• • ..... ---~~--...J 
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CELEBRATED ms t3Td 
F. N. BUB~ November 26. Hubbard ' 
DA y, MouuaY, Lee Foster, bia , 
above with, courm:it,r He reaidea 1n 
old great-grandda~, ... ~r and her bu.aha Texas, with hie....._ 
Md Mrs. T. T. Gipaon. 
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Mn Elme r Gibson pclongs in our 
~ HERALD a~ he ,s the oldest living 
atue:n of Lavalla. H~ wu born in Clay 
Co nt:y I exas, Jul\ 25th, 1883, and 
n,mc:d lo what wu ll'I bea>me Zavalla at, 
~ II~ of tour. ~ puthim here bei>re 
Za, nlla had a post office or name. 

He a tt.:ndcd a school called Ozious. If 
ti~ ~pclling ts incorrect it is because 
l.'e11h-, r Mr Gtb!>On nor anyone around 
here oould recall the ooned spelling. 

He has been an adlve man all of his life 
and still raiaog a bi1 tna:l patdl this year. 

' he was once Zavall's poslmaller. He 
o,,, ned che buildmg and p~ OU1 Ille mall 
when the poll ollioe was locued near die 
..--:ot sice of che Muoaic: lodae- At die 
nmc he opcraled che poll ollce it bad M. 
H. Ca111elors saJoou on one tide of it Uld 
Mr. Charlie Camelors -.-e oa cbe odier 
tide. 

He owned and operaaed a ~ wbea be 
IOld malerial at S 01!1U or JO ae111a a yucl. 
0a his boob II WU not -i •-• bill 
fDr2S'1enladafFdaphlltamam-. nr r: ..... rln't .. _,. mve • quarter tD 

buy .,_ • dnur, alt. .... --
'J'he ' ,_,, • ..,d ••• OD die lite 

here Barpc' --- He bou&llt lbe 
and • - hat Wil Barp, Sr. 

beaabea;. ,mbelllliltbelllld6e 
.... ,..,, 1.uerwlllllllllellla 

J.iled, Mr. Ammllu ......... --. 
II- aadopenaetl Ille~ .. ha .. 
11111:t part of IL 

Mr ~--IDIPdforapm.:iJof 

TIICla .. cbe --· .,,_ - ... ,_, _. and built_.., o1 r ._. 
111a1 ... -os....,HeWred-ad .................... taa.. 

llle4allr.J111CMliutlleodler 
olaaeadm91r~••lmola 

illlllLMr 0....Wkmaltof­.....,,__. .... ,._._ 
Mr Gi11eoatDWldalOadlDlda .... 

T he la~! vean as a businessman was 
~pt·nt un truck farming, hauling his 
,cge1.ible~ to Beaumont's Farmers Mar­
kel t<> sell. There he three times won 
priu-s for his vegetables size and quality. 

Happy birthday, America. and hippy 
bl rth:.iav Mr . Elmer Gibson one of our 
tnw II builders. 

Rites held for E. Gibson 
;.~:;. , .. 77 

Services for Elmer Gimon, 93, were Metcalf. 
Survivors· ,,.if<!', Lo-m e of Zavalla: held at 3 p .m . Wednesday in the First 

Baptist Church of Zavalla with the 
Revetands Curtis Herrington and Bob 
J amN olliciatin8 and burial in the Zavalla 
Cemetery. 

Mr. Git.>n of Zavalla, died in a local 
hospital Tuesday, He was born July 25, 
1883, in Clay County and had resided in 
Angelina County most of his Im:. 

Mr. Gib9on wu retired l"armer and a 
member of the First Baptist Church of 
Zavalla. 

The body will lie in state at Oakley• 

daughte~. Mrs V~cria Parl:er AlJd Mrs 
Abbie Guhmp both of Zavalla, Mrs 
Olivetr Cn:k-y of\ ioor, Mrs. Scrill11 Lott of 
Newton, Mrs. Alice Fay,. Weeb ard Mn. 
J.1nda Sue Bryan both of Zavalla ; step­
daughter, Mrs. Lydia Mae Farsc of 
Diboll; !<Ons, Theron, and DollAld. bo<li of 
Zavalla, Delber' a nd Glenn. t,oth of 
Anahuac; 2◄ gra ndchildren, 27 great• 
grandchildre n, 6 great,,re at-gtand• 
children. 5 step grancldluchn and 5 step 
gn,a t-grandchildren. 
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ry 
By SUZY SPENCER 
LuOtln l\ew s Writa 

ls it Zavalla or Is It Zavala? 
There ,s some question in that 

commuruty as to how 11.s name 1s 
spellro. 

Zavalla wos named £or 
Lorenzo de Zaval3. a leader in 
the Texas Revolut ,on 

Betty Mingee, writer or Fock­
elbcl'T) lhll m the Huntington• 
Za,alla Herald, said when she 
11 as a ·tt-enagcr, z.,valla was 
spelled 111th one 1 She has a 
phot~raph ol hcrsel£ standing 
m fr<;11l o! a Zavala road sign to 
prove the point. 

Ho,1 ever. today"s road signs, 
maps, and even the 
community's post o£1ice spell 
the town·s name with two l's 

The post office. built m 1900, 
about the same lime as the con­
s1ruct1on of the railroad. was 
granted to the community or 

town·s name got smaller, and dance hall 
later the to1111 got smaller. Another one of the more re-

However, Z.valla's first busi· known business establishments 
ness wasestabhshedm1866,and of the community was Barge••• 
the town grew until the tram pul• a general mrrrhand1smg store 
led out. 011 ncd by Aaron Barge. One 

" Everything from mouse 11~uld settle his bill at Barge·s 
traps to railroad iron" was th<• by selling coll<ll al (;.lrpenter's 
sign on the door of the business Barge 1s said to have gotten his 
owned by S N Carpenter When start m business by carrying 
Carpenter died in 1930, his son people'schargeaccounts,notby 
Charlie took over the business month to month, but from crop 
and enlarged the store Unlit the to crop 
1950s, the store was hall block The grocery store at Barge's 
wide and a block deep is sull in business a!ler begin· 

ln the 1930s, Carpenter's store mng in 1925 The building was 
was considered the business of originally constructed for a 
Zavalla. He sold rad road ties, bank in 1924 One year later , the 
had a cotton gin, and bought and bank went bankrupt, and Barge 
shipped cot t.on over seas, as well bought the building. 
as continued the general mer- However, til~re were many 
chand1smg store. businesses that died out. The 

After Carpenter moved from _ town used to have a library, two 
Zavalla, the store changed doctors, a calaboose, better 
hands several times At one known as a jail, and some 
hme, the Carpen1er's build111g saloons Today, however, the 

Zavalla also had (\\O drugs• 
tores One ofwh1chs~II *raws 
11 Fortenberey·, Drua Stort', 
The store ls now owned by Alvis 
Barge Sr . city judge. JIL~llre of 
the peace. and manager of 
Owens-llbno1s woodyard 

Beginning in 19t2 B:1r~<' 
worked al Fortenberrv's for Dr. 
and Mrs JamesC. Fortenbl'rry. 
Then m 1956. Barge boui;hl the 
drug st0rt' 

"We never changed the r.amt' 
because ,t meant so much to 
her." said Mrs Barge. 

Fortenberry's 1s the gathenng 
place fo the Zavalla tow11speo­
ple, bus drivers, pre:itllt'rs, 
people from the po.~ o!h<"C, 
everyone." Al their hour olf, thlS 
Is where they have their coffre,'' 
said Mrs Barge When the drug 
store first opens Ill the morning 
until about 10 am, "You nn t 
stir them w,tb a stick," she 
added. 

Mrs. Barge IS also St'C'rtllilY 
• Za1ala Prame." 

Somewhere along the way the 
became a theater and later a town is dry 

_ ____-/ 
....------: 

\:;::/" 

at the First Baptist Church of 
Zavalla which was established 
in 1901 

Elmer Gipson, 94-year-old re• 
s1dent of Zavalla and pioneer 
Texan. was a ahartcrmember o! 
the church 

I was r111sed here since I ,,as 
four yrar~ old." s31d Gipson 
"There's been lot's of changes in 
that time Well, different people 
coming m here have changed 
Jt II 

GiDS(\n used to ride a horse 
(Jve miles lo the church and also 
"ent to a Joi of dances 

He said one ume some girls 
from Lufkin came to one of 
Zavalla's square dances and 
started "round dancing " The 
2a,·alla !ellows wouldn't dance 
with lhe Lufkin girls alter thal 
"They didn't think tl was decent, 
you know," said Gipson 

However. many of the girls 
went barefoot during lhedays or 
early 1900 Bui 1! a male came 
around. the girls would ~ram· 
ble for their shoes 

be prelly particular with whom 
they danced or whose feet they 
saw. " If the boys hadn't been 
particular, the girls wouldn't go 
out with lhem0 l{e added that,! 
a guy was caught domg some­
thing he shouldn't do, the girl 
would quickly discard him 

"Our town has stayed old· 
fashioned," said Mrs Mingee, 
long t,mc resident of Zavalla. 
"\Ve have a lot of the old­
rash ioned trad1llons that 
haven't gone out with us." 

Every other year, the first 
Saturday of July, 1s Zavalla's 
homecoming There ,s a parade, 
orowmng of the queen, and an 
all-day celebrauon al the school 

During the Christmas season, 
one of Zavalla 's residents, Roy 
Kramer, pulls a hay wagon be· 
hind his tractor. The men of the 
town, weiring red shirts, are on 
the wagon to hfl children up to 
see Santa Claus The children 
are also given fn11l and candy 
donated by the local merchants 

" I think the people aare more 
aboUI each other Of c~ we 6iOSOO ~id 1111' fello\\S had to ---------

ha,·e fr1ct1on between people, 
hke any other town. but you let 
tragedy • come and all tho,;e 
things are forgollen, .. said Mrs. 
MinRCC-

Mrs Barge sa1d, "If a person 
needs someUung done, you can 
hrd the people in Zavalla Un, 
,ted ,1e stand. d1v1ded we fall ." 

Such community unity hos 
been exemphed by the efforts o! 
the to\\ n to rcco\'er from the 
Feb 10 burning of Zavalla High 
SchOOI 

The high school. constructed 
in 1940 after the 1939 burning of 
the school, meant a lot to the 
people. John Edmons, superin• 
tendcnl of schools m Zavalla 
said the building MUld cost al 
least $800.000 to replace 

Edmons' wife, a remedial 
reading teacher m Zavalla. said, 
"This sohool burning IS JUSt hke 
a death to my children" 

However. the community 
JOIOed together JO bu1ldmg pa, 11· 
t10ns ,n the school's guy, so that 
i;e,cn darsaftcr the hrc ,cla<.ses 

could begin agam, and plans 
were underway to construct a 
new building. ___ _.._,.. 

ZAVALLA OLD-TIMER 
Elmer Gipson, a 94-year-old 
resident or Za\'alla 
about ho\\ to court a \I h ,., 
111 the early J!l(l()'s ~ • 
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The Gibson Family 
by Betty Mingee 

Photo Donald and Jonnie Gibson 

Photo taken 1975 of the family of Elmer Gibson, Elmer born 1883 married first 
Rosie Colwell they had nine children who all reached adulthood. The children are all 
in the photo. Left to right in back row are J.R., Theron, Donald, Delbert, (Elmer 
himself). Linda (by second wife) and Serrilla. 

Left to right in front row Olivette, Abbie, Alice (by second wife), Glen and 
Valera. · 

Bl.mer married second wife, Lottie Hooks and had two children by her. 
The marriage of the children are as follows; J.R. m.Ida Barkley, Theron 

m.Thel.ma Hubbard, Donald m.Jonnie Qualtelbaum, Delbert m.Moline Nelson, Linda m. 
first Bo Bryant second Floyd Tibbedaux, Serilla m.Virgil Lott, Olevett m.M.H. 
Oxley, 
Abbie m.K.E. (Cotton) Gaacamp, Alice m. first Brooks Weeks, second Dale Elliott, 
Glen m.Maggie Valentine, Valira m.Henry Parker. 
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A Hawkins Family 

Photo Courtesy of Brenda Sullender 

Back Standing; Clara Edwina Guinn wife of Benjamin Franklin Hawkins 
son Alva Mason (Alvie) Hawkins m. Gillie Russel ~see foot note. 

Second row; seated Benjamin Hawkins holding son Lensy Hawkins m. Lillie 
Johnson, Mary Virginia (Virgie) Hawkins m. I.D. Colwell, other 
three children at front Dewel Hawkins m. Ellen Rhodes, 
Travis Hawkins, Travis Hawkins m.? 

Foot note; 
Alva (Alvie) Hawkins m. Gillie Russel. They had three sons; Ford m. 
Mildred Davis, Guy killed WW2 and Roy one of the original Blue Anglea. 
Alvie opened 1st. Laundry Mat in Zavalla on creek from spring. Later he 
ran launder Mat in building that is now our City Hall. 
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Mrs. Ruth 
Last Rites 
Held Today 

,• . 
-~ 
~ 

ru,,enl Nrvfcl'I for Mr1. C. ■. I 
Jluth, Sr. were to be beld Wed- I 
neada:, aCtemocm at 3 p . m. In the 
tJnlttd p,.ntecostal C?,ur<eb, with 
Rev. L. E. Bua and Rev. Jt. W. 
Mott oCt1clatln1. 

Jnt.erment waa to be In the Za• 1 
,ralla cemeLtl')'. 

Ml"I. nutb. ff. - died TIM .... , I 
maruilll at bft' nlldence ta Zual• i• 
la, 

A aatlft Ill A.n,ellna c.ont:,. 
abe wu born Nm-emhc'r 22, Jll3 
and had Uftd In z.vaU. and An- 1

1 

aeUna Coallty 111 htr lire, c:11e 
wu a member of the Penle-1al I 
Cbllffh. 

Surfivon blc-lude lier lluaband. 
O . B. RutJI, Sr., of zu1U1: four 
daucht.eMI, Mra. Beul• Lork or , 
•AuttlJJ. Mr,. Je11ie LMII of KlrbY. 1 
ville, llfra, R1b1 Atkin, or Hou► f 
toD, ■n" Mra. Vem■ F.ly or Hou• 
ton : three ~ 0 • · 1'uth Jr. 
o( Beaumont. C'h•• :.-, JI.. Rut II of 
L410dll. and Ralph Ruth or Hout­
tnn; t •• bl'lltMI'•. Tom ~II• m, 
et Zavalla and Hll11nly B4!llamJ 
nf )l"°ltrn: flvr &JIIC',.,., Mn. P'an• 
nle RhodH ol Zavalla, Mra. Min• 
nl• DWon of Houlton, lfra. T. J , 
Jacka ol nou,ton. "'"· J. ff. M•• 
•OU)'J'k of BIi~. Montana. and 
Mn. -r.11le IIC'nllrJ of Dc■umont : 
el,tlt 1r■ndc:hUdren and - ,real 
,randchlld. 

Oalllt)'•Mtkalr WII to be In 
~• of lf!!DltlMJ!_tl. _ 

Mrs. Ruth 
last Rites 
Held today 
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The Lock Family 
Loui Maauria Maesey m. John William Lock 

They were the parents of t"o of East Texas Representatives 

~ 
e r dren: 

~~tRRow; Haz-1ie, Otis, Alton, Johnnie 
c ow; Ethel, Hen$e and Royal 
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The children now grown; 

Johnny, Alton, Margie, otis, Ethel, Royal and Hen..."e 

f 'd? l :, ({'rtt.j .t,--tz..-ed Lrt;~t"AL'L, 
.t If //;t 4, ,/id, J ,•~ ~t>n fla .J, d .,.. 

" £ i; i, .uy /.d,t « r, ,.J .t-'" &... 
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Dear Fellow East Texans: 

Ottis E. Lock 
100 Bending Oak Street 

Lufkin, T~xas 75904-4837 
• 409/637-0602 

All of my life, I have felt that East Texas is a very special place with its 
tradition of friendliness and accommodation. 

As I grow older, that feeling grows stronger. 

Circumstances have caused me to be inactive during the last several years, 
and my respect for East Texas and its people is such that I would like to account 
for my inactivity. 

When I retired from Southland Paper Mills in the late 1970s, I experienced 
disabling heart problems which led Viola and me to move to the Texas Hill 
Country for convalescence. 

But as noted as the Hill Country is, it still wasn't East Texas, so we returned 
home. We now reside at I 00 Bending Oak Street, at the comer of Woodland and 
Bending Oak. · -

Since coming home, I have been impressed by the area's progress. Strong 
leadership has become even stronger, and more people are involved in 
community activities. 

I thank East Texans for pennitting me, down through the years, to work with 
them in the area's behalf, especially for giving me the opportunity to represent 
them as a representative and senator in the Texas Legislature. 

Now, as a member of the community's older generation, I accept my 
physical limitations cheerfully. And from the sidelines, I will continue my 
interest in the well-being of East Texas. 

Cordially, 

~~-~d~ 
Ottis E. Lock ' 

• 

. • . 
• • 
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2J Sunday, February 26, 1995, The Lufkin Daily News 

Mentor held many keys 
By JACKIE ZIMMERMAN 
City Editor 

When Bob Bowman began his public rela­
tions career - after being lured away from a 

, prestigious job at the Houston Chronicle -
in the late 1950s, llttle did he know that he 
would be follov.,ng his most influencial men­
tor and a career that would span their 
IUehmes. 

Ottis Lock, a Luflon resident and fonner 
state senator and state representative, 

, offered Bowman a job at Southland Paper 
(no"' Ch,m1p1on International) in 1966. At the 
lime Bowman was working in Lufkin for the 
Chronicle and had just been offered a job to 
head that newspaper's weekend magazine. 

"He ollered me the job and I turned him 
man said. "He oflered it three 

• times." T ,dt third time hooked Bowman, 
: though and although he may have been hesi­
: tant h<' does not regret his move out of 
~ news pa pt-rs nor his move into a nearly 30-
t year rt•lationship with the man that helped 
t him form thl' skills that allowed him to open 
, his own business. 
: "Ht- gaw me a career that turned out to be 
t prof1111bll' for me," Bowman said. "He influ­
t enct.'d my hie a great deal." 
~ Boi.T11an described Lock as a man who . 

understood people by talking to them and 
watching them. 

"He taught me about people and how to get 
things done. He taught me how to solve prol>­
lems," he said. "He has this unique ability to 
take a problem, spllt it open like an orange 
and look at every part of the problem. Once 

you look at all the 
pieces, the solution 
becomes apparent.• 

Lock helped Bow­
man develop and 
hone his skllls, and 
to this day Bowman 
will look lo Lock for 
advice. 

"He is a very dear 
friend. He Is like a 
father." Bowman 

said, adding his own father died in 1968. 
Lock is retired and In his 80s. Hls health is 

fragile, but his mind Is "razor sharp," Bowman 
said. 

"He knows a lot about a lot of things,• he 
said. 

Along with Lock, Bowman said a former 
editor, Bill Bogart, helped hlir ;~ "'· ....... 
newspaper years. Bogart move 
Lufkin In the 19S0s by offering 

The Lufkin Dally News. Bowman worked 
under Bogart as sports editor and city editor 
before taking on a job with the Chronicle. 

"He taught me a great deal about the news­
paper business," Bowman said. "He had a 
compassion for people.• 

Bowman told a story when Bogart chose 
not to use the name of a teen-ager who had 
gotten into trouble. "He had this Instinct that 
he shouldn't (use his name). And that kid 
ended up going Into the (U.S.) Army and went 
to Vietnam," he said. "He got killed. But he 
came back a hero. He would not have come 
back a hero If his name would have been tn 
the paper." 

Bowman also noted Pltser Garrison as a 
role model. 

"The first time I met him he chewed me 
out,• Bowman said of Garrison. "I was with 
the Chronlde and was working on a story 
about the sale of Angelina County Lumbt-r 
Company. I basically broke the story ahead of 
the announcement. He (Garr•son) called me 
in to his office. 

"He talked about my responsibility as a 
r,oung ~• how to treat people - {Teatm2 

Fonner State Senator Ottis Lock, left, hetped open the way for Bob Bowman. 

a role model although the two are near the 
same age. He said he goes to Henderson 
because the two are good friends and 
because Henderson has a tremendous ability 
to brtna people together 111d get things done. 

"He Is an W1Sung hero. He just wants to run 
his company,• he said. "But he Is a natural 
born leader and I look to him a lot for ways to 
get things done. He commands a lot of 
respect from a lal al people In this area.• 
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Locks Cafe 
Photo courtesy Bonnie Lock Marshall 

Photo on left 

Thia photo was taken 1947, in it Archie and Lucy Reynolds Lock stood 
behind their twin daughters. On the left is Donnie and on the right Bonnie . 

Donnie married Gerald L. Widner and was killed in a car wreck when only 
married 2 months. When the accident occurred Bonnie married H.L. (Red 
Marshall) and lives in Zavalla at the present. 

Photo on right 

Ih this photo Archie and Lucy are older and in 1998 both are gone. 
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Lucy Reynolds Lock 
Funeral services for Lucy Reynolds Lock. 85, of Zavalla, wll be held al 11 :00 a m. 

Saturday in the First Baptist Church of Zavalla w11t1 Rev Mb Hancock officiating. 
Interment will follow 1n the Boykin Cemellly. 

Mrs Lock was born Apnl 3, 1911, In Tyler County, r-, and she died Thurwday, 
October 31 1996, in a Luflun nul'ling home. 

Mrs Lock had been a self-employed seamstrNS. She wu a member of the Fnt 
Bapust Church of Zavalla, where she wu also a member of the WiNing Worllers 
Sunday School Class and of the Women's Missionary Ut'IIOI\. Mrs Lock hid llvad In 
Hardin County from 1917 to 1932, and had been a rnidenl of Zavalla since 1932 

Survivors 1ndud8 her daughter and son-in-law, Bonnie and H.L. "Rad" Marsha.II ol 
zavalla, son, Harvey L.ae Wnght of Sliver City. New Mexico, SISier, Alby Lawson of 
Nederland, brothers and s,sters-in-law, Charlie and Gertrude Reynolds of Nederland, 
C.D and Nadean Reynolds of Port Nechas, sistera-ln-law, Birdie Havard of Zavala 
and Kathenne Reynolds of V1rg11111; ....., gra11dchilcnn, i-,ty-llve great grandchil­
dren, twelve great-great grandchildren; and a number of nieces, nepMWS and Olher 
relalrves 

Mrs Lock was pr8C8ded in death by her hulband, AR:tlle 0 . Lock in 1976; by two 
daughters. Donnie Lock Widner In 1956 and Annie Mae Jalper in 1981; by a SISier, 
Jellle Wood. and by two brothers. JamN J. Reynolds and Riv. Roy Reynolds 

Pallleat8B wi be Robert Wayne Oliver, Frank Ao9buc:t, Jack Nerren, Chal1N 
Oliver. MIiion Hudspeth and Hubert ROlbuc:k. 

Memoliall ffllY be made to the AizhNlw'I AaeociallcJII, al06 Appleby Sand Road, 
N..cogdoc:hel. r ... 75861 . . 

The fall1lly wll r.ceiw tnends from 6 00 to 9:00 p.m. Friday w.1lng at Gll)IOll 
Funeral Home 

Gipson Funeral Home. dlnlc:1ors 

ZSivalla Pair, 
• 45ilits1 H nt1ng,on 

I ~!~;!!!!~ ~ 
l(elin11 <ountv towns ~nd onr or the 
mt"n·~ wlrr met rll'ath parly Friday 
mol'mnit in a i;rrioolm;- t-1 r>-co.r col­
lision near Frrcporl, 

Thr rtrrni arc Grrald L. Wldnfor. 
21. and his bridP of two month~. 
Bonnie Lock W1dnf"I", 1a. both for• 
merly of Za,·1111 . ~nd Charlrs B. 
Cnrroll, 29, fromn Jluntini::ton ns1-
dcnt. 

The wn!cll ocel.lJTf'd at 12:50 
a.m. on Hir,hwey US. 1.9 mile~ 
north of Clu~. 'J'hto vl'hlcl~s tel~ 
scoped ln the middle of 1he high­
way, killln,; all threr occupanta 
oC th4! two carw lnsta.ntly accnrrltn,c 
to State Highway Patrolman Rol>­
ert Grimmi: t who in,rstlgw•l!d thl' 
acrident. Thrrl' were no w itrw,~,~, . 

The 1953 f)nl!ge occup1rd h)I' m­
WldMrJ 1111't thr 1954 Fn!'i d rh·en ~ 
by Mr. Carroll met with surh Im• 
pact lhf'V .ha: 11) he 11'J)8ra1ed with 
winches. Both Vl'htcles w t"l'f! e,:,m• 
plelelv d•moll•hl'\1. 

Mr,' Carroll WAil rmplc,y,od by tM 
' Shell Oil Compnl'I.Y In Nr,v T!W't!a. ,-, LL Hr 'IIV en route IX> We•ll\e? 

" to get his wlfr and t~I" childM!n 
who had ~n ,•lilting hl-r m o-

l · tlw'.J;e \Tidlll!TI llvr.d 11t Alvin with 
Mn, Widnf?r's Rister. Mr. Wl~r 
was rmplt'y-ed by Dow Cherruc&l 
Company 

j The Wldrn!l'S wen! cl1i1dhood 
n,eethtarls. Th!'Y Wt"N! • m11rrtr.d 
less than two months a,::o in 1.1,~ l­
la. and t>oth had nt1endcrl Znva l,a 
High School. 

Mr Carroll 11~nded HunUnl(tOn 
~ls. He had )iv~ In Hunrtr.i;:• 
ton unlln 1941. 

111rrr .... ,u no lcno9m uuu for 
the IY!'f'ck, acoordint 10 u,,.-eit!pt• 
ing offictta, The ••pather wa• dear 
In the al?a at th~ t1mr o( the ac­
cident. they aald cl 

C.lp,;on J<unera. HoaHI anllOIJllC(' 
that funrral ArraJ1$!eml'lltt are lo­
completr for Mr. Carroll. l"Uneraf 
arrangements for Mr. and Mrs. 
Widner were not rev~aled. 

I 
Mr. Carroll I• SUl'\~,·ed by .... 

wUr Wanda and thrtt chlldrrn. 
o,.;lrs Ro<lney, MarCt'llnne Yvon· 
ne and Jllpdra, all or New Ibt'rlR, 
La his mother Mrs. L. H. CarroU. 
Hu;;trnitton: • t,rotMr, Richard of 
Dall A~. a aistl'r. Mrs, L1t1abeth 

. Bin Dallas : two half t,rolhrr~, RI'~ 
'A(,n'f.c. t:I Mon;,•. Cahfnm1n. ~ 
Jauquin Boonl', Hunt1ni;1on 
hntr ~••l<!,.., l',fr,1. ll , N. Tnic-N 
and Mr~. \\'inrrcd JoM•. Hunttl\£• 

10~i:rs. Wldnrr 11 ,ul'\·l•'N by h<'0r 
rents Mr. and Mrs. /1. . . 

pa chle·, Lock, z.,aD11: • t1111n 111~-
IAr M H s Manhell . Alv1n. 
ter, rs. · · l...cf' Wrltthl 
haJr-brothrr. llorlry . .Mn i::u'. 
A1111kll, and a hall--slllPI , • 
gpne Ja5pPr, Sll5btt, h 

_.. Widner ,. ,ul'\·lvcd bY . 1
' 

...... r. and Mrs Jim W Id 
parents, Mr, Za , 1j11 r,aW llv-
ntr, tonnerly ol ~the~ Houstor, 
Ins In Sil■bt'e; a 11ncl n-''!' •l~tpr, 
Wid,,,-r. C.Nlrlli• not '11.vallablr. 
,.hoSf, namPs ,..,re 

, 
t • 

• 
i • 
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AGE· Rodia~ Mr. O.,e Jollmoa la «ma, Che c:ar. One ofllil 
• llim and anocher lits In lhe t.:t 1eat •llh Mad Duntio. 

• ~--- ....... celention of the binbday 1111 J- 25 of Mn. Johnson's mocber, 
about fifcy )ears ago. 

People ani_t ~ came from tar Uld 1111111' llr .. ewat eada year. 
i"his is one Qf.the~ia ....... Mr. JGllaJa wuaaierc- tricb llila.. 

He took die people who wanted II> ,o llr a~ ddl. At6e dme al die plmeu, moa of 1hr: 
people bad neither ,eeo nor rideaiaa Cll'Nfale. (PbolD_..,. Jimmy lrowll) 

LI.A: In hJa fine automobl 
GIWland and bla brl -

and had four cblldren 

annla., Georp, Jr., Madp ~~~,.·••NDlll...__.tt still JI.a ln Zavalla. 
fuillluud.., .... 
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Colwell family from Lillie 

John Colwell m. Anna Betty McGaughy 
'111eir Children: 

1. Charley Ewing Colwell m. Lissie Wilson 
2. Mary Jane Colwell (Mollie) m. James Monroe Burns 
3. Laura Anna Colwell m. Noah Gibson 
4. John Jackson Colwell m. Oda Shofner 
5. Lillie Eulavia Colwell m. William Eli Gilliand 
6. Rosie Rmma Colwell m. Elmer Gibson 
7. William Samuel (Sammie) Colwell m. Avie Ann Hopson 
8. Thomas (Tommy) Colwell m. Lenora Hae Fuller 
9. I.D. Colwell m. Virginia (Vergie) Hawkins 
10. Addie Velma Colwell m. 1st. Charlie Liles, 2nd. William Cal Jones 
11. James Elton Colwell m. Nora Espy Mott 
12. Vara Colwell m. 1st. Cornealous Walker, 2md. Aaron Barge 
13. George Washington Colwell m. Margarite Minton 

Charley Ewing Colwell m. Lissie Wilson 
Their Children: 

1. Robbie Jean Colwell m. Brent Shiflett 
2. Helen Colwell m. Ellis Sammons 
3. Betty Jo Colwell m. Ranson Sanches 
4. Maxine Colwell m. Wesley Peacock 
5. Nina Ruth Colwell m. Gilmer Harvey 
6. Charles Ray Colwell m. Ruby Goodamn 
7. Barbara Ann Colwell m. Millard Spears 
8. David Colwell m. Lou Ragland ' 
9. Doris Colwell m. Johnny Weatherford 

ttary Jane Colwell m. James Monroe Burns 
Their Children: 

1. Hazel Burns m. ______ ? McCutcheon 
2. C.B. Burns m. ? 
3. Eunice Burns m. ______ ? Tbompeon 

Rosie Kmma Colwell m. Elmer Gibson 
Their Childern: 

1. Valera Gibson m. Henry Parker 
2. Theron Gibson m. Thelma Hubbard 
3. J.R. Gibson m. Ida Barkley 
4. Donald Gibson m. Jonnie Qualtebaum 
5. Abbie Gibson m. K.E. (Cotton) Gaskamp 
6. Olivette Gibson m. _____ ? Oxley 
7. Serilla Gibson m. ______ ? Lott 
8. Glynn Gibson m. _________ ? 
9. Lyn Gibson m. ___________ ? 
10. Delbert Gibson m. Moline Nelson 

William Samuel Gibson m. Avie Ann Gibson 
Their Children: 

1. John Stacy Colwell m. _________ ? 
2. Eula V. Colwell m. Paul Pickard 
3. William Fletcher Colwel 1 m. _________ ? 
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Thomas (Tommy) Colwell m. Lenora Mae Fuller 
Theil' Children: 

1. Lenora Mae Colwell m. ? 
2 . Blanch t1al'ie Colwe ll m. _____ ? Summers 
3. Wilma Cleo Colwell m. ? Hcllroy 
4. Mae Dell Colwel l m. ? Martin 
5. Kenneth Thomas Colwell m. __________ ? 

I.D. Colwel l m. Mary Virginia Hawkins 
Their Children: 

1. Coy Benjamine Colwell m. ___________ ? 

2. Clara Lorena Colwell m. ? Wolf 
3 . J ohn furwood Colwell m. ? ~ 
4. Florence Ercell Colwell m. _______ ? Fertig 

Velma Colwell m. lat. Charley Hugh lilea 2nd. William Cal Jones 
Their Children: 

1. Vara Linelle lilea m. ______ ? Atkins 
2. Hazel Dell Liles m. __________ ? 
3 . Charlie Dillion Liles m. __________ ? 

* See second marriage to Cal Jones 

Laura Anna Colwell m. Noah Gibson 
Their Children: 

1. Zethel Gibson m. Porter Kinnard 
2. Verba Gibson m. ______ ? Landrum 
3. Glea Gibson m. Elmer Sandlin 
4. Gentra Gibson died young never married 
5. Ruth Laverne Gibson m. Arthur wcas 

John Jackson Colwell m. Oda Shofner 
Their Children: 

1. Jonnie Colwell m. ______ ? Woods 
2. Anna Beth Colwell m. _______ ? Havard 
3. Robert Colwell m. Pauline Walker 
4. Harrell Colwell m. ______________ ? 
5. Clyde Colwell m. ____________ ? 
6. ll:ual Colwell m. ____________ ? 

7. Bennie Bee Colwell m. Juan Yeats 

Second Harriage Addie Velma Colwell m. 2nd. William Cal Jones 
Their Children: 

1. Emma. Jean Jones m. ______ ? Chamblee 
2. Willie Velma Jones m. ______ ? Clinton 

James Elton Colwell m. Nora Espy Hott 
Their Children: 

1. Jimmie LaVerne Colwell m. ______ ? Thompson 

Vara Colwell m. 1st. Cornealous Walker 2nd. Aaron Barge 
Their Children: 

1. Velma Hozell Walker m. Charlie Franklin 
2. Harrell Berwyn Walker m. ___________ ? 
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No Children by Aaron Barge 

Geor ge Washington Colwell m. Margarite Minton 
Thei r Children: 

l. Margarite Colwell m. ? 
2. Francis Sue Colwell m. ________ ? Anderson 
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IYeath Jakes , r-.... -8 Mrs~olwell; 
L..t Ritu Set Today f or/ 

Pioneer ZavallaAlfin~ 
~iJ ~~Woman '5 ~ 
Fun;J;;I ser r~ tor Mn John r;-,:,. 

Colwell, 77, p n~r Z..val!J resi­
dent, who dled at I 30 11 m tooay 
at her home, were 10 be held ; t 
5 o'clock thl1 aflj!moon at the 
First 8 11pll~t church In z.,v.,lla, 
with Rev. PC)'lon Kttlif und Dan 
lvy ot Hunttna ton ottlc,altnt. 
Burial wu to be In the HunUn,-

•' ton cc.-metery. 
Mrs Colwell wa1 1trlckcn IA tlh i 

paraly11~ about Iv. o ond Me-half 
year, 110 and had been con!med 
to her home stnct' th .. t ltme She 
had b<'en a resldrnt ot 11111 county 
for about 50 ye~rs and was "/ • 
member o! the 8apU$I church 

Sw-v1vor1 lnclud-, her 'hu IJ.,, d 
and 11x •<>ns. C l' J~ k , S1un. 
I O . J E., a ll of Zavalla, •nd 
G. W. of NacugdO<'hc•, th r c e 
dau(hten. Mr~ No11h Gibson and 

, Mr, J . A . Barae of Zaval J ond 
Mn. W C Jone, ot Hunt nglon, 
four brothers. ll•II Snm. Romey 
and Otto McG .. uah-,y of Hurlln~-
ton, and two ~•slCrt, Mrs, Addrc 
McClure and Mn. Fosler H.rv1II 

r 

of Hunltnfton. 
1'1fty-two cr11ndch1ldren .nd 17 IJW • 

creat•,iTandch1ldrcn alro 1.irvrve 
Pallbearer., ar~ndson~ ol tlu, 

deceued, were J R. G1~ on, Coy, 
Stacy 10d Robert Colwell, D,Uoo 
lJJes, 10d C. B Burns 

OUR GOLDEN HERITAGE •••••. Popber Creek. 
la Mr. 6 Mrs. Jehn Colwell. Mr. John Col.-ell was 
ober 27, 1849, his wife, ADDO Betty McOll\ll'.hY Colwell 
born December 20, 1859, am was bom :md roiaed in tlB $ti-, 
em Community out • Huntington. 

Olkley-Melc1ll Funeral Home. 
wu iJI ~ of arr1'3&emen1.S. 

Mr. Colwell w• raised by his uncle and QUDt, Mr. f, ._ 
Sam Gilliland. The~ home was on Popher Creek. The ortgt• 
al houae still stands, but most of the land is under Bram Bay­
bum's waters. 

They were the parents of 13 children, Charley, Mar,y JR-
•ne Colwell Burns, Laura Anna Colwell Gibeon, Jack Colwell, 
Lillie Colwell Gilliland, Rosie C lwell Gibson, Sammie Col­
well, Tommie Colwell, I. D. Colwell, Velma Colwell Joaea, 
J. Eltoa Col~ Vara Colwell Barae, Georp Colwell. Faar 
of their cldldr• are still livt111. Tbe ~o sou are Sunmle 
Colwell and Mrs. J.E. (Elton) Colwell, the two glrla are Mr• 
Velma Jones and Mrs. Vara Barge. 

Mr. Colwell was a farmer and atockman all Ida life. The 
children attended schools at Gilliland Chapel, Bayntcm, ud 
Mon&errey. Mrs. Colwell pasNd away May 26th, 1837, anti 
Mr. Colwell, April 10, 1839. 

JabD ud Aana Colwell bad 03 pondahtldren, ovw lot of 
tWr pNt ~ are llfSDc amoar u ~-

TIii• ocqtla CODtrlbuted much ta 6unffl• ttl tM 
na. 'l'llllr d■■NDdant• baY• taupt 8dloo1, na 
mall .urler8 (llr. lammleJ and belped Z.Wtlla to 
-.,.a... ftttrtamPyreacba!D&o..eot"' _ _,..,,.... ........... 1oa .... 

~ n t•~ 
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At the Homecoming 1926 
The Colwell Boys 

·ons of John Colwell and Anna Betty 
P"ncto courtesy of Lillie Marshall 

Colwell boys; Left to Right; George, Charlie, I.D . • Sammie, Jack, Klton & 
Tommy. 

-' 
Aunt Norah Colwell gave Lillie G. Marshall this picture Feb.8, 1986 
this picture was taken behind Barge's store. AJ _ , " -1)1 1 LJ✓ <' • ,.f I. 1) ~ ~ fr'- J.,.CJ-J·' e /4J.!bc_ 

G~r:.-1'1': ColLJt.llr \ ltJi·- a .~ 
-J, t), C!.tsJJ~,, n,1 I), "rji'e l-lo.w°iinJ Samm~e c~/J,,.U nc.. t1 I~ r»l,L°f-"' 
94:-J.t~ YH odti,.j'fi,F»~-r ~ ~lror1 ColwGJI Jl1l _,,,{,.,~ ~11 m.-r-f-

J h-1,Wlf'n6.S ,t1 Lff.n.vra trlti. ,::'"'-I/er 
/ 

I 
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The Colwell Girls 
Daughters of John and Anna Betty 

Taken 1926 at Homecoming 
Photo courtesy of Lillie Marshall 

Front Row: Left; Vara Colwell Right; Velma "Colwell 
Second Row: Left to Right; Rosie Colwell, Lillie Colwell, Laura Colwell. 

Aunt Norah Colwell gave Lillie G. Marshall this picture Feb. 8,1986. 
2} ,. 

{) ~u.,e_ 1cl),~~ ;J~ GV(1v~~ 
J:i/'n(J, (!.€)/ ,,J~ ht C. h~r/ /!, /,·/e.s ~ cl}./ -1~lLJ J l /J,)cu 
i,~ {_ •~ ~.db ~ ~ .11-f;.// I 
-~,,{,._,,I..., {~ >-?1 JJ~ Kl, \.7 ,/, t<S;,a,. 

Lei.M-rw (!slJJvl/ /JILi 11)oah C-?/,;p.A) 
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urandchildren of John Colwell and Anna Betty McGouhy 
Photo Courtesy of Lillie Marshall 

I " ., 

J.f • 
\ .. 
..... 

.. .... ~-, 

The Colwell Home Coming 1926 
Grandchildren of John & Anna Betty Colwell 

4 little ones front row; left to right; Berwyn Walker, 11axine Colwell, Ruth 
Gibson & Willie V. Jones. 
Second row; girl with hat on is Robbie Jean Colwell. Betty Jo Colwell, Helen 
Colwell. Emma Jean Jones, Mozelle Walker, Olivette Gi~son,Jimmie Colwell, 
Ercelle Colwell & Harrell Colwell. 
Third row; Lillie Gilliland, Anna Beth Colwell, Eula V. Colwell, Lareen 
Colwell. Hae Della Colwell, Hazel Jones, Abbie Gibson, Stacy Colwell, J.R. 
Gibson & Johnnie Colwell. 
Fourth row; Donald Gibson by himself & on do\ffi row sitting on table is 
FletchPr Colwell, Dillon Liles & Robert Colwell. 
Fifth row; fur-ward Colwell. Coy Colwell, Blanch Colwell. Wilma Colwell, 
Kenneth Colwell, Linelle Liles. 
Theron T. Gibson is stapding next to Blanch Colwell on back row. 
I think this picture was taken October 1926 on a Sunday. Kenneth Colwell was 2 
years old going on 3 yrs. Blanch Colwell was 13 yrs. old. Lillie Gilliland was 
2 yrs. old. 

.. 
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Happy Bi rthdoy, John J. Col we IT, 
and many, many joyful returns of the 

- day, to you and your lovely wife, Ada • 

JOHN J. COLWELL 

l>y the Huntington Te lephone Company. 
"Just two of us here had them ," 

Colwell says, "me and my son, Euel." ., • 
EAS was no problem in those early A surprise birthday party honoring John Colwell 

days . Direct calls to Lufkin were made was held Sunday, July 30, at his home in Zavalla . 
with a turn of the handle, and the as- Those attending from Zavalla were: Mr. and 
sistance of an operator. Mrs. Robert Colwell, Mr. and Mrs. M lvin Wood, 

Slightly offtotheleftofthe house, Owen Wood, Mr . and Mrs. Euel Colw II, J ulie 
a visitor wil I see the smokehouse and and Brod, fik · and Mrs . Jackson Colw II , Mn . 
potato house . Then, to the front of Bennilynn Flowers, Mr. Charles Keith Colw II . 
these is a gorden, where the Colweh Out of town guests were: Mr. and Mrs. Lester 
still raise their own vegetables. Havard, Pasadena; Mr. ond Mrs. Wayne Colw I I, 

The rain water barrel and outdoor Highlands; Mr. ond Mn. Horrell Colwell, Jr. and 
"privy" stil I stand, but these two things Scotty, Baytown; Mr. ond Mn. Larry Havard, 
hove long since been reploc,d with Richard and Bryan, Pasadena; Harrell Colwell, Sr., 
more modern conveniences. Northshore; tw . and Mrs. Hermon Dodson, Boy-

Means of transportation Is one of town. 
the greatest changes since the start of 
the 20th century, according to Mr. Servtcca for Mra. J ack (Oda) Colwell, 81, 
Colwell . Rt. I Zavalla were conducted MondJy In the i:trst D.1pt111t 

"I bought my first car in 1919," he Church of Zavalla with Rev. R. E. McAMaly, and Rev. 
says," and guess whdt it was---- a Fletcher Erwin oCficiaUng with burial in the Zavalla Ceme-

Model T Ford." tery. 
Then in 1924 he changed to a . Mrs. Colwell was born Dec. 9, 1893, in An-

, gelina County and died In a loca l hospital Saturday after an 
Dodge. extended Illness. She had resided ln Zavalla all of her life 

They still own o 1961 Chevrolet, :ind was :i member of the First Baptist Church of Zavalla. 
but "he has given up driving," says Survivors: 3 sons, Rober t of Zavalla , Harrell 
Mn.. Colwell, "we have it only for the of Baytown, and Euel or Hwltmgton; 3 dau~hters , Mrs. John­
convenience of our children and nie Wood of Broaddus, Mrs. AMa Beth Havard of Pasadena, 
grandchildren. 

11 
and Mrs. Bennie Yeates of Huntington; a sister, !'.,rs. Emma 

• Harri• on of llwnUngton, JG •randchUdren, 17 great - gra nd-
Y.es----happiness greets you ---- chtldren, and 3 great-great- grandchildren; and a host of 

warmth and a keen sense of humor en- nieces of nephews. 
tertains you --- and sincerity bids you Pallbearers: Larry Havard, Jackson Colwell, 
farawell--..wb.'1l.lS1tf¼it thoCeAwe!la.~harles Keith Colwell, Wayne Colwell, Harrell Colwell Jr., 
,Kl.rs C1;/u}e.j IJJl1S dda. sh,P'ht Ronnie Colwell, Jerry Wayne I-attpi;son~ Brad Colwell and 

John Yeates. ~ "7la.-~ ~ ~ J 9 ?~ 
__ Gipson Funeral Home , directors. · :, ,v 

~A 

from Lillie Marshall's 
news collection 
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Colwefil retiring after this term 
Commissioner hangs up his hat 

By CHERYL ALEXANDER 
StattM'ttw 

After 19 years, Robert Colwell is 
hanging up bis county co~on­
er's hat rather than throwing into the 
elmion ring one more time. 

"Old age bu got me," Colwell, 
who is 70, said. "It's time to let some­
body else have il" 

Colwell, who was elected CXll1lffli5. 
sloner for Precinct 4 in 1971, was 
unoppoe1 in the last three electiODS. 
He is in bis fifth term. 

With 300 miles of road to main­
tain, Colwell said bis job wa never 
easy. 

"I did the bat I could on roads. 
When I tint came into this job, we 
dldn, have aood equipmenL We do 
now, 1111d I have 10JM of. the best of 
lily preclnct. 

"Your crews make you or break 
you, and I have bad 101ne real aood 
111111 that have been able and willlDa 
towcn." 

Road maintenance and conatrllC­
tlon are only pan of I commllllon­
er'I responsiblllty. He must 1110 keep 
the people llvlna on those ro1cf1 
happy. 

"I've always liked worklna with 
the people of. my precinct," be said. 
"I have very few calll from people 
with complalntl. I never get into any 
trouble with the people. 

"ll I can help them, I help them. U 
I can't help, I explain why." 

Many decisions made by Colwell, 
along with the other three commis­
sioners, have been difficulL A deci­
sion made to sell the old county hos­
pital's operating license for $2.3 mil­
lion is an example Colwell gave. Just 
after the liceme was sold, a law was 
pas.,ed eliminating the need for hos­
pital licenses. If the county had not 
sold the llceose when it did, it would 
not have ever been able to sell it, he 
said. 

"Dec:idlna what to do on the hos­
pital was a bard one. That was a 
blessina to the county. If we hadn't 
done that, we'd be ),roke. 

"You have to pmble, and we've 
come out lucky th,1 tuna we have." 

Amons the lt ndm1rlt1 of bl• 
career, Colwell mentioned the tax 
office addition, the redlstrlctlna of 
prec:lnct llnoa, the expanalon of the 
county landfill, the bulldlna of the 
county jail, the Diboll jail now under 
c:onstN:tion and the lndlaent health 
care cllnlc. 

The county'I crime and Illegal 
drua use are two problem• he 
couldn't simply vote to abolish. 

"The drug problem Is golna to 
continue If we don't find a way to 
stop iL We're having to build more 

' a. .. Of, 

\ 
r ' 

'~ " 

COMMISSIONER ROBERT COLWELL 

Jalla to bold them all. It seems to be 
never-endina, We've Jot to see that 
thex problems are stopped and edu­
cate theae people." 

For the Cour men who arc vyinJ 
for hit vacated post, Colwell Jives 
this advice: 

"Thia job takes a aood man. 
You've got to know the people in 
your precinct, and don't ever 
promise them somethinJ you know 
you can't do. 

"You've Jot to learn how to say 
'no.' People respect you more if you 
tell them you can't do somethlna 
than If you tell them you can and 
don't.'' 

The candidates for county com­
mls.,loner in Precinct 4 are Oeorge 
Allen Cryer Sr., SO, or Zavalla; 
David Ocne Massingill, 56, or Route 
2, Box 4910; David F. Renfro, 61, of 
Zavalla; and James Allen Stanley, 55, 
of Zavalla. All are Dcrnocrat.s. 
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Carson, Francis "Frank" Marion and Cora Ella (Fenley) 
by Joann B. Towsend 

The History of Angelina County, Texas 
1846 - 1991 

Lufkin Genealogical and Historical Society 

As the years passed northern Angelina County attracted more and more 
families. The beautiful pineywoode mingled with the giant hardwoods especially 
in the creek and river bottom areas and rich fertile soil was an encouragement 
to those who were settling in the area. 

Francis "Frank" Marion Carson. (b. October 24,1862. Texas, d. January 
20,1920, buried Gann Cemetery). youngest son of Augustus Marion, (b. April 
1,1811, South Carolina, d. October 4,1885, Pollok, Angelina County, Carson 
Family Cemetery) and Louisa Adelaid (Hicks), (b. November 16,1820, Holly 
Springe, Wake County, North Carolina, d. October 23,1875, Pollok, Carson f.JJDily 
Cemetery), Carson. 

Augustus Marion Carson was the eon of Olin Marion, (b. December 23,1777, 
Spartinburg County, South Carolina and Emma (Pinckney) Carson, (b. Spartinburg 
County, South Carolina, d. December 3, 1815). 

Louisa Adelaid Hicks was the daughter of William August, (b. January 
29,1797, Gilbreath Springe (now Edison), Hawkins County, Tennessee), and 
Margaret Adelaid (Tolliver) Hicks, (b. April 4,1802, Holly Springe, Wake 
County, North Carolina). 

The A.M. Carson family settled on 640 acres of land out of the Thomae 
Stoval Survey near the Bodan Creek in present day Pollok, Angelina County in 
the spring of 1863 during the middle of the Civil War. They had an older son, 
Jim, who had been a northern prisoner of war in Maryland since 1862. There was 
a small family cemetery located on bis property. Other family members known to 
be buried in this cemetery are ( 1) son, Victor Leonidas "Jim'' Carson, (b. 
February 28, 1844, d. befor·e 1875); (2) eon, John Paul Carson, (b. January 
24,1860); (3) son, William Hicks Carson, (b.October 9,1857); (4) daughter, Emma 
Augusta (Carson) Harry, (b. March 5,1847, d. after 1868); wife of Edwin Reese 
Harry; (5) Emma and Edwin's eon, Edwin A. Harry,(b. October 20,1868:, (6) 
another grandson, Glen Knox Sanders, (b. February 11,1883, d. October 15,1884), 
eon of Green and Mary A. Carson Sanders;. 

Frank was a farmer and renown area syrup maker. He loved to fish and hunt, 
sports which some of hie grandsons also thoroughly enjoy. Cora, was a good 
seamstress and made many of the clothes for the children. She had been said to 
have eat at the machine for many hours of the day. They raised a large garden 
and she sold the vegetables they didn't need for the family. 

This couple had eight children: 
(1) Molly, the first born, (b. and d. as a baby, buried at Gann Cemetery): 

(2) Jewel "Jude" Paul, (b. February 23,1890, Pollok, d. October 10,1962, buried 
Zavalla Cemetery) married (1) Annie Cobb. They had two children, Kenneth and 
Evelyn. Annie died in childbirth with twins. He later remarried to Mrs. Mabel 
Rachel (Rhodes) Couie. They had one eon, Willie Dale "Wimp" Carson: (3) t1aizie 
Ann "A" , (b. September 12,1892, Pollok, d. April 1973, buried Gann Cemetery), 
married J. Wright Dunn. They had four children; Carson, Lindsey, Vivian and 
J.W., Jr .. ; (4) Robert "Rob" Ellie, (b. October 7,1895, d. December 30,1955, 
buried Gann Cemetery), married 1922 to Nona Pike, (b. January 12, 1902). They 
had no children. They both loved to fish and hunt and belonged to eason Lake 
Hunting Club. They had a camp called Shacktown. Nona has a lifetime paid up 
membership in that hunting club. (5) Byrdie Lilla "Byrd L", (b. February 
21, 1898, buried Gann cemetery), married to Charles Mitchell, Jr. (6) Frank 
Morris, (b. APril 5,1900, Pollok, d.1974, Lufkin, buried Gann cemetery). He did 
not marry. He lived at the old homeplace most of his life. He enjoyed farming 
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and watching his nieces and nephews growing up. 
(7) Sally Emmie, (b. November 4,1902 , Pollok, d. June 12, ' 978, Lufkin, 

buried gann cemetery. lllfkin), married Mylr.ea Charles "Doc" Franklin. No 
children. (8) Clifford Evelyn, (b. May 3,1906, Pollok, d. February 24,1961, 
Houston, Harris County, buried Gann Cemetery), married Paul Monarch Townsend. 

The Carson Home was located near the Bodan Creek in Pollok and the present 
Highway 69. It was a part of the old Augustus Marion Carson farm. The original 
house was the typical East Tex.as style house with a hall down the middle and 
porch across the front. Later, in the 1920' s, they built another house that 
faced the highway. It still stands today. It has been greatly remodeled and 
presently owned by Mr. and Mrs. Alan Smith of Pollok. Three huge pecan and 
pignut trees still stand in front of the house. 

Photo from Angelina Co. Book 
Submitted by Joann E. Townsend 

Males; Frank Morris Carson Jr., Never Married 
Robert Ellis Carson m. Nona Pike 
(Father) Frank Horris Carson, 
Jewell Paul Carson (Jude) m.1. Annie Cobby 2. Mabel Rachel Rhodes. 

Females: Sally Emma Carson (on stool) m. ttylrea Charles Franklin 
(Hother) Cora Ella Fenley m. Frank Morris Carson Sr. 
11aizie Ann Carson m. J. Wright Dunn 
Birdie Lilla Carson m. Charles Cousins Sr. 
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Jewell Paul Carson (Jude ) 
and second wife Mabel Rachell Rhodes 

Travis Jones and Jude Carson 
on Careens· Porch 

Mable Carson 
(Dec. I, lNl - Ju. 11, lNl) 

Servicea for Mable Canon, 79, 
of Zavalla, will be held Tuesday 
at 10 a.m. in~ Gipson Funeral 
Hom• Chapel. •r')t.,., , ?, f 'f 81 

Rev. Lynn Hew and Rev. Jack• 
IOD Caldwell will officiate a.ad 
burial will be in Zavalla 
Cemetery. 

lln. Caraon died Sunday in 
Beaumont. She was a lifetime 
resident of Zavalla and waa a 
member of the First Baptist. 
Cburcb of Zavalla. • 

Survtvon: sons, Miclr.eyCowe 
of 2avalla, Kenneth Carson al 
Beaumont and Willie D. Ca"°" 
of Refu1lo; daugbten, Cand­
a nce Wainer of. Beaumont, 
Evelyn .uceneaux of Beaumont 
and Opal Gant of Zavalla , 1 
1randcbildren; S 1reat• 
grandchildren ; sisters. Faye 
Stanley of Zavalla, Maude Har• 
ril of Diboll and Haile Jones ol 
Huntinct,on. 

Honorary pallbeann will be 
Dr. Robert Allison, Dr. Jo• 
Koch, Bruce Allred, E .H. 
Roberlloa. Tom Striplinl. • 
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Photo courtesy Beverly Colwell Hopson 

Hr. & Mrs. J.A. Mott 

James A. Mott born March 12.1886 
Tabitha Ann Graham born February 4,1870 

J.A. & Tabitha married at Mott, Texas. 
January 1,1890 by Rev. Henserling 

Their children are: 

Lillie Mott born July 27,1892 
m. Buster Williams 

Mittie Hott born October 25.1890 
m. Walter May 

Norah Mott born december 26,1900 
m. James Elton Colwell 
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membet- ot Ifie Zavalla Bap- W. B., Faooie, J H. and Em­
Ust ChOrch, Rev. C. B. George ily Ki.rklaSld ood Walle War­
pioneered t:he ohurd!, and ren. The ch..rter was secuc­
other cbacter membet"s were ed In 1901. 

:-.ms. ~IATTTE KIXG 
lt1(s watchrd rh,,,1!/ <':~ in r n11,,t 1 

'l'\.o m.i1l.s suppotted the 
<own 1111d · many men came 
.from oat oi stat.e . to w<rk in 
the mills. Among these were 
Chllr lie King of. North Oarc;­
!if-.'l IIJld . George Ruth O' 
IJ!uc. )\u!h opened a saloon 
'WttlJ •f.~ as hi6 · bactecdeo-. 

Mattie Miles met King aid 
they were mamed J311_ 6, !I 
i9u4. 1: 

.. Once an old In shman by ' 
the name of John Carry came 
by the saloon and corrplained 
of feeling sick,·• :vtrs. King 
reralled. He died and there 
was no cemetery in Zavalla. 
Mr. King conla<:ted the Cam­
eron Timbef- Co. about a place 
to bury the Irishman." 

Mrs. King's husband not 
only secured the burying place 
but also provided clothes. 1 

Cacry was the first person I 
buried in the Zavalla Ceme­
tery. 

Mrs. King sai<I her family 1 

mopped in Lufkin, aod fin­
ati:v aft« her marriage she 
lived in Lufkin. She remem: 
bered it as a town with dir­
ty red streets and many sal­
oon.s. 

"One of the saloons had a 
Jive monkey," she said. 

An&wering to wh.'lt she at­
tributes her long life, she said 
"Jesus He's the one whQ 
keeps ~ going." 
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The Kings 
Photo Courtesy James King 

Mattie Hiles King & Charley King Sr. 
holding James Earl King as an infant 

Sona and wives below Ha. Hattie King on l?()rch 
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The King Family of Zavalla 
Photos Courtesy James King 

School Days Sweetharts 
Linda Green m. James Karl 

Photo on Left 
Back Row: 
Charley King Jr. m. Marie 
Townsend 
Mattie Miles King (Mother) 

Next Row: 
Willie King m. Cap Gibson 
Mary Joyce m. Waller 
( Grand Dau. ) 
Charley King Sr. (Father) 

Lynwood King with young 
James in his arms 
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Mott Fsmily 
Photo courtesy Brenda Mott Sullender 

Standing: 1. Joel Mott - never married 
He was first to drown in Lake Rayburn 

Sitting: Margaret Caroline Colwell m. D.D (Doc) Mott 
Children: 2. Jose Mott m. 1. Nellie Jack Fredigill 

2. Sarah Goins 

3. Wiley Mott m. Qna McDonald 
The Motta lived beside the old post office 
facing Second St. 
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Photos and write up 
Courtesy of Yvonne Bufford 

Picture is Billy Hott. Eater, Coy and wife Edna. Standing in front is 
Odell. Not pictured is younger daughter Bessie Mott. 

William Bassett Billy" Mott was born September 12, 1893 to Love 11ott 
and Johnnie Dearmond Mott. in Zavalla , Texas. Martha Edna (Rogers) Mott i.as 
born February 1. 1896 to Alphonso and Martha Rogers in Jonesboro, Correll 
County, Texas. 

Billy and Edna Mott eloped to San Augustine County and were married a 
the ages of seventeen and fifteen. They lived in Manning and Gibaonvill 
before settling in Zavalla. They had five children to die in infancy. After 
the death of their daughter Eater Mott I.uce in 1950 they raised their two 
grandsons, Melvin and Bill Simpson. 

Billy Mott was a farmer, rancher, sawmill worker and eventually, became 
a carpenter. 
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Hardy Mott and Leona (Sinclair) Mott 

The man setting in the picture is Hardy Mott, this pict ure 

was taken i n 1937. The picture is looking down main stree t 

of Zavalla , f r om the intersection of Hwys . 63 and 69. Mr. Mott 

owned the gara ge, and servic e station on the right of the 

picture . He also owned the house r- --~ " -

they lived. The garage , service st 

between the c reek in Zavalla, and w 

is now . The two story building in 

Barge , Sr. store. If you will look 

the c onc rete banisters on the creek 

Hardy Mott married Leona Si ncl 

and their dog Spot . Hardy and Leon, 

Hardy had one ( 1 ) daughter by a pre, 

My father , Frank Lee Boulwar e , 

when he was about 15 years old , af t e 

a nd worked at the service station fc 

the garage was turned into a place w 

Photo Courtesy o 

Story by Charles 
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Sur-' '.'f\tS- l. ?,\t!I- ',\fS· 
1ers, • 'BOu\"1ate , ia."a\\a, . aoO' 
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ol ,_ t . i andc,..,. 

dfeC\, o grea 
6 11d \"1 d\feeto~- N & MED IA ( HAVARD ) POULAN 
0ren- ~etca\l. 

oa:t-\e1· 

'1 •. , t>oulan was born August 16, 1880, in Louisiana. He 
was the son of Wiley Jackson Poulan, Sr. and Susie 
Flowers . He married Media Havard on January 7, 1902. Media 
was the daughter of Jermiah Havard, Jr. and Nancy Grimes. She 
was born on February 1, 1886, in Angelina County, Texas. 

Tom and Media were residents of the community of Concord 
for many years, until Sam Rayburn Reservoir caused them and 
there family to relocate near Zavalla. 

Tom was a farmer all his life . The children attended Bayou 
Springs school and later Zavalla schools. 

They have nine (9) children who lived to adulthood. Four 
(4), Loy Poulan, Margie (Poulan) Boulware, Inez (Poulan) Durham, 
and Travi s Poulan are now deceased. The still living five (5) 
children are, Lola (Poulan) Boulware, Susie (Poulan) Boulware, 
Lollie Jewell (Poulan) Oliver, Corbit (T.C.) Pouland, and Bernice 
(Poulan) Harris. 

Photo and Write up 
Courtesy Viola Boulware 
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CHARLES FRANKLIN BOULWARE & OLIVIA LEE (HILLIARD) BOULWARE 

Charle s Franklin Boulware, Frank, as he was known around 
Zaval l a , settled near Zavalla, Angelina County. He came from 
Monro e County, Alabama, with his three (3) brothers. He married 
Olivia Lee Hilliard, from Newton County, Texas, on November 
24 , 1897 , at Ivy, Angelina County, Texas. 

Frank was a log sawyer and saw mill worker. I n later years 
he pedd led fruits and vegetables. He would go as fa r as t wenty 
miles to peddle his fruits and vegetables. 

In 1912, Frank bought 89 3/10 acres from his brother. 
Then i n 1913, he received a grant of 160 acres of land from 
t he State of Texas. By this time, he had built a ho use , owned 
aro und 100 head of sheep, and had several head of catt l e and 
horse s. He was an avid hunter, and kept several d ogs t o run 
wolves and to protect his sheep. 

To this marriage their were nine (9) children. Five (5) 
l i ved to adulthood, they were Lula (Boulware) Mott (1899- 1938), 
Wallace Boulware (1901-1971), Ben Boulware (1902-1965), Frank 
Lee Bo ulware (1904-1996), and Alfred Boulware (1907-1984). 

Olivia died On October 6, 1914, and Frank died January 
14, 1916. Both are buried in the Zavalla Cemetery, Zavalla, 
Angelina County, Texas. 

Most of the land that Charles Franklin Boulware had, is 
still owned by the Boulware descendents today. 

Photo and Write up 
Courtesy Vici.!£1. Boulware 
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ABBIT DUNCAN MOTT & LULA (BOULWARE) MOTT 

Abbit Duncan Mott, Duncan which everyone new him by, was 
born January 5, 1897, and was the son of Loveless Mott and?? ? 
Dearman. He married Lula Boulware on December 20, 1915, in 
Zavalla. Lula was born on March 10, 1889, at the old home place 
near Zavalla , Angelina County, Texas. She was the oldest child 
of Charles Franklin Boulware and Olivia Lee (Hilliard) Boulware. 

Duncan in his early years was a farmer, and a saw mill 
worker . Later years he worked for the county and was a 
carpenter. Lula was a devoted mother and housewife, also a 
very good cook, according to her children. Duncan and Lula 
farmed the land and lived in the house where Lula's parents 
used to live. Lula died May 3, 1938 and Duncan died November 
10 , 1983. To this marriage their were four (4) children. They 
are Olivia (Mott) Bingham, Frank Mott, H.D. Mott, and Clyde 
Mott. 

Photo and Write up 
Courtesy Viola Boulware 
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FRANK LEE BOULWARE & LOLA (POULAN) BOULWARE 

Frank Lee was born at home near Zavalla, on December 6, 
1904 . He was the son of Charles Franklin Boulware and Olivia 
Lee (Hilliard) Boulware . He married Lola Poulan on June 3C, 
1928. Lola was born June 30, 1909, at Bayou Springs, Angel i na 
County, Texas . She is the daughter of John Thomas (Tom) Poulan 
and Media Ophelia (Havard) Poulan. Frank Lee had managed over 
the years to o btain the original 89 3/10 acres of land purchased 
by his uncle and later by his father in 1912. He farmed until 
World war II , at which time he help build and maintain an army 
outpost and bombing range at Boykin Springs, until the war was 
over . Then he turned to help building the paper mill in Lufkin, 
and after that he was self-employed, being a plumber, 
electrician, and a carpenter, until he retired. He was a good 
provider , as when times were hard, there was always plenty to 
eat. He also was a avid hunter and fisherman. Lola stayed 
at home and kept the house, cooked, and usually raised a garden. 
Frank Lee and Lola had two (2) children. A daughter died at 
birth and they have a son, Charles Lee Boulware who has the 
old home place now. 

Photo and Write up 
Courtesy Viola Boulware 
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Ben , Wallace, Lula, Frank Lee, & Alfred Boulware 

Ben Boulware married Ethel Pyle, Wallace Boulware married Margie 
Poulan, Lula Boulware married Duncan Mott, Frank Lee Boulware 
married Lola Poulan , & Alfred Boulware married Susie Poulan . 

Alfred, Frank Lee, Ben , & Wallace Boulware 

This is pictures of Charles Franklin & Olivia Lee (Hilliard) 
Boulware's five (5) living children when they were young, and 
the four (4) living brothers when they were older. 

Photos & Story by Charles Boulware 
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Ethel (Pyle) Boulware & Ben Boulware 

Ben Boulware was born at home near Zavalla, Texas, he was 

the son of Frank Boulware and Olivia (Hilliard) Boulware. He 

married Ethel Pyle on December 24 , 1924, in Lufkin , Texas. 

Ethel was born in Houston County , Texas. She was the daughter 

of G.W. Pyle , Sr. and Henerita (Whitson) Pyle. 

Ben was a very hard worker . He worked some kind of road 

construction until World War II . At that time he went to work 

in the ship yard at Orange , Texas . After the war Ben moved 

to Lufkin, and again he worked for road construction, until 

his death. Ben was like a uncle of his that came from Alabama 

to Texas, he would get drunk on Friday evening and stay drunk 

until Monday morning . Both him and Ethel are buried in the 

Zavalla Cemetery . Their were no children to this marriage. 

Photos & Story by Charles Boulware 
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Alfred Boulware & Susie (Poulan) Boulware 

Alfred Boulware was also a son of Charles Franklin (Frank) 

Boulware and Olivia (Hilliard) Boulware. He married Susie Poulan 

on October 29 , 1929 , at Zavalla . Susie was the daughter of 

Tom Poulan and Media (Havard) Poulan. Alfred and Susie lived 

on part of the land , that belonged to his daddy. 

Alfred cut logs and filed saws for the local sawmills in 

Angelina County in his early days. After World War II, and 

the timber business fell off here, he started driving a school 

bus for the Zavalla School System. He did that until he retired. 

Susie raised a garden, tended to the cows and chicken, and raised 

three (3) children . 

Their children are, Wallace Wayne Boulware, who married 

Eva Mae George , the daughter of Condy George and Dora (Rogers) 

George. M.J. (Whiz) Boulware, who married Ruth Havard, the 

daughter of Charlie Havard and Omega (Morris) Havard. And Milton 

Boulware , who married Barbara Cameron , the daughter of John 

Cameron and Roxie Lee (Boykin) Cameron. 
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Boulware, 70, are s,ohedueld 
ror 10 a m Saturd.aY m ti'le 
First 8.;plLSt Church <J Za• 
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tcrv 
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Ht ,.as a retired ranner 
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I.he fll'$l Baptl6l Olurdl of 
Z.ivaUa 

;\lr Boulware wa., fonnerly 
an ... ngelina C-ounty ~ 
)ton« o4 Precinct 4 and a 
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• 
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OUR GOLDEN HERITAGE •••••• Huntington. Pictured ls 
Mr, Arthur Noel and his young wife Lennie Havard Noel. 

Mrs. Lennie Noel is well known to most folks of our are& 
She was born July 24, 1903, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. La~ 
kin Havard, a decendant of William Havard. 

She married Arthur Noel on September 28, 1919, and th~ 
lived at Gibsonville most of their married years before he 
died. They had six children, all still living, one daughter M• 
rie and five sons, Robert, Billy, Joe, Prentis, and Tommy. 
All five of her sons are in the mUitary service of their coun► 
ry. This is a true red, white and blue mother to honor In our 
bicentennial year. Her sons have served a total d. 85 years in 
the U.S. military services. Army, Navy, Air Force, Marin­
es, they represent all branches. 

The Navy in which R. A. (Robert) servies recognized her 
in July of 1974 With a certificate of appreciation. It reads: In 
appreciation of Mrs. Lennie Florence Noel by whose loyalty, 
dedication and outstanding contributions to the Navy, has en­
abled the recruiting command to establish and foster excellent 
relations between the United States Navy and the people and in­
stitutions of this community. 

On July 4th, 1974 In a public presentatIOI\ Congressman 
Wilson presented her with a flag that had flown over our u. s. 
Capitol in Washington, D. C. 

Hts letter accompanying the flag states: It is a sincere 
honor for me to present you this United States flag which has 
flown over the capitol of our great land and I know of no one 
who lends more mean1ng and dignity and meantng to this f~ 
th of July celebration than you. Americans such as y011 have 
helped to keep our country strong through the decades of the 
twentith century. We sal\te you as a met her whose patriotism 
is reflected in her sons -- five sons totaling 85 years of mili­tary service. 

Congressman Charles Wilson. 

With Americans like Mrs. Noel, our heritage is truly goll 
and continues to grow today with such a mother. 

(photo sumbltted by Lennie Noel) 
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Mr. Arthur Noel and his young wife Lennie Havard Noel. 
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to 
: Joe, Mervin, Eula 
, Hessie, Burl, and 

1. Joe never married 
• 11 rvin m. Jean McLawson, 

Kula Mae never married 
4. Paul m. Eula Colwell 
b. Hess1e m. Sid Robinson 
6. Burl m. 1 Jean Cooper. 2 
Doris Shearn .3 Pbi4-; J"h • ~ 
7. J.B. m. Barbara Christie 

On this page there ~r 
3 generations 01 P~cka! 
Thanks 1:.0 J.B. Pie :a.I" 

the Photos· 
left photo 

Standing: Della, erom 
and Willie. 

Seated: Arthur Mr an 
Mrs. Joseph P:cka.rd 
Oscar. 

Left Photo 

Millie (Roberts) and Je 
Pickard. 

Their home still stands on 
~sand Carter Drive. 

Mr. Pickar-d served as 
Commissioner of our prescient 
1934 - 1936. He farmed and he 
owned a Sawill that he ~ov d 
from plac to place ash cut 
lumber for people. 
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Joe Johnson . 

n1111'1'A I .,.,, ,rM lnr Jnf' .Tnhn• 
~•111, 77, 11( Z •\ nl fl, 11 P Jrht><lulrd 
r II 2 p.111 , 1111 ct~v In 1hr F1r11 
l'cnr .. c11,1n, 111111th III z, ... 11. Rh', 
I i; Bk, , 1t111I Ill\ C ,ll'nn D• ~,, 
"'111 olf k1111i 1< ntt lnlf'rmPnt "',II 
bl- In rhf' l'..iw,lln C,•mc1rry 

\Ir l o 111 on ,tu I 111 a local h~­
ral Tu day mornm,: 1hrr a lon,t 
nl'• I Ir "ii. born l11 Arti:rlrn• 
1111I) Frhruary !'I, JAAII, and ,,.. 
I'd m 1hr" ro,1111y ,.11 h,1 111, 

. , ? . 
• ,,'I', ·..-
;. .;...•;.• '-:..: t ' , ..... . 

,u, ,. mrmh(>r or thr FH •I 
1rco ,,., 1 'hurrh 1n Zavalla, and 

, " rrl red /armrr. , 
1r,i.on lntludr h, "''"· '1r• 
mn of Z11vAll11 l\<o M>ru, .I, •· 

Johna.111 11lll! n v. John•on, 
, or Zav• • r,H daui:httr1. 

~:ii a \\ n rn, Mr~. S.-s ,e 
in•I I " I 1..,. tanr \I ar• 
111 ul Z all ,, Mra N11d1 ,. 

rn r , r Nev 011r .. n•. and Mrs 
er Hrdo,. of T, ,u Ci!> · OnP 

Mrs J.,n111r Str11rn ot Lu/-
flH' half 1 •othrr•, r I>. John­

~•a1 y Johic,on, and S, A. 
1111 d l.ulk1n C n John• 

Tl ho I 111111 C' )Ill' lohnoon 
111Qn lhrcr half-1l11Pra, M rs, 

811 , I Strain AM Mn 8f'lly Ill • 
, - I both 111 Lufkin 11nd Mrs ~1111 
If I or Zavalla 11lx o«randrhild• 
rr and ~•x £tN1l ,-:ran<1rhlldrl'n 

T ,. (:rpson f-"um-ral lfoml' 11 In 
, '1ft nt nrrnn •mf'n••· 

L 

, ·· -:-r --·· .,, . . 
C ._ 

-, . 
' " 

6 • 7\ t 

... - , 

-: :. 

I: _, 

-~ ·­r • .... 
~ 4:-~ :,-:...;._~"1-C~tn-.c.,..;. ... --........ 
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Joe Hopk ins and a neighbor Buddy Durham standing in the door of the Joe Hopkins 
grist mi ll located in Zavalla. The grist mill was in operation in the late 1940' 
and early 1950's. 

Submi t ted by: Laura Mae (Hopkins) Terrell 
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Upper picture i s of 
J oe and Laura Hopk ins 
t aken 1n 1948 aft er it 
had snowe d (a very unusu 
happening i n Zavalla 1n 
those years). In the 
backgr ound t he Grammar 
School g r ounds can be 
seen and the porch of the 
Marshall Cafe is i n t he 
right background. 

Lower picture i s the 
Joe and Laura Hopkins 
house. A Mrs . Sheffield 
and her daughter Oma 
lived in the structure 
attached to their house . 
The house was located 
directly across from the 
Zavalla High School. 

Submitted by Laura Mae 
(Hopkins) Terrell 
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The htUe house- acros 
from the schoolhouse is 
locked. 

Next door, 5-)'ear-old Jesse 
Ray Rcpperd, smok1ng a pipe 
as only an experienced pipe 
smoker can, says : " Uncle Joe 
am't at home." 

.Tesse IS a good-looking kid 

} 
not very big for his age, but 
~mart and energetic. When he 
~ayfi he'~ 5, I ask how long 
he'11 been :smoking 

"Three yean," he says, re­
fill ing hill pipe from a rcd­
and,black can "Sinre T was 
tv.o" . . . 

Uncle .Joe Hopkms b down 
at one of his rent hou:;es, put­
ting 1n a new butane system. 

Uncle Joe was born on a 
farm in Iowa on Feb 16, 
1860. His hair and mustache 
are white His left arm is miss• 
mg And the sunhght hurts 
h is eyes. But he reads news­
papers mthout glasses. And 
turns in a full day's work, in 
town or on the farm. 

Warren Hopkins, eldest of 
Unl.'Je Joe's seven clrildren, 
say a 1115 father p I ant ed • 
peach orchard, 1 cherry or­
chard and a pecan orchard 
without help last year, and 
then plantrd 24 grapevines 
besides 

"Pa "orks,'" say~ Warren, 
"like ht um• ' " l1vP from 
now on " 

"Mavbe I will " Sll~~ uncle 
Joe ''Why. r 14as 1 hi' f1rst l 
white man to set foot on Long 
Island." 

"Long Island '" 
"The one in· the Columbia 

River, in Washington Terri• 
tory. Then I made the Creede 
gold rush in Colorado and 
struck nine good leads. 

"Sold 'em for $300 when 
they opened up the Cherokee 
'lation, and made the land 

l rush Claimed the townsite of 
t Ponca City and sold lt for 
' $1000 Came to Texas and 
; bought this land right here 
• for SI 25 an acre 

"Why, I've seen the gov­
M"nor of Colorado held up 
and robbed at gunpomt tn1 
broad day!Ji,:ht T knew 13obl 
r n rd that k1ljt'd ,Jrssc> 

JESS RAY REPPERD llNCLE JOE HOPKINS 
"Maybe I'll Live Forever, By Golly!" A Pipe Smoker Since the Age of 2 

♦ •• 

"Cousin Bewley, who's the/ 
mOlt intyesting of the 550 
people hm?" 

"That's euy. It's Uncle ,Joe~ 
Hopkins, 100 yeara old las 
February. Livea just Nro~~ 
the street from the achool•l 

- '-"ti~'.:,_.__ - -~ 

.Jamrs Saw Cheroket 1'111 a mite worried about lht pco- that Uncle Joe ,::nt h15 arm 
hanged at Ft Smith •· pie llVlng where the McGee shot off by a 5hot1?un blast 

., Bend Reservoir Is going to back ID 1906, ri,::ht here ID the 
What keeps you so strong be. though. I feel mighty edge of Zavalla Rut that\ 

and~ .. healthy at the age of sorry for those folka that's one thing hr ne,rr 14-0m<'s 
100 I want lo know. down there holding their cat- about. 

"Never used tobacco orltle by the tail and no place "When I get to ht 150, he 
14h1skey," he replles "And to go'' says, "I might grow me an-
~eldom worry Righi now I'm It was over a herd o( cattle other arm. If I need 11 
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BJ BOB BO~ '1A, enough r~nlrmrnl to !111 a good 
Lull.In JI,,-,., ( ii) Editor ~uc non•I : }'or m,IJnce: 

Z.'\VALL.\ - J<>1 Hopkins, \\ho 1. ff<' p.1M1r1p.111-d in 1hr Color­
may be u .. old I m.in tn Ani::c• .,cl,) :;old rui,h ,11 Crt·,1<1 ,ind SltW 
Ju,,. Cow,1>, ,-.i:! unrk his 101st lhl' s1.,1r·~ i:m,•,n,r robbed of 
b,Mhd y herr Thur-,day \\1th lhc $500 Ill broad d.1y!Jgh1. 
!>:!me , 1.;or lh;11 h •~ kt•pl htnt 'l. Ht• lv,,1 lu, lrfl ,11m in a 
aln,r dun~ somr or hlstory'5I shootmc r, ud OH'r I-ind and !Jve-
lll~l turbulent .}(llTS 5IOdc In Te,as. 

A rt~ldent ol 111, l"OUllly for lhc 3. He p_,rli1·1p.ilt'Cl 111 the Okl.t­
pa~I 60 )<'firs, ll<>pkJru. S<'<ms to hnma l;cnc! ru,h of Jx,'9 and stak­
nix,n "Ith 11:;c. llc. health is un- I'd ,, rla1m on \\ h ,r 1s now the 
u,uaJly J:OOCJ. hr d,~n·t 11t'('d 011.;m,1 lo"n 111• c,f l'u1w.a City, 
i:lasi;e,. to nad pr.11•>rms l'E'lPJlar1ok1, • bur IJll'r ..old thl' datm for 
chore:. iuld hou\t' rcpam,, and/$1.IXXl, 
U.ke~ Ii ng " lk~ d 1ly ◄ lie h..s bN: n '" r, rry •Utle 

He a11rlt,o1"-i hi:. Joni;cv11y 'topn thr U. S <'~C<'Pl OIi<' l",\nd, 
"i:ood , • Crt'Ut', n.., tobacco, and ~fl/' II I JU,r don·t ll'mcmbt'r 
no litroug d rink~ " I" !udl OJK' Iha! i, "I 

Althou,m hi b1Mhd.1y 1hr \\ s 5 llr -.11v Owrok"" Bill. f 1n1-
born in 18W 1n lu\\,ll l, ThuD<Jzy, ous SouthWl! t TnrHory ouua,., 
he >l.'Ofl't l'Nllly 1<hoop II up unfll h:rngcd In Ark:1n 
Sunday ,.'hNI h15 11•111"-rs - ln-1 Of 1111 hi• Ir , rl•. he rrml'm• 
d udu,g H cn~t s;r,a1 i;nu•khUd· bt'MI the Color,1du ~old nt-h bt• t : 
n.-n - CQme C1111Jrc fur a fam11J; "I r.,n 11'n1<mhcr Y.hr11 you 
birthday JXll't) . ,wldn I " lk down thr lrt'fi ii' 

Uncle JCX", port,,u: a th.irk Crr.sd Without soniro!ll' bump1n, 
•hock ol WlOW•Whllc baar llnd 11 )'OU on ram lhoulder Th.11·. hw, 
llm.ing h.:uid!r • bar nJllSbr~. crowded Jr Y.-a~ 1<hrn gold wa, 
looks more lilcc n Kl'!l!Urky rolon- dl ,ii; rl'd lhrrr 
d lhan an ex b.nna and IO<k- ' Some morrur , J • ·ould ,.,,~ 
man. down to 11,,. r1tlll"Oild ,iauoa anc _!ft.a hie has bcc:n m.:,J'ked with IINI Hopkin,,, f'a&" :s 

Hopkins Eyes 
101st Birthday 

Hopkins, Continuod from pa et 
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Family of Warren & Jimmie Hopkins, picture taken in 1954. Top row left tor i •ht; 
Dan Hopkins, Jimmie Hopkins, Willie Wayne Hopkins, Grady Edward Hopkins, El1ll!1n R Lh 
(Cady) Hopkins, wife of Willie Wayne Hopkins, Warren Hopkins. Bottom row lcfl to r1 hl, 
Eulavia (Marshall) Hopkins, wife of Dan Hopkins, Laura Hae (Hopkins) Terrell, Yvo 1nu 
(Hopkins) Buford, Jimmie Earl Hopkins, J. P. Hopkins. Children are Billy Ray Tc r e ll, 
son of Laura Hae Terrell and Janel Anne Hopkins, daughter of Willie Wayne Hopkins . 

Willie Warren Hopkins (1904-1990), wife Flora Jimmie (Austin) Hopkins (1911-1989 ) 
Warren and Jimmie Hopkins were married 12-31-27 
Son: Willie Wayne Hopkins (1929-1988) - Married Emma Ruth Cady - Had 1 daughter 
Son: Warren Daniel Hopkins Born 1931 - Married Eulavia Marshall - Had 4 daughters 
Daughter: Laura Mae (Hopkins) Terrell Born 1933 - Harried Bill Terrell - Had 1 son 
Son: Grady Edward Hopkins born 1935 - Married Faye Marie Brezina - Had 2 daughter~ 
Daughter: Yvonne (Hopkins) Buford born 1937 - Married Harwood Buford - Had 3 children 
Son: Jimmy Earl Hopkins born 1938 - Married Nelda Ruth Lambert - Had 3 children 
Son: Joseph Preasley (J.P.) Hopkins born 1940 - Harried Lavon Beckcom - Had 2 sons 

Warren Hopkins worked as a Farmer during the depression years . During World II 
he worked in the shipyards in Beaumont, Texas. After the war he worked as a 
muleskinner in the logging industry. In later years he worked at the clay plant 
in Zavalla until retirement age . 

Jimmie was a homemaker. Both Warren and Jimmie Hopkins worked very hard in the field 
and garden to clothe and feed their seven children. The Hopkins family life centered 
around the farm, school and church. One of the outstanding principals of the Hopkins 
fami l y was to keep a clean and honest name. By exampl e the children were taught to 
be good neighbors and good citizens , to always carry their own load and be responsible 
in every area of life . In every area of life Warren and Jimmie Hopkins left a very 
rich heritage of love and concern for everyone they came in contact with. 

Writeup and photo by Laura Mae (Hopkins) Terrell 
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The Rhodes Family 

Photo Courtesy Brenda Sullender 

Back Standing; Ellen Rhodes m. Dewell Hawkins. Buck Rhodes (Never Harri d) 
Jack Rhodes m. Mattie Perkins 

Seated; Fanny Bellamy m. Dobe Rhodes, holding Vada Lee Rhodes. whom. J.A. 
McDonald, Robert Ridley Rhodes (Dobe) whom. Fanny Bellamy, holding 
Dottie Rhodes m. I.N. Buckner. 
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Rhodes Family in l~ter photo 

Back; Eli Rhodes m. 1st. Minnie Hooks. 2nd. Cliffie Weisinger. 
Woodrow Rhodes m. Ruth Stanley, Jack Rhodes m. Mattie Perkins, 
D.B. Rhodes m. Josie Thomas. 

Center; Daniel Rhodes m. Bernice George, Dottie Rhodes m. l . N. Buc~Jler, 
Vada Lee Rhodes m. J.A. McDonald 
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: • c.- 111111: .. t ~- ~ ... 

"UNCU' DJBE" 
RHOl"D ;s 

• .• To ti:!lebrate birthday 

Open House Set 
For R. Rhoudes 
On 96th Birthday 
Rnbtrt Rldlry Rhoudrs. also 

knm\'n a s " Undr Dobc," will cel­
ebrate his 96th birthday SUnday 
wh"n he will be honored v.1th a 
d11111Pr at the home ,,, his daugh­
t~r. Mrs. Vrula Lee McDonald, in 
Zavalla 

Mr. Rhoodes w11s bc.-rn tn Trin­
lly O>unty m 186-l, anc has lived 
~ =l·tna County tor the pastj 

He has seven children, ~ grand 
children, 68 ereat~children, 

l
and two great-great-grandchildren. • 

All Im roauves and rnencls have 
been '1fi'v1ted to attr..nd the cele-

1 braUon. 

.. 

TURNS 99 - Robert Rid­
dley Rhodes, 99, of Zavalla 
has m o r • grandchildren 

I 
than he has hed birthdays. 
Pictured with him is grNt• 

birthc!.y Suncl.y 9randde11,h+.r1.. J r • n ll • ... . f.Mt 'df .Z•v~lli, who I 

• 

Zavalla Resiilen,f, ,,. ~"~-~ .. " tr~nltc:liff-Cl • 

Eyeing Birthday . ,zava a 'Man,Observes 99th 
Rh7!~~ wh;se R=dc~:~ ,Birthday With Open House 

~

otal 114, will be !17 years old Sun- I. 
•J~wn by friends and relatives 7 '!AV ALLA - A . man who ts He has resided in AngdirA 

"Uncle Dobe," he will be hon- ~y a ~ old and has County fo1• the last 57 years. "" ,..rn , ,,.. "°""' Md ••rn- l;!i hi ....,.. will marl< "' hu R•~ '""~ aw,~. 
y dinner SUnday at the h011Se of rect . ants 34 gmndchildren 83 t:,reat-

lS daughter. Mrs. Vada Lee Mc- 991h birthday here Sunday -....ichlldren and e'..a.. -t• 
Donald, in Zavalla. an open house cclebrabon ~,...... ' .., .. .,. w 

Mr. Rhoodes was born ln Trln-

1 
fir friends and relatives great~~ total of 

lty C'.ounty in 1864 and has lived . · 125 grandchildren. 
in Angelina County for the past }tonoree will be Robert Rid- The se'llen children are Mrs. 
55 years. ai\!y Rhoudes, better knol>,.'TI to Vada Lee McDonald o.l Zavalla.. 

He has seven children, 34 grand- his frienda and relalivw &S Mrs. F.11 Ha: ·kins al Bea 
dren 71 "Uncle Dobe " en ~ u-~ · month. Jack Rhoudes of Sara-

The ceiebffltioo will take toga, Eli Rhrudl-1 of Zavalla, 
place In the home rl Mrs. Vada Mrs. DcUie Buckner of Hunt­
Lee McDonald, a daughtl!r, ~. and Darad Rhoudes and 
with wham Mr. R.bwds re- D. B. Rhrud~, both al Fred. 
sides. The event will be hcJd all-day 

Uncle Dobe, a retired farmer Sunday, and the family an­
and logger, was born February IIOWlCCd that all friends a.nd 
7, 1864, in TJ:ilii., c:ow.y. relalives are invited to attend. 

'Uncle Dobe' Turns 100 
ZA \ 'ALLA - &bert R. (Uncle Dobc-) Rhoodes celebrates 

here today oa reaching the century mark. 
Feb. 9 marks his lOO&h blrtbday. 
Howt, er• be iti.11 has a ways &o ,:o bt-fore lie mati: lat!, In 

yean. &he &otal number or children who are hls dittCt .a-,_ 

dan~ ~ -

Rboudes' family includes seven children lh log, S& gnnd­
rbUdren, 88 great-grandchildren and It ...... t __ ., 
children. •--vgtta g-• 

~n o~n hou9e birthday party, ,lilh e,·errone lnvilod, II 
bemg ,:,ven today I.a his honor by hls daugb&tr Mra. Vada 
Ia McDonald of 1Alvalla. ' 

Other children lnrlude l\ln. Ellen Rawkln11 Beauniont· Mrs 
Debbie Buckner, Huntington; Ell Rhoudes,

0 

1Alulla: Danlci 
"'UNCU DOIE" RQUD£S 

100 today 

Rhoudc,, Fred ; D. B. Jiboudc , ~:~ffd .Jark Rhoudt!I 
Palc'itinr. ,!J,,iJlr. q? /'J..J2~ ·• 
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ROBERT L (DOIE) RHODES /'/~ 
••• 102 }'Mn J•tw, life i, food 

* * * * * * * 
Alter 10% Je&l'I, Boberl L (Dobe) Rbod• 11ill Wnb &Ila& 

lile .le "mlgbt, 1ood," With more &bu a cmturr of upad, 
eoce, he ~Id qll&llly .. 11,11 expert OD &be nllject. 

Bhod•, wbo llv• with Ille dauglrter 111111 IOII-III-IIIW, Mr. 
and l'tlrs. l . A. McDoaaJd la Zavalla, wae bona ID TrlaJIJ 
Count, at Alabama Creek oa Feb. 7, 111M ud ... Dvei Ill 
Angelina Count, for &IN, put R Jean. 

During Ille long lile, be 11M worked ae a farmer ... 
lumberman 1111d bu allo "Jaei bummed a.rolllld." Hie 11. 
children have produced for him a total of 58 grandchllclla, 
96 great.grandcblldren, and %1 great-great..grandchlldra. 

Modern lnventlom bave left &be wlrJ, maatacbed ca­
tcnu-wi IUUIDpreseed. Re tau never rlddea ID &11 alrplue 
and "aln' t going to ellller." Be bu DO ~ and bu HYU 

pald aUenUoa to radio or pboaograpa.. 
Ob\ioUSIJ DO traveler, lie 11)'1 &bat lie doubt. anyone wiD 

ever laad oa Uie mooa; bat II eom- aboald make &Ila& 
trip, Bbodee doea DOt W1lld to be lacladed oa &be pMIDIIIIII' 

list. 
l<'urtber, Rhodes sa)s &hat hie IOIJl('\lt)' has ~• adlieffd 
~ lie • lrW le lie ldail • ever,oae .,... 1lal ..._ .,.., ................. 

-Old 

Funeral services tor Robert 
R. Rhoudes, 103, ar~ ~heduled 
tor 2 p.m. Tuesday at the grav~ 
side In the Zavalla Cemetery 
with Iha .Rev J;imes GIUis. the 
Rev. L. E. Bus and the Rev. 

an \V111Jtbmy .otlf.l&atnf. 
llr. '!!"'t.....,.:.J," u Eut Teua 

pioneer, cU a tm ZnaJJa 
resldenet- Sunday morning. He 
was bom Feb. 7, 1864. In Trinity/ 
County and had resided In An­
gelina County most of hi.'! life. 
Mr. Rhoudes was a tttlred far­
mer and a member of the PentP.-
006tal Church. 

The body will liP In state at 
lhe family ~dencl! in 2.tvalla 

tlJ 1:30 p.m. Tuesday. J 
SurvlTOrS lnclu~ thrtt daup 

, Ml'I. Vada McDonald ol 
Zavalla, l\frs. Dottle Buckn'1" 
of Ora and Mrs. Ellen Hawkins/ 
ot Beaumont : three son,. D. B. 
Rhoudes of Fred. Eli Rho11'1c.~ 
ot U.Vlllla, and [Ian,,.! Rhoudr.-t 
ol Beaumont. 1111<! 1 DJmbt'r of 

•-:.! ....... t 

MR. AND MRS. J. A. McDONALD of Zava 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary 
Sund!f, Dec~r30. 
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McGilberry 
Fin al Rites 

1 

~1~f11-1J 
MrC1lbel"l'). 67. of Zavalla, &rel 
1,-hf'duled lo.r ~:00 pm. 'Thun.day 
In the N,..,.· Concord Church, with 
Re\· 0 G Sl.al\lon and Rev 
L. E Ba:11 otuc.anne lntennent1 
v.111 be I Conc«d Cf!m~ . 

The body "UI lie In swte u the 
iasmJy ttS1dence in Za\.Jla until 
2 t5 'Thul'liday. 

M,-,. M,-<:1!bcn-y v.as bom in
1 

.A~na Coonl}' 011 FebN&rY 23,, 
111$, and h.,d IJVed In Anlleli,. 
County all of ~r We She diedj 
ea,iy W"'11'1t'Sd.1.y mol'JWll: .utet· 
a lani: 11lr1<.~ She was a mefll· 
ber of W PentN."06tal O,urch. 

Su1'Yl\'OI'$ UlCIOOt her husband, 
Green Mt<Al berry ol Zaw.lla; two 
b~rs. El"IW.'$l Manhall and T . 
J MaJ-shall. bolh ~ Za V'&1la; two 
,.~ter.. Mrs Alhe Po.ilan and 
Mrs Pinloe Walker, both of 7.a­
' ,11111, her mother, Mrs Mollie 
J'l{.rshall, Zavalla. 

G1p,on Funeral Hrrn• la In 
ch,u1:e cl amu,~nt.l 

GREEN McGILBERRY 
Veteran World War I 

France 1918-1919 

Green McGilberry was a 
life-long resident of 
Angelina Cmmty. 
Alexander and Mary 
rbrnsby McGilberry were 
parents of l\"ellie, Geeen, 
Ma.ck and Jarres Tharas. 
Jarres Tharas lives with 
his wife in Zavalla. 
Green was born 2-6-1895 
and died 7-21-1991. He 
was 96 plus years old. 
t,11r . McGilberry was a 
fanrer, rancher and was 
employed by the U.S. 
Forest Serv1.ce-l\ngelina 
National Forest . 
He was buried at C.Oncord. 
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rip: Frri Sa>tt. her modler Mb. £Ila 
William~. W.E. Gilliland, and Charles 
Cummi1115. The photo "as taten in 1907 
in Barham Louisiana w~rc they were 
quarmtmcd due lo I vello,o fevt'r our, 

lier buiiaeli of the day She llilt pla, be, 
,uno 111d ■ngs .,.«U.> In her Lor 

I first remember Mit faler from 
Manni11J. the tJ10$t lllwn of our tp,ist. He, 
inGband, Mr tarvtr, Smltnha.rt wn thr 
..,....,,_ '" th., ~ C~,.ary, 

ned .. ~ 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



1,/;-- '1'-/9? ? 

News & Views: Farkleb~rry Hill 
ffJJl'l,:rHINGD ,, Prank .Wllll1m1 p111t1 out 1pplea and 

7.a baa• nry apeda1 c:ltlllDtJ wpo r,,lly Cbrlltmu cheer 1D .U 1&e la4ea he meetL HI.I 
uniSentandi whit 1be Olrlltma:a' 4'rit li Ill lift lab bla'>Jlaf,t qf many of oar elder Jadin 
about. We do not 111 ahow oar love for our I Olrtaanu. 
townapeople and trlendl, 111 our ruah of I He tr. llar1IDd, whit la now 11rl4tlon. 1be 
tinkhlaofflmlly atftl under che tree and oar year Pint B1ptl1t Church preMllted I llve 
own plam, Mi tqet otbera. Zavalla'• Apple nativity acene ln 1Dwn. Tbe weather wu oold 
Min doeil not l)raet. IDd 1be lldlu ltar1ed aervluaool!IN 111d oocoa 

Every year Santa p1y1 1 vhit to Zavalla 1D 1D che pu1ldpam IDd audience who came to 
take orden &om the aoocS boy1 and alrla. Thll eqoy the live Chrutmu IIIDry enadmem. 
year he la ICheduled to arrive Saturday Prank wu lmpreaed with the dedication of 
l>e<iember 10th at l p.m. In the 17 yean he the c:hlldrea 1D tbelr roles ln apte of the oold • 
bu come to town our'i>lb have turned out to and the kiadne11 of the ladle■ who Nrved 
,reet him. To watch the happlaeu on our warm drlnb ln the lobby of1be p>1t omoe. He ~ 
chlldrem facet makes 1hc holiday lpbit oome went to Baraa .iore and bouaht Ju flnt apple, : 
alive l:lr all of 111. Sama traditionally ride• IDd pve them out to all the wlea. .. now be . 
dirouah 1Dwn and~ on a haw waaon pulled hu to buy two bozea of applea ID order tD ,o · 
by one of our local farm.en on a traclDr. around. To Prank that la Ju lift of the l8UOD. · 

On the ame day that Sama vhita Zavalla The happnea hla alftl ,tvea 1D the rec:elven l1 
oar Apple man walb &om ODe end of town tD beyond meuure. 
the other alvina larae delicioua applea tD Ill of We do not have an Apple Mary, bat we ID : 
the ladle■ he aeea. HI, alft and ,reedq of Z1vall1 are proudtPf our Appleman Prank , 
"Merry Chriatmu" comea tom bla heart. It Williama. Merry Chrutmu 1D you Prank tom 
la bll alft oflove tD hit town. Sula oomea to your many friend& in Zavalla. 
vilit the youna and t:,r 10 of 1boee ame yean • • 
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______ ,.,.,,. ....,..__...,..,..,.,,. _ 
_______ ....,.. ·- ­------ -- - _ .. , .. _ .,_ Zavalla's A. T. Donavan ---· 

-~f ;f e1e:grilPh · 
· · : :;:::(I'holo, l'age 1) -M Corrigan 11.h Katy railroad we always had a different set- The elder Donavan took up 

. . . . I 

To Circus::: He s Done It 
-· - Il)' RAY SA!: "ER working the telegraph, he re- - up." · photography as a hobby while 
- -Lurkln°Ncns \\rilcr called. "I can still send on a Donavan began working in still in school ,1nd quickly pro-
- ZAVALLA - A. T Donavan telegraph, too." Z.walla· plant in 1938 at J l5 grcssed to setting up a dark-

-::, 1s: a:man • of_:-maJ1y ml.crests. A lean, soft~ken man. f>Cr week and retired as plant mom and developing his own 
- ,.. Now retircd: trom Magcobar istoopcd rium hard work and a manager. pictures. 

near Zavalla, a plant U1at cooslant iledlcation lo his job, His son, Dick Donavan, has "My eyes aren' t good 
. '':" •'•makes· drillin_g · mud·and fil!er·-0onavan has been-hampered an · engineering degree and enough for photoi,-aphy any­

c1ay for oil ngs, Donavan has by emphysema since r.L< re- wm·ks for Temple Industries more but I.( I still fooled wW1 
worked at driving a !1team - tireme1 t 111 l!Mil. in Diboll. it I think I'd take up color 

:;: :;_ th_rasher.,"":as :an- electrician;:-_ He b ,velcd the country with Ile , recalled days when his developing," he said. 
• . : • Wlth a_OU'CUs, a_ telepgr~ op- · a bran h or lhe Ouistie Bros. faU1cr built his own electro111c WhCll high [idclity phono-
--eral.or and has dobbled in the Qrcus IS an electrician. devises for plant automation w-.tph equipment first became 
• • • • hobbies··of photography - and-- .. . · , and mechanical drive. U1e rage ·Donavan · got inter-
•• _ hi.fl construction. . Circus work w.i n l unusual "I've had the president of ested in them from the elec-

"l first oame to Texas when except lhat we h d dlilerent Magcobar tell me that Dad tronical slandpomt and built 
I was 15 • and took a job In". wiring in each to 11 because I wais solely responsible for the his own. 

Ho·memade H'i-Fi 
A, T. Donavan· of Zavalla adjusts a hi-fi se~ .that he 
built from scratc~. Donavan, a man of ma_ny mteres~. 
has worked as a telegraph operator, a cu-cus elect ri-

. cian; and, most recently, as plant manager for M~irc!>-
• bar near Zavalla. Story, Page 8. -·· - . . 
- ' - (Lufkin Newe Photo) . . 

plant having surwved," Uie "Trouble with hi-Ci , you 
' younger Donavan said. never finish the dum I hing. 

"In a true sense of the word There's always a way to tm· 
I believe he's a genius in elec- _prove what you've got." 
trloal and mechanical appli- A well~quipped shop be-
cation," he added. Jund his house in Zavalla at-

The younger Donavan said tests to the fact tJ1at Don­
that his rather gets interested avan still has varied intnrt'sls 
in a project alld works with in the fields of mcctia.nics and 
a frenzy until he masters il. 

Suoh was the case with his electronics U1ough he claims 
interest with photography and . "since my retirement I'vl' 
h1-f;i sets. • · been doing mosUy __ nothing.'' 
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ION T 0 The Free Pr , Diboll, T xa&, Thu da) , July 7, 19n 

IO S 

' I I I 
' . ... 

Dick Donovan 
B) Joey Lou Tatum Ulock 

aeo Lhere 
IOUi.h in 

k Dono"-.n, 
swoete.t 

ver known 
m but 

urinn the 
1-62 when f 

Zavalla, 
now f\ 

nncd to wrii.e a l lter of 
appreciauon lll!d lo"e t.o Dick 

very touching and 
articl he wrote 
a Si.Dee I have noC. 
• of lhl.. maU..r 

pm,atel • 1 •anl to thank 
Dick ublidy and to encour• 

t.o cont.mue his 
'IHI 

Tbrouch Lhe year• I've kept 
up w1Lh Dick in the Free 

• l!J:esa, There have been oUaer 

IIOO&AY ,_ 111m 0-... ............ ~ ... ...... ,......~Jlarll­... ., .. ....,., .......... 
uluatnNt~~ 
--••• Qt, llllcf'llar7 a-... 
........... Ma1_ ... .......... ,.... ...... 
dtJlllllll.wt•----rt I 
,_ llcl .......... 

arl1dcs by him as well as 
news st.ones ronct'rnmg him 
and his family. The mo,t 
r.cenl event carried a picture 
or hun and bis daughlA:'r. 

Do you realize. Dick, that 
vou were probably about tho 
same · age u your pretty 
daughter when f first kn w 
you in Za\'alla Lh1rty-onc 

ara a,o when our lam1lr 
mo~ed to Zavalla from 
Or 7 I was home for tho 
"'1mmer and returMd ••l<> 
Orancwt t.o finash high Khool tn 
the 19-46 47 achool year. 

Dy the wne I returnl'd to 
Zavalla to teach. you had 
rown up You were al thal 
delipt.ful stage of betwixt 
and between. You were 
barely a teenager. or al least 
oa the verse of being 90, and 

.. uch o dehght lul mixture of a 
lovmg little LN>y and a wllll• 
mannrred \'OUlh 

That "a the y er Chari~ 
Nel1on "a the coach, and 
you 1doliud him and his 
iovely wifo, Jano, and their 
three dorhng C'h1ldren, Char• 
lotte, John and Nancy. 

I remember going w1lh the 
Nelson family, my dear 
friend!, to )Our homo one 
evening to visit with you and 
your hne parent.!! , who were 
both such interesting and 
friendly people. 1f 1 remt'm• 
bcr correctly, your dad had 
juaL completed some work on 
your room upsuurs That was 
one of those long ago beautiful 
t1me11 when life was quite 
different from now, back 
when people took tune to, 191t 
and get t.o know each olhe r. I 
recall your mother having a 
marvelous sen,c of humor. 

Moel of all. Dick, I can ,till 
vividly - m memory you, 
your mother and dad aa you 
drove up to Lhe Bus St.alion 
Cafe. In thoN daya, that was 
one of the 110Clal cent.re 
where we all pthered to 
visit 

YNra paued without my 
ev•r - .. )'OU until one day 
a few ,-ara ap when Mama. 
Pat and I ••re drlvans ,-t a 
beeu&iful old 1111 boue •• al 
1o-nc1. Mama u11 Jua rmielled 
&eWnc ... you had boqlat I.he 
111aoe wllen - bad the a-cl 
1on- lo .. you - &lie 
roed. w. e&apped - YWtied 
w l&II JOU for a ... .._., 
.....,.. ITom I.he car v-
••• workilla oa you, place 
.... llllppeaecf to be ._,. \bat 

--r ••' lo l'OIDe Wt with 
,-aad,ourlam"7-dar 
8'J'CNr las'-• ud I •Ml 
to ek wiLII ,ou - Lhat 
'-u&u.l frGnt pcwdl and &all& ......... -.u.. 

'l'll■ali,ou...-,D .a. 
r■•a••·~ ...... in you, ._ ..... , ...... 
........... y.- ........ 
--•Iii• ............... ,,.,., , ....... 
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Mrs. Nancy Hopson 
was honored with an 
open house at her home 
Sunday, October 21, to 
celebrate her 93rd· 
birthday. 

lt began with a bas­
ket-lunch at noon which 
was attended by more 
than 100 friends and re­
latives. She enjoyed 
visiting with the many 
guests and truly appre­
ciated the many cards 
and gifts they presented 
to her. 
Some of the guests at­
tending were her five 
children: Hutch Hopson, 
Mrs. Alemdia New, 
Mrs. Florence Griffin, 
and Mrs. Mertie Jones 
of Zavalla and Mrs . 
Cora Fuller of Bay­
town. Texas. 

Grandchildren at­
tending were Fell,c 
Hopson, James Hopson 
and Thomas Grlffln of 
Zavalla, Mrs. Lana 
Fontenot of Ft. Arthur, 
Mrs. Alice Sepulvador 
of Mt. Pleuant, Char­
les Hopson of Paleatine 
and Mrs. Ruth Mclnnls 
of Ft. Rucker, Alabama. 

Great grandchildren 

~~( 1 /_t/ 7~. ~ 
~~~. 
Jimmy and Yvette Hop­
son, Nancy and Brenda 
Grlffln, Glen J onea of 
zaval1a., Robert and 
Mar k Hopson of Hor­
ston, Mary, Marie and 
Rhonda Sepulvador of 
Mt. Pleasant, Richard 
and Charlsie Hopson of 
Palestine and Vicki 
Mcinnis of Ft. Rucker, 
Alwiarna- ~ 

from Lillie H 
newe collecti~ehall'a 

OUR GOLDEN HERITAGE· Zavalla: 
Mrs. Edie Wynn Walker, above, wubom 
March 29, year unknown, and her son, 
Marvin Parhams. The photo was taken 50 
or 60 years aao. 

The Y011118 boy grew up and l>r many 
yhears he and his wife o~ a lfOCle'Y 
IIOre-service station in ZaY'alla. He redred 
in 1974 or 75 and now lives in bis home 
between Zavall and Hlllllinp>n. 

1£15 wife was the fonner Stella Marsh­
all. They have two children, a ton, 
Charles, and a dauafller, Barbara Am. 

Marvin and his businea collln°bued ., 
Zavalla', economy and helped teep tbe 
town alive. He 'SW'ely belonp in Oar 
Golden Heri , alona wi1h lu moller. 

The Ulll, .. UNI~ 
Ken aqd belp .......... ,-._--,afl.1111 ...... 
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.. 
THE HOUSTON POST 
tulilllAY, MAY a. lffl ..... 9/DD 

Leon Hale - ·':f _, IA 
• 1 

Countii1g car~ because they're significant l i I ~ 

"lt alwil~ ·,tarts on Friday about th, 
m1ddi. ol the afternoon," Huth Slnchtir 
waa aayin1, "an<l'1t luta until mldnlrht. 

ID ~ ~unday . ,afternoon It beiln• 
11,allf;• .when th•Y ■tart · comlllf out. 
That'• whtn you better rive 'em pllnty 
of room because they come out fast." 

He wu talldnt~t tram~. about the 
parade of cal"I and campers and trailers 
and boats "that P&.Slla hJs bowie at Za­
valla tv111y . wffkend , en the way to Ray­
b\D\ Lakl!, Zavalla. .. IS about halfway up 
_\he -lake'• wtst side, and a lot ol Ray­
fiurn -traffic comes throuah that little 
~own. . l 

Whe~·11 found Hugh Sinclair he was 
sitfin1?' unde.r a doc:wood _tree in the yard 
ot b.!.S brot!Jer U!01'1111.J'd, a lhort drive 
oot~ide Zavalla oo State 147 t,>ward the 
lake. He. \'18-5 viqful\11 tht>re. Hi1 ham• Is 
in to•,·11} ,r'l~tralo~lde the T&NO Rail­
road traoo 

°"· prtttv.. dap )'OU. 're llkf'l}f to Sff 
hfm on:i,hlt ~Ni('-po~. just 4U,!l.ni ihel'l 
:'.ltltln~ . tf.dl1r_ . i~ by 1' as ht' sari, 
J.'riend'.S t,d him about counttni cus 
and warn hfM not to m~ ary He takes 
It In t!)O<i 1-umor, an1 i:. 

~;.'ldalr do'9 rour.t ca 

water, i°'tu.(i of ju,l a 1,and .ot woodl. 
Due to b11 WI• like ~yburn, Ll~­
lna~ton, Dam B, Toledo Bend. ~-

r• c,rn''t thlnk of anythln« e>xcept ma 
a full·l<"Rli ffrtilquake that ~an,es . a 
HCtlon of the country II much-u buill\­
ln1 a bt11 lake on It. Wh&t el.st, for .,_0• 

ample, will move the dead out of their 
very eraves? 

Huit, Stncla.ir'a father used to farm 
near Zavalla. The olu Stnclalr home 
place ii underwater now, about a mile 
out in the lake, due eut from Canty 
Creek Recn!atlon Area. The Stnclafrs 
had a family cemetery out there which 
had to be moved when !he land wu 
fiooded. 

But here's Sinclair still talking about 
the traffic. " During the weekend •n 
the traffic's heavy I count about 100 cats 
pas.<1lng every 15 minutes, going toward 
th1 lake. That'■ 400 an hOUI". When tlity 
start home on Sunday they drive a litt• 
faster. Tired, I IIJHli, and wanting to 
&•tin." · 

Hu h lakt hplped Zavalla? 

··r think so," Sinclair l&ld. "It's ,Jn­
~a.serl bll51T'MS, but it's a .~ .. ,oul 
bu=s.•. TI!lnl:!' ar?. pretty ~ad arolll!d 
i'E'a"f :,, " in!~ Oh, you 11.l•uys hive 

oai..' oo 
, da, it 
,ed .!he 

;: 

the A;lieUna RiVfl', and that it would 
flood fann.1 and driw P«>Pl• lrom thei.1'­
hoT!IM, 

"Wt didn't pay mum atffiltlon to It," 
Sinclair told me, "We ltloucht lt jll5t 
aome more of that bull." 

But now, between 8 and 10 feet of wa­
ter stand ovl'I' wbat wu · once the high 
point pf the famll:,i farm where Sinclair. 
grew up. "When we wttt boys," he said. 
"it a fella had told us that would ever 
happen, we'd have &otten away from 
him, wouldn't have talked to him any 
more. We'd have figured he was crazy." 

Sinclair himself doesl't go to the !aloe 
much. "I \lied to be a big flshemuin but 
there's a lot ol things I don't do any 
more. I've never been on the lake in a 
boat.'' 

But he keeps up with the tishlnr news 
around tawn. 

"Tht best place to fJ.Jti around here," 
hr rold me, '·iJ at the barber lhop. In 
that &hop they throw f!Very mh back in 
uie lake unless It weighs at least 4 

~'!&. 
•· r heMd about a fella cau&ht one and 

took it! picture and even the picture 
v.e1i:hed 8 pounds And another one said 
he c:a.ul!ht & bass so b1,, when lie went 
back lhe next day the w;iter wu sttll 
n.nriill& In Ille hole lit pulled It out of." 

Cm State l◄, the traCflc swished an by, 
prf'tty s1ead:• and it "'a~n•t e1•en the 

Peilend. Hugh Sinclair 

Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com



Copied from an original at The History Center     2026:004     www.thehistorycenteronline.com


	01_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Cover_A_1997
	01_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Cover_B__1997
	02_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Inside_Cover_1997
	03_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_1_1997
	04_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_2_1997
	05_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_3_1997
	06_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_4_1997
	07_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_5_1997
	08_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_6_1997
	09_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_7_1997
	10_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_8_1997
	11_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_9_1997
	12_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_10_1997
	13_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_11_1997
	14_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_12_1997
	15_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_13_1997
	16_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_14_1997
	17_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_15_1997
	18_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_16_1997
	19_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_17_1997
	20_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_18_1997
	21_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_19_1997
	22_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_20_1997
	23_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_21_1997
	24_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_22_1997
	25_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_23_1997
	26_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_24_1997
	27_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_25_1997
	28_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_26_1997
	29_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_27_1997
	30_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_28_1997
	31_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_29_1997
	32_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_30_1997
	33_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_31_1997
	34_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_32_1997
	35_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_33_1997
	36_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_34_1997
	37_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_35_1997
	38_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_36_1997
	39_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_37_1997
	40_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_38_1997
	41_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_39_1997
	42_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_40_1997
	43_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_41_1997
	44_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_42_1997
	45_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_43_1997
	46_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_44_1997
	47_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_45_1997
	48_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_46_1997
	49_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_47_1997
	50_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_48_1997
	51_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_49_1997
	52_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_50_1997
	53_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_51_1997
	54_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_52_1997
	55_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_53_1997
	56_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_54_1997
	57_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_55_1997
	58_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_56_1997
	59_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_57_1997
	60_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_58_1997
	61_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_59_1997
	62_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_60_1997
	63_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_61_1997
	64_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_62_1997
	65_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_63_1997
	66_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_64_1997
	67_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_65_1997
	68_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_66_1997
	69_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_67_1997
	70_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_68_1997
	71_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_69_1997
	72_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_70_1997
	73_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_71_1997
	74_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_72_1997
	75_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_73_1997
	76_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_74_1997
	77_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_75_1997
	78_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_76_1997
	79_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_77_1997
	80_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_78_1997
	81_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_79_1997
	82_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_80_1997
	83_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_81_1997
	84_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_82_1997
	85_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_83_1997
	86_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_84_1997
	87_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_85_1997
	88_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_86_1997
	89_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_87_1997
	90_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_88_1997
	91_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_89_1997
	92_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_90_1997
	93_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_91_1997
	94_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_92_1997
	95_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_93_1997
	96_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_94_1997
	97_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_95_1997
	98_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_96_1997
	99_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_97_1997
	100_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_98_1997
	101_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_99_1997
	102_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_100_1997
	103_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_101_1997
	104_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_102_1997
	105_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_103_1997
	106_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_104_1997
	107_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_105_1997
	108_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_106_1997
	109_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_107_1997
	110_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_108_1997
	111_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_109_1997
	112_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_110_1997
	113_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_111_1997
	114_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_112_1997
	115_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_113_1997
	116_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_114_1997
	117_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_115_1997
	118_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_116_1997
	119_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_117_1997
	120_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_118_1997
	121_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_119_1997
	122_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_120_1997
	123_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_121_1997
	124_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_122_1997
	125_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_123_1997
	126_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_124_1997
	127_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_125_1997
	128_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_126_1997
	129_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_127_1997
	130_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_128_1997
	131_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_129_1997
	132_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_130_1997
	133_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_131_1997
	134_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_132_1997
	135_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_133_1997
	136_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_134_1997
	137_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_135_1997
	138_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_136_1997
	139_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_137_1997
	140_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_138_1997
	141_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_139_1997
	142_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_140_1997
	143_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_141_1997
	144_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_142_1997
	145_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_143_1997
	146_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_144_1997
	147_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_145_1997
	148_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_146_1997
	149_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_147_1997
	150_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_148_1997
	151_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_149_1997
	152_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_150_1997
	153_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_151_1997
	154_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_152_1997
	155_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_153_1997
	156_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_154_1997
	157_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_155_1997
	158_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_156_1997
	159_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_157_1997
	160_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_158_1997
	161_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_159_1997
	162_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_160_1997
	163_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_161_1997
	164_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_162_1997
	165_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_163_1997
	166_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_164_1997
	167_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_165_1997
	168_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_166_1997
	169_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_167_1997
	170_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_168_1997
	171_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_169_1997
	172_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_170_1997
	173_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_171_1997
	174_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_172_1997
	175_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_173_1997
	176_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_174_1997
	177_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_175_1997
	178_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_176_1997
	179_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_177_1997
	180_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_178_1997
	181_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_179_1997
	182_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_180_1997
	183_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_181_1997
	184_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_182_1997
	185_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_183_1997
	186_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_184_1997
	187_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_185_1997
	188_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_186_1997
	189_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_187_1997
	190_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_188_1997
	191_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_189_1997
	192_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_190_1997
	193_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_191_1997
	194_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_192_1997
	195_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_193_1997
	196_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_194_1997
	197_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_195_1997
	198_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_196_1997
	199_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_197_1997
	200_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_198_1997
	201_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_199_1997
	202_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_200_1997
	203_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_201_1997
	204_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_202_1997
	205_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_203_1997
	206_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_204_1997
	207_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_205_1997
	208_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_206_1997
	209_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_207_1997
	210_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_208_1997
	211_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_209_1997
	212_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_210_1997
	213_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_211_1997
	214_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_212_1997
	215_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_213_1997
	216_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_214_1997
	217_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_215_1997
	218_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_216_1997
	219_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_217_1997
	220_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_218_1997
	221_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Page_219_1997
	222_Zavalla_History_Scrapbook_Back_Cover_1997



